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CSUN’s focus on infusing innovation across the campus 
Examples of CSUN innovative technology initiatives 

How to balance innovative technology initiatives while “keeping the lights on”   
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Infusing Innovation Throughout CSUN

“It is just a matter of harnessing and 
directing this energy in productive and 
targeted ways — and finding creative 
ways to encourage more innovation 
and creativity among students, faculty 
and staff.”

“I am not talking about just 
“teaching” innovation to students.  
It is important that we “walk the 
walk” at CSUN and, as a university, 
embrace innovation ourselves.”



CSUN Innovates!
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EDUCAUSE Top 10 IT Issues



Horizon Reports

1 year or less 
•Analytics Technologies 
•Makerspaces 

2-3 Years 
•Adaptive Learning Technologies  
•Artificial Intelligence  

4-5 Years 
•Mixed Reality 
•Robotics



CSUN Technology Innovation



Example 1: Tablet

• Learning Management System 
• Faculty eLearning 
• Lecture Capture 
• Tablets  
• eTexts  
• Curricular Apps 
• Bullring 
• ePortfolios 
• AppJam 
• VARJam 
• VARx

• Virtual Reality in 
Research 

• Chatbots 
• Augmented Reality 
• Artificial Intelligence 

Current / Past Future

myCSUNtablet



Faculty-Authored Curricular Apps



VARx - Faculty Exploration 



AIx  
Launches 
Year of 

Exploration



Began 
with a 
Blog



Faculty AIx Conversations



• Arts  

• Business 

• Education 

• Engineering 

• Healthcare

• Humanities 

• Science  

• Ethics 

• Assistive 
Technology 



Culminated with Research Focus



Culminated with Research Focus

Digital Humanities - Deciphering Medieval texts using AI



Hosted 
Series of 

Guest 
Speakers



“Alexa, Call Steve” 

Steve Rabuchin, VP for Alexa 

  



Dr. Rana el Kaliouby 
Co-Founder and CEO, Affectiva 



Real-Time 
Emotion 

Recognition



Measuring 
Understanding  

Using 
Emotions



Use Your Phone 
Read Your Emotion 

 



AI 

Chatbots 

at CSUN



Ask Matty



CSUNny



 Student AI Competition 



AI-Jam Was 
Built on Past 
CSUN Jams



CSUN 2018

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI)  
COMPETITION

Learn about AI and apply your knowledge  
to creatively solve a problem. 

OPEN TO ALL CSUN STUDENTS  
Apply by March 2 at csun.edu/it/ai-jam



All Entries 
Posted on 
Portfolium





Winning Entries





So, What Did We Learn About AI 
at CSUN last year? 

AI applications for all disciplines 

Some faculty already getting involved with AI 

Students want to invent with AI 

Faculty ready to expand AI in research



What’s Next for Innovation at CSUN?



AIx continues at CSUN  
AI for Assistive Technology 

Virtual Assistants in the Classroom 

Virtual Tutors





Virtual Assistants in Classroom  



• Ask questions 
• Be experiential 
• Decipher nonsensical questions 
• Link to prior knowledge 
• Provide an analogy 

Mariano Loza-Coll, Ph.D. Biology

Virtual Tutor 
Ideally Knows When To…





 

Innovation - 
seeing what 

sticks!



Select Innovative Efforts Strategically

• Consider your 
campus culture 

• Align with 
University goals 



Innovation is risky, some will fail  



Status Quo versus Innovation Balance



Funding   



People





It 
Takes 

a 
Village



It Takes 
a 

Village 
Campus



Opportunities for Enabling Innovation  




