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First-Time Freshmen Needing Additional Preparation on Entry
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CSU Faculty Innovation

• “Stretch” English widely offered for students needing support in 
written composition courses

• Quantitative Reasoning Task Force report 

• Supplemental instruction programs growing across CSU 
campuses and disciplines

• Course redesign with technology showing positive outcomes

• Enhanced Early Start Program courses showing success



Policy Changes
• Increase Preparation in High School

• More accurate assessment and 
placement

• Strengthen the Early Start Program 

• Ensure all students begin in college-
level, credit-earning courses. Provide 
students with the support they need 

• Expand math pathways



• Effective summer 2018

• Retires the ELM and EPT

• Retains all other measures used to 
determine college readiness 
(CAASPP/EAP, ACT, SAT, AP) 

• Incorporates the use of available student 
data (high school courses, grades, and 
GPA) into a new multiple measures 
model 

Assessment & 
Placement



Early Start Program 
• Early Start Program courses will be 

college credit-bearing experiences, 
primarily satisfying General 
Education (GE) requirements

• Fewer students required to 
participate

• Fee waivers and ability to complete 
at other CSU campuses remain



Course Redesign
• Supported Course Models

• Co-Requisite
• Stretch
• Expanded course model
• External support model 
• Other innovative models

• Opportunity for General Education 
mathematics courses be more 
relevant to the student’s major



Promoting a Fourth Year of 
Math/Quantitative Reasoning



Math and English Performance
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Math Performance by Group
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Math Performance by Group
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Goals for 2018-2019
• Review the 12th grade mathematics offerings currently in 

place by various CSU’s for possible adoption as a transition 
course.

• Review the quantitative reasoning offerings currently in place 
(G requirement in mathematics or one of the sciences and 
make recommendations for moving forward) for possible 
adoption as a 4th Year quantitative reasoning offering.
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Academic Preparation Implementation
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Academic Preparation 
Implementation Guidance

• Continued use of traditional assessment measures

• Introduction of placement indicators based on high school academic 
performance

• Placement will be determined by using traditional and new multiple 
measures, including:

• Test Scores (CAASPP/EAP, AP, SAT, ACT)
• High School Coursework
• High School Grade Point Average (GPA)
• High School Math GPA



Policy Implementation
• Expanded multiple measures will allow student placement in 

courses that satisfy CSU Written Communication (A2) and GE 
Mathematics/ Quantitative Reasoning (B4) into one of four 
categories:

• Category I: Fulfilled the GE area A2 or B4 requirement 
• Category II: GE area A2 or B4 course*
• Category III: Supported GE area A2 or B4 course* 
• Category IV: Supported GE area A2 or B4 course or the first term of an 

applicable stretch course
• Early Start required 

*There will be a bifurcation for math



Adapting Internal Systems
• Use test scores for placement into one of the four categories

• Will use HS coursework, HS GPA and Math GPA for 
placement into one of the four categories

• Will use students major - STEM, Algebra Dependent, Non-
STEM, Statistics Dependent, and Undecided for placement

• Student data from Cal State Apply application will be used



Academic Preparation: GPAs
• Calculating Math GPA

• Effective 2019 both Area C and G courses will be used 
• Courses will be loaded from Cal State Apply application
• Will use  9th, 10th, and 11th grade courses

• Algebra 1/Geometry courses taken in middle school will be added to the 
calculation

• Calculating High School (HS) GPA
• Will use A-G coursework in 10th and 11th grades

• Campuses may use additional student data to place students in 
appropriate courses.



Placement in 
GE Written 

Communication



Placement in 
GE Written 

Communication



Placement in GE Math: 
• Non STEM
• Statistics
• Undecided Majors



Placement in GE Math: 
• Non STEM
• Statistics
• Undecided Majors



Placement in GE Math: 
• STEM
• Pre- STEM
• Math Intensive Majors



Placement in GE Math: 
• STEM
• Pre- STEM
• Math Intensive Majors



Communication Timeline

• High schools will receive new materials by 
December 

• Redesigning CSUStudentSuccess.org website 
• Campuses developing materials/websites



Resources



28

Student Brochure



Academic Preparation Resources
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www.csustudentsuccess.org

Coming Soon!



Resources Available

• Academic Preparation Policy

https://www2.calstate.edu/attend/counselor-resources
• Today’s Presentation
• Academic Preparation Student Brochure



Contact

CSU EAP Coordinators
http://www.calstate.edu/eap/documents/EAPRoster.pdf

Lourdes Kulju, Assistant Director, Academic Preparation and Early Assessment Program
lkulju@calstate.edu



Carolina Cardenas, Director, Academic Preparation, Policies and Programs
ccardenas@calstate.edu


