
California’s New Assessment System 

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress + 
 

Spring 2014
Nancy Brynelson, Co-Director, Center for the Advancement of Reading 

Office of the Chancellor, The California State University 
nbrynelson@calstate.edu 

Regional Meetings:  
Addressing the New K-12  

Standards in Teacher Preparation 



Relevant Legislation 

 AB 484: EC 60602 and others 
– Established CAASPP 
– Eliminated STAR 
– Suspended elements of accountability 

 AB 250: EC 60604.5 
– State Superintendent’s 12 recommendations for 

the transition to a new assessment system 
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2013-14 California Assessment of Student 
Performance and Progress (CAASPP) 
 Smarter Balanced Field Test 
CA Standards Tests (CST) 
CA Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) 
CA Modified Assessment (CMA) 
 Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) 
 Early Assessment Program (EAP) 
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Other Tests 
CA English Language Development Test (CELDT) 

– Transition to ELPAC 
CA High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) 
 Physical Fitness Test (PFT) 
High School  

– SAT/ACT 
– AP/IB 
– ELM/EPT (CSU Placement Tests) 

GED 
CA High School Proficiency Examination (CHSPE) 4 



Focus of Today’s Presentation 

CAASPP 
 Smarter Balanced Assessment 
 Early Assessment Program & Smarter Balanced 
Other 
 Transition from CELDT to English Language 

Proficiency Assessment for California (ELPAC) 
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Grade 4 – Constructed Response 
Claim 1, Target 2, CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy RL.4.2 

Response types: 
Short essay 
Long essay 
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Grade HS – Constructed Response 
Claim 2, Target 2A, 2C, CA CCSS for Math 8.G.8, 8.EE.6 
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Grade 4 – Technology Enhanced Response (highlighting) 
Claim 1, Target 1, CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy RL.4.1, RL.4.3 
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Grade 4 – Technology Enhanced Response (drag & drop) 
Claim 2, Target 2A, CA CCSS for Math 4.NF.4c 

Response types: 
Matching tables 

(yes/no, 
true/false) 

Fill-in tables 
Select or order text 

or graphics 
Graphing 
Equation or 

numeric response 



12 

Grade 4 – Selected Response & Technology Enabled 
Claim 3, Target 4, CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy SL.4.2, SL.4.3 

Response types: 
Multiple choice 
(one correct, 
multiple correct, 
two-part) 



 Introductory Classroom Activity (20 minutes) 
 Part 1 (35 minutes) 

– Online 
– Various resources (Article, Experiment, Video) 
– Constructed responses 

 Part 2 (70 minutes) 
– Refer to materials from Part 1 
– Write argument article for school newsletter on 

the topic of starting a student gardening program 
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Grade 6 – Performance Task, Garden of Learning 
Claims 2, 4;  Primary Targets 7, 8, 9; CCSS for ELA/Literacy 
W.6.1a-b, W.6.8-9, RI.6.1; DOK 4 
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Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and 
Accommodations Guidelines 



Other Smarter Balanced Topics to Explore 

 Interim Assessments 
Digital Library 
 Achievement Level 

Descriptors 
– Policy 
– Range 
– Threshold 
– Reporting 

Content specifications 

Claims and targets 
Degrees of Knowledge 
College content 

readiness policy 
Career readiness policy 
 Practice and training 

tests 
 Standard setting 
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Early Assessment Program 
 Program remains vital part of college preparation 
 Expect to use Smarter Balanced results to 

identify college content-readiness 2014-15 
– Achievement level 4: Ready (exempt from 

remediation) 
– Achievement level 3: Conditionally ready 

contingent on evidence of sufficient continued 
learning in grade 12 

 2013-14 transition year: CST in grade 11 plus 
EAP multiple-choice items and essay 16 



English Language Proficiency 
Assessment for California (ELPAC) 
 SB 201 (initial screening & annual summative) 

and AB 899 (alignment to new standards) 
 ELD Standards (2012) 
 Implementation Plan (2013) 
 Professional Learning Modules (2013-14) 
 ELA/ELD Framework (2014-15) 
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English Language Proficiency 
Assessment for California (ELPAC) 
 Item alignment (2012-13) 

– Analyzed 1,842 items; primary alignment ranged 
from 8 to 35 percent (by domain) 

New test blueprints (2013-14) 
 Administer CELDT as usual (2013-14, 2014-15, 

& 2015-16) 
New ELD assessment system (2016-17) 

contingent on funding 
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California’s New Assessment System 
 SSPI’s Recommendations Report for Transitioning to a Future 

Assessment System http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/ab250.asp  
 California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/  
 School and District Reports http://www.cde.ca.gov/getschoolreport/  

Smarter Balanced Assessment 
 Initial Achievement Level Descriptors and College Content-

Readiness Policy http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2012/11/Smarter-Balanced-ELA-Literacy-ALDs.pdf 

 Preliminary Test Blueprints http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-
balanced-assessments/ 

 Smarter Balanced Question Types 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/question-types.asp  
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Other Resources 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/ab250.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/getschoolreport/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Smarter-Balanced-ELA-Literacy-ALDs.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Smarter-Balanced-ELA-Literacy-ALDs.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/question-types.asp


Smarter Balanced Assessment (continued) 
 Smarter Balanced Resources 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/smarterbalresources.asp 
 Search for content specifications and claims at 

www.smarterbalanced.org 

Comparison of National Assessment Consortia 
 Coming Together to Raise Achievement: New Assessments for the 

Common Core State Standards 
http://www.k12center.org/rsc/pdf/coming_together_to_raise_achieve
ment_april2014.pdf  

English Language Proficiency Assessment 
 CELDT http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/el/ 
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Other Resources 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/smarterbalresources.asp
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.k12center.org/rsc/pdf/coming_together_to_raise_achievement_april2014.pdf
http://www.k12center.org/rsc/pdf/coming_together_to_raise_achievement_april2014.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/el/
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