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AY 2024-25 HIGHLIGHTS 

This year, COAST 

1. Invested more than $655,000 in research, training and professional development for CSU 
faculty members and students, supporting 10 faculty members and 240 students throughout 
the system.  

2. Celebrated more than $1.35M in external awards to CSU faculty members as a result of 
prior COAST support.  

3. Received $440,000 in extramural funding this year:  
a. Alfred P. Sloan Foundation: Equitable Pathways to Ocean STEM Graduate 

Education: Building a Bridge from a MSI to an R1 Emerging MSI. $250,000 in 
partnership with Cal State Long Beach and UCLA.  

b. National Science Foundation (NSF): Marine Science Student Success in the CSU 
NSF S-STEM Collaborative Planning Grant. $98,000, involves eight CSU 
campuses 

c. $91,000 in match funding from the host organizations for our Summer 2025 
internship program.  

4. Supported the participation of five undergraduate students and one faculty member in an 
oceanographic cruise off the coast of California for 21 days.  

5. Released the fourth request for proposals for the State Science Information Needs Program 
on the topic of floating offshore wind energy development.  
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EQUITABLE AND INCLUSIVE BROADER PARTICIPATION 

COAST is deeply committed to creating a more inclusive and diverse marine science research 
community. We are focused on comprehensive student preparation, changing faculty mindsets, 
and creating inclusive institutional cultures.  
 
In 2024 we received two external awards that support and further our efforts:  

1. Equitable Pathways to Ocean STEM Graduate Education: Building a Bridge from 
an MSI to an R1 Emerging MSI — $250,000 from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation (Sloan 
Foundation) through the Creating Exemplary Pathways to STEM Graduate Education 
program, in partnership with Cal State Long Beach and UCLA. 

2. Marine Science Student Success in the CSU NSF S-STEM Collaborative Planning 
Grant— $98,000 from NSF through the S-STEM program, involving eight CSU 
campuses. 

 
With funding from the Sloan foundation, we established the “Pathways To STEM Doctoral 
Degrees: Undergraduate Research In Ocean And Marine Sciences” program (Pathways program) 
in collaboration with the Center for Developing Leadership in Science (CDLS) at UCLA and CSU 
Long Beach (CSULB). This program is modeled after National Institutes of Health programs that 
prepare large numbers of students from historically marginalized communities to pursue advanced 
degrees in biomedicine. Pathways leverages the collective expertise of COAST, CDLS and 
CSULB to apply effective systems and practices that remove barriers to participation and create 
equitable and inclusive ocean STEM educational environments in which students from 
marginalized groups can thrive. The project has two primary goals: 1) preparing ocean STEM 
undergraduates for successful entry into doctoral programs, and 2) transferring CSU knowledge to 
UCLA to help dismantle historical barriers to participation and foster culture change. 
 
Beginning in February 2026, four selected CSULB undergraduate students will each receive a 
scholarship worth more than $26,000 to support tuition, living expenses, and research supplies. In 
Spring 2026, Scholars will prepare for a hands-on research experience in a UCLA laboratory 
during Summer 2026. In Fall 2026, they will receive individualized guidance as they apply to 
ocean or marine STEM doctoral programs for admission in Fall 2027. Throughout the program, 
Scholars will participate in team-building activities, develop career skills, explore opportunities 
for academic and personal growth, and build their professional networks. A dedicated mentoring 
team comprising UCLA faculty members and graduate students, a CSULB faculty member, and 
CDLS and COAST staff will provide individualized support to each Scholar to help ensure their 
academic, professional, and personal success.  
 
The NSF Collaborative Planning Grant (CPG) is allowing us to develop a six-year $5M proposal 
including eight CSU campuses for submission in March 2026. This proposal will seek funding to 
determine the most effective combinations of campus-based student supports and COAST 
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programming to prepare low-income undergraduate students to successfully pursue employment 
or graduate degrees in ocean and marine STEM or in STEM fields more broadly. The nationally 
scalable model we develop will allow colleges and universities across the U.S. of all sizes to 
provide students with greater opportunities for upward socioeconomic mobility through advanced 
STEM degrees while also meeting regional and national workforce demand in areas of strategic 
importance. 

