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Today’s Topics

• Purpose of General Education (GE)

• Sources of CSU GE

• Resources about CSU GE

• Associate Degrees for Transfer & GE

• Upcoming Changes to CSU GE
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You may have heard about changes coming in the CSU…
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Admission requirements have NOT changed!

• High School a-g remains unchanged

• CCC students still must successfully complete a CSU GE (or 
IGETC) approved Subarea B4 (IGETC 2A)

• We will talk later about what HAS changed
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A	Baccalaureate	Degree

Electives

Major
GE
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• General Education
• 48 semester units

• Major coursework
• Varies—typically 30-70 semester units
• May overlap (“double count”) with GE

• Electives
• Whatever you need to hit 120* 

semester units
*with a few exceptions!

Elements of a CSU 
degree



Purpose of 
CSU GE
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Purpose of CSU GE
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CSU General Education Breadth 
requirements have been designed to 
complement the major program and 

electives completed by each 
baccalaureate candidate, to assure 

that graduates have made 
noteworthy progress toward 

becoming truly educated persons.



Purpose of CSU GE
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• Liberal Education and America’s 
Promise (LEAP)

• An initiative of the Association of 
American Colleges and 
Universities

Purpose of CSU GE



What are the 
requirements?
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Category CSU	GE	Breadth CSU	IGETC Semester	
units

English	Communication
A1-Oral	Comm

A2-Written	Comm
A3-Critical	Thinking

1A-Written	Comm
1B-Critical	Thinking
1C-Oral	Comm*

9
*Oral	Comm	is	
required	by	CSU	
only

Math	&	Quantitative	
Reasoning B4 2A 3

Arts	&	Humanities C 3A
3B

9

Social	Science D 4 9

Science	(including	lab)
B1-Physical	Science
B2-Biological	Science

B3-Lab	Activity

5A- Physical	Science
5B- Biological	Science

5C- Lab	Activity
6

Lifelong	Learning	&	Self-
Development E 3 CSU	Only

Language	other	than	
English 6 3 UC	Only

UPPER	DIVISON	GE	
REQUIREMENTS 9	UD	units CSU	Only

Total 39	lower-division units 39	lower-division units 48	total	units



Sources of 
CSU GE
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Sources of CSU General Education



Associate Degrees for Transfer & GE
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Resources for 
understanding 

CSU GE
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Resources about CSU GE
• CSU Executive Order 1100 (August 2017)

• CSU GE Breadth Pattern
• CSU GE Breadth Guiding Notes
• IGETC Standards v. 1.8

• CSU Executive Order 1036
• CSU Academic and Student Affairs Coded memo on External 

Examinations 

• ASSIST
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• http://calstate.edu/EO/EO-1100-
rev-8-23-17.html

CSU Executive Order 1100 
Revised (August 23, 2017)



CSU GE Breadth Pattern-First time freshmen
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Category CSU	GE	Breadth CSU	IGETC Semester	
units

English	Communication
A1-Oral	Comm

A2-Written	Comm
A3-Critical	Thinking

1A-Written	Comm
1B-Critical	Thinking
1C-Oral	Comm*

9

Math	&	Quantitative	
Reasoning B4 2A 3

Arts	&	Humanities C 3A
3B

9

Social	Science D 4 9

Science	(including	lab)
B1-Physical	Science
B2-Biological	Science

B3-Lab	Activity

5A- Physical	Science
5B- Biological	Science

5C- Lab	Activity
6

Lifelong	Learning	&	Self-
Development E 3

Language	other	than	
English 6 3 UC	Only

UPPER	DIVISON	GE	
REQUIREMENTS 9	UD	units

Total 39	lower-division	units 39 48	total	units



CSU GE Breadth Pattern-Transfer Students
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Category CSU	GE	Breadth CSU	IGETC Semester	
units

English	Communication
A1-Oral	Comm

A2-Written	Comm
A3-Critical	Thinking

1A-Written	Comm
1B-Critical	Thinking
1C-Oral	Comm*

9
*Oral	Comm	is	
required	by	CSU	
only

Math	&	Quantitative	
Reasoning B4 2A 3

Arts	&	Humanities C 3A
3B

9

Social	Science D 4 9

Science	(including	lab)
B1-Physical	Science
B2-Biological	Science

B3-Lab	Activity

5A- Physical	Science
5B- Biological	Science

5C- Lab	Activity
6

Lifelong	Learning	&	Self-
Development E 3 CSU	Only

Language	other	than	
English 6 3 UC	Only

UPPER	DIVISON	GE	
REQUIREMENTS 9	UD	units CSU	Only

Total 39	lower-division	units 39	lower-division	units 48	total	units
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• Add link

CSU GE Breadth Guiding 
Notes
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• ICAS Website

IGETC Standards v. 1.8
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• http://calstate.edu/EO/EO-1036.html

CSU Executive Order 1036
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• http://www.calstate.edu/acadaff/codedmem
os/ASA-2017-13.pdf

CSU Academic and Student Affairs Coded 
memo on External Examinations 
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• Assist.org

ASSIST



Upcoming 
changes to 

CSU GE
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High School Counselors
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Upcoming changes to CSU GE
• Admission requirements for first-time freshmen have NOT 

changed!
• a-g remain the same

• Mathematics 
• Algebra 1
• Geometry
• Algebra 2
• Recommended 4th year of mathematics/quantitative reasoning

• AP Exams: May be some new tests permitted for CSU GE 
Breadth Area B429



Community College Counselors
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Upcoming changes to CSU GE
• Requirements for CSU GE Breadth Area B4 –

Mathematics/Quantitative Reasoning
• Prerequisite of intermediate algebra has been removed
• Prerequisites might remain in some based on the skills and 

knowledge required for the class
• Students should be advised into a mathematics/quantitative 

reasoning course appropriate to their major

• Other changes
• Academic Senate CSU General Education Task Force
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• We are here to help you provide students 
with:
• Understanding the difference between GE as a 

checklist and as part of a coherent degree
• Information about credit for prior learning from 

exams or courses
• The ability to distinguish admission eligibility 

from GE certification (transfer students)

Final thoughts



For more information

• Alison Wrynn, State University Associate Dean
• awrynn@calstate.edu
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calstate.edu
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Area B4
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