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What is COAST?
CSU-wide network of faculty members and 
students actively working to address critical 

marine, coastal and coastal watershed issues.

CSU Channel Islands



What does COAST do?
Promotes research and education to advance our 

knowledge of marine and coastal systems. 

Grant Waltz 
Cal Poly SLO



We want you!!!
COAST is committed to creating a more diverse and inclusive 
marine and coastal science community. 

Students who are members of a group that is historically under-
represented in marine and coastal science, including students 
who are Hispanic/LatinX, Black or African American, Asian, 
Pacific Islander, American Indian or Alaska Native; female; 
LGBTQIA+; first-generation college students; economically 
disadvantaged; veterans; and students with disabilities are 
strongly encouraged to apply to all of our opportunities. 

https://www2.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/research/coast/Pages/Anti-
Racism_Inclusive_Diversity_Resources.aspx



COAST supports marine, coastal and 
coastal watershed research

The open and coastal ocean



Coastal zones (bays, estuaries, beaches)

COAST supports marine, coastal and 
coastal watershed research



Coastal watersheds 
Clear and direct linkages with coast or ocean: anadromous fish, surface and 

groundwater flow, water quality, land use, etc.

COAST supports marine, coastal and 
coastal watershed research

Heidi Lovig
Humboldt



NOT limited to California



Stay informed!

• Website
• Student E-mail List 
• Social Media



www.calstate.edu/coast





www.calstate.edu/coast



csucoast



https://www2.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/research/coast/funding/Pages/StudentFAQ.aspx



Undergraduate Student
Research Support Program

$2,500 available to 
campus to support 
undergraduate student 
marine, coastal and 
coastal watershed 
research and related 
activities

Michael Espinoza
Fullerton



• Fall 2021? 
• Faculty member with 

whom you will be 
working

• Campus Faculty  
Representatives

Who to Contact

Melissa Belen-Gonzalez 
San Diego



Paid COAST 
Summer Internships

• Marine/coastal/coastal 
watershed focused

• For continuing students

• State and federal agencies, 
non-profits, and private 
industry

• 400-hour commitment
(10-11 weeks)

• $6,000 stipend!

Andrew Brinkman, 
Channel Islands

Benjamin Potter, Cal Maritime
Alice Dornblaser, Long Beach



We want you!!!
COAST is committed to creating a more diverse and inclusive 
marine and coastal science community. 

Students who are members of a group that is historically under-
represented in marine and coastal science, including students 
who are Hispanic/LatinX, Black or African American, Asian, 
Pacific Islander, American Indian or Alaska Native; female; 
LGBTQIA+; first-generation college students; economically 
disadvantaged; veterans; and students with disabilities are 
strongly encouraged to apply to all of our opportunities. 

Applicants of any race, ethnicity, color, religion, gender, gender 
identity or expression, sexual orientation, national origin, age, 
dis/ability or veteran status are welcome.



Who can apply? 
• Rising juniors and seniors and graduate 

students 
– 60 semester units or 90 quarter units completed 

by end of Spring 2021
• Continuing students
– Enrolled for Fall 2021 in same program you were 

in during Spring 2021
– Cannot graduate at end of Spring 2021

• Undocumented and international students 
– Some individual internships may have more 

stringent requirements



Summer 2020 Internship Hosts
• CA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Marine 

Region

• CA Ocean Science Trust

• Channel Islands National Marine 
Sanctuary

• NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service
– Protected Resources Division
– Sustainable Fisheries Division

• Smithsonian Environmental Research 
Center

• Tijuana River National Estuarine Research 
Reserve

Shiho Koike
Cal Poly SLO

Planning for in-person participation but will transition to hybrid or remote if necessary. Any in-person activities 
will adhere to CDC COVID-19 protocols.