 
In May 2025, we convened the 
second joint CSU-UC 
Advancing Marine Science 
Mentoring Practices 
Workshop in partnership with 
the UC San Diego (UCSD) 
Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography (SIO). COAST 
was awarded $90,000 from 
UCSD for this activity. This 
two-day, in-person workshop 
was held at the SIO campus 

and was facilitated by Dr. Diana Azurdia, Director of the UCLA Entering Mentoring Training 
Program, using curriculum adapted from the Center for the Improvement of Mentored Experiences 
in Research (CIMER) Entering Mentoring program. Between the May 2025 training and a 
previous one in April 2024, 55 faculty and staff members from CSU and UC campuses have 
learned culturally-inclusive mentoring skills and effective implementation strategies.  
 
Early in 2025, five CSU undergraduate 
students from four different campuses 
were recruited to participate in the Marine 
Microbial Energy at Sea expedition. This 
oceanographic cruise was funded through 
a $1.3M award from NSF to University of 
Miami (UM), SIO, and COAST at 
CSUMB. The 21-day cruise aboard the 
R/V Langseth, a University-National 
Oceanographic Laboratory System 
(UNOLS) global class research vessel, 
took the students as far as 200 nautical 
miles off the coast of California. The 
students engaged in rigorous pre-cruise scientific preparation and COAST-led activities designed 
to foster personal and professional growth. Aboard the ship, the students participated in all of the 
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cruise’s main activities and carried out their own independent research projects. In February 2026, 
the students will each present the results of their research at the international Ocean Sciences 
Meeting in Glasgow, Scotland. More detail is included in the Supporting Student Development 
section of this report. 
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SUPPORTING FACULTY RESEARCH  

COAST supports CSU faculty members’ research, pursuit of extramural funding, and professional 
development. The collective goals of our funding programs are to increase 1) the total amount of 
extramural funding for ocean and coastal research and education in the CSU, 2) the number of 
externally funded CSU ocean- and coastal-related principal investigators, and 3) the overall 
research capacity of the CSU.  
 
In AY 2024-25, only two of four faculty funding programs were offered because of limited 
funding.  

  
2025 Faculty Support 

FACULTY AWARD 
PROGRAM 

Number of 
Awards 

Number of 
Faculty 

Members 
Supported 

Number of 
Participating 

Campuses 

Funding 
Amount 

Grant Development Program  5 7 5 $116,392 

Rapid Response Funding  2 3 2 $14,958 

TOTAL 7 10  $131,350 

 
 
 
Grant Development Program 
The Grant Development Program (GDP) supports CSU faculty members and research associates 
to develop and submit full proposals for extramural funding for ocean and coastal research and 
educational projects. Awards fund activities necessary to maximize subsequent success in 
obtaining external funding, such as reassigned time and summer salary, data collection, sample 
analysis and data analysis, and student support.  
  
COAST made five GDP awards totaling $116,392 in AY 2024-25. Awards began May 1, 2025, 
and are 18 months in duration, ending October 31, 2026. Awardees are expected to submit full 
proposals for extramural funding within 24 months of receiving COAST support. These proposals 
should aim to generate a 10:1 return on investment.  
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Award Recipients Project Title 

Dr. Lydia Baker 
Marine Biology, Monterey Bay 

Functional dynamics and climate change vulnerability of the gut 
microbiome of omnivorous sharks 

Dr. Read Betsy 
Biological Sciences, San Marcos 
 
Dr. Phadke Sujal 
Biological Sciences, San Marcos 

Unraveling environmental triggers and genetic mechanisms 
underlying morphological differentiation and ploidy switch in 
marine haptophytes 

Dr. Nicholas Shikuma 
Biology, San Diego 

Marine animal recruitment via bacterial pore formation 

Dr. Micaela Szykman Gunther 
Wildlife, Humboldt 
 
Dr. Birgitte McDonald 
Moss Landing Marine Laboratories, 
San Jose 

Health and resilience of harbor seals along the West Coast of 
California 

Dr. Claire Till 
Chemistry, Humboldt  
 

Iron sources in the Galapagos 

 

Rapid Response Funding  
The Rapid Response Funding program provides funding for unanticipated, urgent projects that 
require a response outside of the existing annual COAST funding opportunities. Awards must be 
used to support activities associated with unexpected or sudden events.  
 
