
AT THE CSU
FIND YOUR PLACE

FRESHMAN



 FIND LIFE-CHANGING POSSIBILITIES 
From Cal Poly Humboldt in the north to Fresno State in the central valley to San Diego 
State in the south and all the vibrant cities in between, the CSU offers you more choices 
and connections than any other public university. When you attend the CSU, you’re joining 
a community from across the nation and around the world. Our students come from 
California’s wide range of cultures and traditions, and you’ll tap into an alumni network 
that’s four million graduates strong thriving in technology, entertainment, public health, 
environmental science, education, and more.

A COLLEGE DEGREE PAYS OFF
Annual wage and salary income

Less than high school
High school diploma

Some college
Associate degree

Bachelor’s degree
Advanced degree

$40K $60K $80K $100K $120K $140K $160K

 25th percentile    
 50th percentile  
 75th percentile

SOURCE: American Community Survey, 1-year Estimates, 2021.



 FIND COMMUNITY AND  
 CONNECTION 
Everyone is welcome at the CSU. It is our diversity, 
in fact, that fuels our collective greatness and 
makes it possible for students to find a sense of 
belonging and community. 

During your time at the CSU, community will likely 
come to mean many different things to you: The 
lasting friendships you create. The world-class 
teaching and hands-on learning opportunities  
you’ll experience. And the professional network 
you start to form—one you can rely on throughout 
your career.

We also define student success as how you 
succeed both in and outside the classroom. 
Academic support such as tutoring, academic 
advisement and career services can be found  
at every university as well as opportunities  
to expand your learning through study abroad 
and internships. You can also access a wide 
range of services to support your mental and 
emotional well-being.  

THE CSU ADVANTAGE  
When you enroll at the CSU you have access to:

 More than 4,000 job-ready degree programs, 
many in California’s leading industries 

 Hands-on research in the classroom and in 
the field

 Career and internship support that can give 
you an advantage in the job market

 Flexible ways to learn, including online and 
hybrid (a mix of in-person and online) classes

 Mentoring by world-class faculty for 
research and entrepreneurial, creative and 
scholarly work

“The work I did at the CSU 
prepared me to handle 

whatever job I got.” 

SALAM ALI
Alumna, Chico State

“San Francisco State gave 
me a sense of community as 
a young Kenyan immigrant 
and a sense of belonging 
in a country where I knew 

less than 10 people… It also 
affirmed to me that hard 

work, focus and drive could 
be rewarding.” 

DR. CHRIS WACHIRA
Alumna, San Francisco State 



 FIND FUNDING FOR  
 YOUR DEGREE 
Did you know the CSU provides the most 
affordable higher education compared to 
similar institutions across the country? And 
if you need financial help, you’re not alone: 
More than 80% of CSU students receive some 
kind of financial aid.

Financial aid can include any of the following,  
or a combination of sources of funding:

 Grants

 Scholarships

 Fellowships

 Work-Study

 Aid for teachers and veterans

 Loans

www.calstate.edu/apply

“No one in my family has 
ever attended college and 

created a career. Being 
the first one to earn a 

degree means I get to set 
an example for my siblings 
and inspire them to attend 
college. It means I will be 

able to have a career I like 
instead of a job I applied to 
just because I needed it.”

MARIA ESMERALDA ESPINOZA
Alumna, CSU Bakersfield

https://www.calstate.edu/apply?utm_campaign=13301


www.calstate.edu/apply

RANKING & ACCOLADES 
Our universities consistently earn  
accolades for quality, value and  

upward financial mobility. 

Explore your options  
and opportunities at 

CAL STATE APPLY.

Explore 3,500 courses in

SERVICE LEARNING  
at the CSU.

Learn more about  

SCHOLARSHIPS. 

Did you know you can 

USE AID TO PAY  
for more than just tuition–including  

housing, food, books and more? 

Discover how the CSU advances

STUDENT SUCCESS.

Fill out the Free Application for 

FEDERAL STUDENT AID  
(FAFSA) to  find out  

if you quality for aid.

Learn more about our  

CSU COMMUNITIES.

https://www.calstate.edu/apply?utm_campaign=13301
https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/why-the-csu-matters/Pages/best-of-rankings.aspx?utm_campaign=13301
https://www.calstate.edu/apply?utm_campaign=13301
https://www.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/community/center-for-community-engagement?utm_campaign=13301
https://www.calstate.edu/attend/paying-for-college/financial-aid/types/Pages/scholarships.aspx?utm_campaign=13301
https://www.calstate.edu/apply/paying-for-college?utm_campaign=13301
https://www.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/student-success?utm_campaign=13301
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa?utm_campaign=13301
https://www.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/community?utm_campaign=13301


VISIT CALSTATE.EDU/APPLY
 Learn about admission requirements for incoming freshmen.

 Explore our universities and degree programs.

 Sign up to tour the campus(es) you’re interested in, virtually or 
in-person.

 Research tuition and your options for financial aid.

Become

A FRESHMAN   
at the CSU.

Choose from
23 UNIVERSITIES

SAN LUIS OBISPO BAKERSFIELD

LOS ANGELES

NORTHRIDGE

CHANNEL ISLANDS

DOMINGUEZ HILLS
LONG BEACH

FULLERTON

SAN BERNARDINO
POMONA

SAN MARCOS

SAN DIEGO

FRESNO
MONTEREY BAY

SAN JOSÉ

STANISLAUS
EAST BAYSAN FRANCISCO

MARITIME

SACRAMENTO
SONOMA

CHICO

HUMBOLDT

https://www.calstate.edu/apply/freshman?utm_campaign=13301
https://www.calstate.edu/apply?utm_campaign=13301