Bodega Bay

Sacramento

Santa Barbara 

Long Beach 

San Diego/
Imperial Beach

Tiburon

Summer 2020 Internship Locations



https://www2.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/research/coast/funding/Pages/COAST-
Student-Internships-Summer-2021.aspx

NINE different internship opportunities







Academic  Background

• Biology 
• Environmental policy, science or studies
• Marine biology or ecology
• Marine invertebrate taxonomy
• Natural resources 
• Resource management
• Statistical concepts and methods



Technical Skills 

• R statistical 
computing

• Microsoft Office, 
including Access

• Basic data analysis, 
graphing, and 
presentation

• ArcGIS

David Minovitz
Monterey Bay



Experience 

• Fisheries 
management or 
conservation
• Library research 

methods
• Outreach and 

education
• Scientific 

instrumentationKathlyn Franco
Los Angeles



Soft Skills

• Excellent verbal, written and organizational 
skills

• Strong interpersonal and communication skills
• Critical thinking, analytical and problem 

solving skills
• Ability to take initiative and work 

independently
• Ability to work in team setting



Apply for up to FOUR internships



How to apply

1. Submit ONE Google 
form

2. Attach your 
Application 
Package(s)

3. CSU faculty member 
must submit Letter 
of Recommendation 
for you



Application Package(s)

1. Application Form
2. Resume
3. Full transcripts

You will create an 
application package for 
EACH internship you 
apply to. 



Application Form

• Relevant experience
– List courses, computer 

skills, 
– Describe field and lab 

experience

• Interest, goals and  
qualifications

Customize for each 
internship you apply for



Application Package(s)

1. Application Form
2. Resume
– Two-page max

3. Full transcripts

Your Name
Address

Phone    Email



https://www2.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/research/coast/students/Pages/resume-building.aspx



Application Package(s)

1. Application Form
2. Resume
3. Full transcripts
– Unofficial ok
– ALL two- and four-

year institutions 
attended

– Must include GPA



Letter of Recommendation

MUST BE
• From a CSU faculty 

member
– The faculty member MUST 

submit the letter

• On institutional 
letterhead and signed

• Received by the 
application deadline

Julisa Portugal
Los Angeles



Timeline
Application deadline: Tuesday, March 2, 2021 

5:00 p.m. Pacific time

• Interview and 
selection process: 
March–April 
• Applicants notified:

Late April-early May
• Internship start: 

Early June
Trevor Manger, Sonoma



Internship Benefits

• Work side-by-side with 
scientists and managers 
in field and laboratory 
settings 

• Learn technical and 
professional skills 

• Workplace experience

• $6,000 stipend!
Annie Nash, Humboldt



The most important thing I learned was how the real world of 
engineering works. I have learned things during this internship 

that could only be experienced by working in the field. 
–Gabriel Kardener, Cal Poly SLO

This internship has given me the confidence to continue to excel in 
school and life in general…the necessary tools to pursue a career in 
marine science.
–Matthew Kim, Pomona

Internship Impact

This internship has increased my 
confidence as a professional and left 

me more equipped with a wider 
range of skills and experiences to 
tackle the next step in my career.

-Demetra Panos, NorthridgeJolene Bertetto
San Francisco



We want you!!!
COAST is committed to creating a more diverse and inclusive 
marine and coastal science community. 

Students who are members of a group that is historically under-
represented in marine and coastal science, including students 
who are Hispanic/LatinX, Black or African American, Asian, 
Pacific Islander, American Indian or Alaska Native; female; 
LGBTQIA+; first-generation college students; economically 
disadvantaged; veterans; and students with disabilities are 
strongly encouraged to apply to all of our opportunities. 

Applicants of any race, ethnicity, color, religion, gender, gender 
identity or expression, sexual orientation, national origin, age, 
dis/ability or veteran status are welcome.



Contact Information

Krista Kamer
kkamer@csumb.edu

Kimberly Jassowski
kjassowski@csumb.edu

www.calstate.edu/coast

mailto:kkamer@csumb.edu
mailto:kjassowski@csumb.edu