COAST made two awards totaling $14,958 in AY 2024-25.  

 
Award Recipients Project Title 

Dr. Erika Holland 
Dr. Christine Whitcraft 
Biological Sciences, Long Beach 

Monitoring early and ongoing impacts of the Palisade Fire on 
nearby estuaries 

Dr. Amanda Kahn 
Moss Landing Marine Laboratories, 
San José 

Characterizing the unique deep-sea communities of brine-
dominated hydrothermal fluid discharges from the Cleft 
Segment, Juan de Fuca Ridge 

 

 
 



 
 

8 

State Science Information Needs Program 
The State Science Information Needs Program (SSINP) directly supports the state of California’s 
highest priority ocean and coastal related needs for scientific information. The program funds 
research designed to address California’s most critical ocean and coastal concerns and solutions. 
The goal of the program is to provide the science needed for informed policy development and 
evidence-based decision making in a timely and actionable manner. 
 
In January 2025, we released our fourth Request for Proposals (RFP) on the topic of floating 
offshore wind energy development. We received six proposals collectively requesting more than 
$2.1M. Three proposals totaling $843,445 from faculty members at Humboldt, Long Beach and 
Pomona were selected for funding, which will begin in AY 2025-26.  
 
Award Recipients Project Title 

Dr. Dawn Goley 
Biological Sciences, Humboldt 
 
Dr. Micaela Gunther 
Wildlife, Humboldt 

Harbor seal abundance, distribution, and diet in the 
Humboldt Bay, California Wind Energy Area 

Dr. Eric Bjorkstedt 
Dr. Jose R Marin Jarrin 
Dr. Andrew Kinziger 
Fisheries Biology, Humboldt 
 
Dr. Daniel Barton 
Wildlife, Humboldt 
 
Dr. Arne Jacobson 
Engineering, Humboldt 

Ecological profile and the Humboldt Wind Energy Lease 
Area and anticipated transit route: seabirds, marine 
mammals, salmonids, and other fish 

Dr. Jeremy Claisse 
Biological Science, Pomona 
 
Dr. Daniel Pondella 
Biology, Long Beach 

Estimating cumulative impacts of the floating OSW 
platforms and associated infrastructure on demersal fishes 
in California’s Wind Energy Areas 
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Extramural Funding 
Faculty members secured more than $1.4M in extramural funding in AY 2024-25 as a result of 
prior COAST support.  
 

Principal Investigator(s) Funder Prior COAST 
Support Amount to CSU 

Dr. Jose R Marin Jarrin 
Dr. Eric Bjorkstedt 
Dr. Darren Ward 
Dr. Andrew Kinziger 
Michelle Schuiteman 
Fisheries Biology, Humboldt 
 
Dr. Paul Bourdeau 
Biological Sciences, Humboldt 
 
Dr. Laurie Richmond 
Environmental Science & 
Management, Humboldt 

University of 
California Office of 
the President 

Match for California 
Sea Grant New Faculty 
Awards 
2020-21 
$27,400 

$1,100,000* 

Dr. Jose R Marin Jarrin 
Dr. Andrew Kinziger 
Michelle Schuiteman 
Fisheries Biology, Humboldt 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service 

Rapid Response 
Award  
2023-24 
$7,200 

$254,000** 

Total    
*ROI = 34:1 
**ROI = 39:1 
 
  

http://www2.humboldt.edu/environment/
http://www2.humboldt.edu/environment/


 
 

10 

SUPPORTING STUDENT DEVELOPMENT 

COAST is committed to 1) increasing the diversity of marine and coastal science undergraduate 
and graduate student populations within the CSU, 2) creating a more inclusive and diverse marine 
science community in California and beyond, and 3) ultimately increasing the diversity of marine 
science professionals nationwide. To advance these goals, COAST supports CSU undergraduate 
and graduate students engaged in ocean- and coastal-related activities through research awards, 
field experience, travel grants, and internships. COAST funding helps students meet their financial 
obligations and devote more time to their academic work and research projects than would 
otherwise be possible. This support helps students continue their studies, persist in STEM majors, 
and complete their degrees in less time.  
 
