
CSU INDUSTRY 
IMPACT

CSU graduates are the backbone 
of California’s workforce—diverse, 
skilled, and ready to lead in every 
corner of the state. With 22 campuses 
and more than 4.3 million alumni, the 
CSU is undoubtedly fueling California’s 
economy—region by region, industry 
by industry. Nearly half of all bachelor’s 
degrees in California are awarded by 
the CSU in disciplines directly tied to 
California’s evolving workforce needs, 
ensuring students are trained for 
in-demand jobs in their communities, 
supporting local economies.

Graduates of the CSU system contribute to the state’s key 
industries across the economic spectrum. Among the wide range 
of CSU departments and programs, many produce the majority 
of California graduates in a given year. These annual pipelines 
drive the California economy and spur the continued growth and 
development across the state. 

The CSU prepares over 7,700 new teachers annually 

78% of bachelor’s degrees in agriculture awarded

The CSU awarded 49% of the total California degrees in 

media, culture and design 

The CSU produces 51% of all hospitality graduates across 
the state 

At 55%, more than half of all California-based health care 
graduates matriculated from a CSU campus

53% of all general engineering bachelor’s degrees issued in 
California in 2024 were from a CSU

Beyond supplying the workforce for California’s critical industries, 
CSU generates industry supply chain activity when spending 
occurs at campuses across the state. CSU’s capital, operational, 
and auxiliary spending support supply chains that contribute to 
the local, regional, and state communities through employment, 
industry spending, and tax revenue.

$23.4B
Industry  
Activity

$11B
Labor 

Income

$1.5B
Tax Revenue 

162,100
Jobs 

•

Source: CSU Economic Impact Study, 2025 

Scan the QR code to read the CSU’s 
Economic Impact Report.

WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT

INDUSTRY SUPPLY CHAIN

Most of the operational spending generated impacts within 
industry sectors associated with higher education, however 
construction, retail locations comprise the top 10 industries 
impacted.

NOTE: CSU spending and data from degrees issued in academic year 2023-24 
supported the figures above
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•

•

https://www.calstate.edu/impact


The majority of CSU capital, operational, and auxiliary spending 
data was sourced from the Financial Information Record 
Management System (FIRMS) data and was provided by the 
Chancellor’s Office. These data were allocated to appropriate 
industry sectors based on existing methodology from previous 
studies and current IMPLAN 546 sector supply chains. Spending 
categories are allocated to campus regions are aggregated on 
IMPLAN sector and modeled to generate direct, indirect, and 
induced impacts for the state.

METHODOLOGY

CSU INDUSTRY
SPOTLIGHT

A NEW TEACHER’S 
JOURNEY

For Hilda Cárdenas, the path to 
becoming an educator was deeply 
personal. A first-generation college 
graduate from Lamont, California, 
Cárdenas grew up attending schools 
in the very district where she will soon 
begin her teaching career. Inspired 
by the CSU Bakersfield degrees 
proudly displayed in her childhood 
classrooms, she set her sights on 
CSUB early on. “I always thought it 
was so cool to see those diplomas 
on the wall,” she recalls. “I wanted 
to go there—or at least visit. Now 
I’ve done both.” At CSUB, Cárdenas 
found more than just a degree; she 
found a community. From the staff 
members in CSUB’s Advising Center 
and Student Recreation Center to 
the cohort of peers she met in her 
credential courses, she built a strong 
support network that helped her 
thrive. “We were all on the same path,” 
she says. “Seeing the same faces 
in late-night classes and then again 
in our residency meetings kept me 
motivated.” 

Ty Herring never imagined that as a college student he would 
get a glimpse behind the curtain at the NFL’s West Coast 
headquarters in Inglewood. But for two weeks in June, he worked 
side by side with the creative team that packages game footage 
and graphics for the NFL Insider television program. “You walk into 
this incredible atmosphere,” says Herring, recalling the moment 
he arrived at the headquarters. “Highlight clips are playing on 
all the TV monitors, and team branding is hanging everywhere. 
It was amazing.” Herring, who will be a sophomore in the fall 
semester, was one of 20 students selected from a pool of more 
than 300 applicants for a paid internship in the NFL’s Technical 
Operations Training Camp. Linda DeYampert is Director of Studio 
Environmental Health & Safety and a proud Toro. She earned her 
business degree at CSUDH in 1999 before beginning her long 
career with the NFL and says the organization has many attractive 
options for college graduates. 

PREPARING FOR
A TOUCHDOWN

Scan QR code to read more about Herring’s story .

Scan QR code to read more
about Cárdenas’ story.

https://news.csudh.edu/herring-nfl-internship/
https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/news/Pages/CSU-Grads-Fueling-Californias-Future.aspx
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