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Integrated 
Regional Water 
Management 
Plans Have 
Become the 

Planning 
Backbone in 
California 



Investments by 
CA and Fed 

Through IRWMP 
Process 

Regional Water 
Conservation Program 

R-Cubed 

Oro Grande 
Wash 

Recharge 

Non-Native 
Species Removal 

Ames/Reche 
Recharge 

Joshua Basin 
Pipeline & Recharge 



Since 2004 IRWMP, the region has 
received over $50M in state and 

federal grants 



New DWR IRWMP 
Guidelines 

• New Elements 
o Integrated Flood Management 
o Climate Change 
o DAC Outreach 

• Response to Earlier 
Criticism (e.g. Prop. 50) 

• Acknowledgment of 
“Accumulated 
Opportunity”  

• Locals to Figure Out 
How to Bridge the Gap 
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DACs and 
Severely DACs 
Dominate the 

Region  
 

Outreach and 
Engagement 

Different than 
Before 

 
 





IRWM Adopted 
Objectives 

 

 

Together, we’re securing water for today and tomorrow… 



If Support for DACs is so 
Important…. 

 
Where is the Help?  



Money is Available, So 
What is the Disconnect? 
• DACs Traditionally 

Have Hard Time With 
“The System” 

• DACs Not An “Easy 
Investment” 

• DAC Projects Are 
Complicated 

• Local Project 
Management 
Lacking 



How To Use the 
Integrated Process to 

Connect to DACs 
 • Enlist the Plan’s 

Stakeholder Group 
• Develop a Team 
• Governance 
• Look for Partners 
• Invest in the Process 
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Steps to Bridging the Gap
  

 
 

• Must be a grass roots 
effort 

• Partners make it happen 
• Persistent local presence 
• Education and 

communication 
• Somebody has to be the 

“mom” 
• If you don’t have the 

passion you don’t have a 
program 

• The real work is leadership 
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