COAST made 248 awards totaling $524,317 to 240 individual students in AY 2024-25.  
 

STUDENT PROGRAM Number of 
Awards 

Number of 
Participating 

Campuses 

Funding 
Amount 

Coale Graduate Scholar Award Program 46 14 $184,000 

Field Experiences Support Program 49 10 $58,057 

Graduate Student Engagement Award 
Program 

2 2 $5,000 

Student Travel Award Program 45 13 $36,114 

Summer Internship Program 22 8 $171,000 

Undergraduate Student Research Support 
Program 

84 22 $69,000 

General Support - - $1,146 

TOTAL 248 
 
- 

 
$524,317 

 
The goals of the COAST student programs are to 1) broaden participation in ocean and coastal 
research and 2) prepare students to join a highly skilled, technologically advanced workforce. A 
number of our programs utilize high-impact practices (HIPs) including undergraduate research, 
internships, and field experiences, to help students develop their scientific identity and foster a 
sense of belonging.  
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Coale Graduate Scholar Awards 
In 2024-25, 46 graduate students from 14 campuses received awards, which can be used for 
personal expenses (e.g., living expenses, tuition and fees, child care), research costs (e.g., materials 
and supplies, contractual services, travel), or a combination of the two. Applicants construct their 
own budgets and obtain departmental approval as part of the application process. These awards 
enable students to conduct their work and complete their theses efficiently and effectively. 
 

This award did far more than provide funding for my research and tuition. It gave me the 
stability to make real progress on my thesis, the confidence to navigate imposter syndrome, 

and the push I needed to put myself out there professionally. That support helped me finish my 
thesis faster and believe more fully in my place in this field. 

Sarah Shiers, San Francisco 
Coale Graduate Scholar 

 
Field Experience Support  
The Field Experience Support program aims to reduce or remove financial barriers to field 
experiences by providing funding to students to purchase personal gear that is theirs to keep, travel 
to field sites, or cover extra fees associated with field courses. Awards enable students to do things 
they wouldn’t be able to do otherwise, or wouldn’t be able to do without creating significant 
financial hardship. This increases access to field experiences, particularly for economically 
challenged students, and to broaden participation further, priority is given to students who have 
little or no field experience. 
 
COAST made awards to 49 undergraduate students totaling $58,507 (Appendix).  
 

Applying for the COAST Field Experiences Award was one of the best decisions I made 
this year because it gave me the opportunity to grow in ways I worked so hard for without 
worrying about financial barriers. As an undergraduate student in STEM, this award was 

a huge weight off my shoulder and allowed me to be fully present in my field experience.  

Andrea Pantoja, Channel Islands 
Undergraduate Field Experience Support Program awardee 
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Undergraduate Student Research Support  
The Undergraduate Research Support program provided $3,000 to each campus to support 
undergraduate students involved in ocean and coastal research. Campus representatives are 
responsible for implementing this program and awarding the funds on their respective campuses. 
This year, 22 campuses successfully allocated their funding and supported 84 students (Appendix). 

 
The work that I have done with the Lower Kern River has been foundational to a 

career in aquatic wildlife restoration. I would not have been able to do this without the 
generous help of CSU COAST. 

Andrew Alba, Bakersfield 
Undergraduate Student Research Support Program awardee 

 
Summer Internships 
Through the Summer Internship program, students work side by side with professionals involved 
in marine and coastal research, management and policy. COAST interns gain valuable work 
experience and learn professional and technical skills that complement their education and provide 
significant employment opportunities. Additionally, these students are better able to make 
informed decisions about STEM-related fields and advanced degrees they may wish to pursue. To 
date, more than 200 interns have been placed with state and federal agencies, nonprofits and private 
companies. Many COAST interns have been hired by their hosts following their internship, 
demonstrating that the program is a valuable career pathway for both employers and CSU students.  
 
Sixteen undergraduate and five graduate students from eight campuses were placed with 13 hosts 
(Appendix). Interns are provided $8,000 stipends for 400 hours over the summer plus travel and 
miscellaneous expenses. COAST provides half of each stipend and the host organization provides 
the other half as well as any internship-related travel costs or miscellaneous expenses. This 
amounted to $91,000 in external funding this year.  
 
My own expectations about myself as a student and a scientist have changed as a result of this 
experience … I feel that I am a much more established professional and can communicate with 
other professionals well. … I know the general direction that I want my career to take now. … I 
am much more interested in water quality science and hydrology than I was before, and I feel 
much more prepared to get a job after completing this internship. 

Spencer Zink, San Luis Obispo 
Summer 2025 Urban Water Quality Intern with the California Marine Sanctuary Foundation 

 
Quantitative data show strong positive effects of our internship program on participants, who 
demonstrate significant growth in both professional development and personal identity. 
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Metric  PRE-experience POST-experience 

I know what ethical conduct in my field of 
research looks like. 70% 100% 

I understand how research is conducted. 57% 90% 

I feel like I belong in this field of science. 55% 94% 

I have come to think of myself as a scientist. 55% 97% 

I am able to contribute my skills and knowledge to 
a research team. 65% 90% 

 
 
Student Travel Awards 
The Student Travel Award program supports continuing CSU undergraduate and graduate students 
to attend and present the results of their original ocean and coastal research at scientific meetings 
and conferences. The goals of the program are to enable students to participate in transformative 
experiences and to highlight CSU research at a national level. COAST provided $36,114 in travel 
support to 7 undergraduate and 38 graduate students from 13 campuses (Appendix).  
 
Receiving the CSU COAST Student Travel Award had an exceptional impact on my personal and 
professional development through the engagement I was able to have with Tribal Ecological 
Knowledge and fisheries scientists around the United States. 

Olivia Boeberitz, Humboldt 
American Fisheries Society 154th Annual Meeting, Honolulu, HI 

 
 
Marine Microbial Energy at Sea 
With funding from the NSF Biological Oceanography program in partnership with UM and SIO, 
COAST coordinated the opportunity for five CSU undergraduate students to join a 21-day 
scientific cruise 200 nautical miles off the coast of California in Summer 2025. The five CSU 
undergraduate students selected to participate had no prior research cruise experience, and each 
demonstrated a strong desire to grow their research skills and engage in  
oceanographic data collection. Each student received a $5,000 stipend to facilitate their 
participation in this opportunity, which began with personal and professional development 
training in Spring 2025 and will continue throughout Fall 2025.  
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Student Advisor Project title 

Noah Schuhmann 
Humboldt 

Dr. Claire Till 
Chemistry 

Variations in relative phytoplankton abundance and 
membrane lipid composition in the California 
Current ecosystem 

Mackenzie Eckles 
Monterey Bay 

Dr. Lydia Baker 
Marine Science 

Correlation of nutrient concentration and the size 
and complexity of microbial cells in the upwelling 
system of the California Current Ecosystem 

Kaden Robison 
Monterey Bay 

Dr. Lydia Baker 
Marine Science 

Microbial community abundance across oxygen 
gradients in a hypoxic coastal upwelling zone 

Tiffany Mastrovito 
Northridge 

Hilary Johnson 
Geography and 
Environmental 
Studies 

Comparison of in-situ chlorophyll measurements 
with PACE satellite measurements in the Southern 
California Bight 

Joaquin Escobar Jr. 
Sacramento 

Dr. Amy Wagner 
Geology 

How elevated nutrient concentrations affect the 
growth of bacteria and phytoplankton in the 
California Current Ecosystem 

 
Each student worked with a home-campus faculty mentor to develop an independent research 
project aligned with the cruise’s main activities. Dr. Lydia Baker, assistant professor of Marine 
Science at CSU Monterey Bay, was recruited to provide additional support for these projects and 
to serve as an on-board mentor during what was a new and challenging experience for the 
students. 
 
In February 2026, the entire scientific party will attend the American Geophysical Union (AGU) 
Ocean Sciences Meeting in Glasgow, Scotland, where each student will present the results of 
their research. This experience has been life-changing for our students, who are using it to 
leverage other opportunities. CSUN student Noah Schuhmann was invited to join a second 
oceanographic research cruise even before the first began, based on the skills and experience he 
was expected to gain from participating. 
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OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT 

California Ocean Day 
COAST partnered with California Ocean Science Trust to host a luncheon in Sacramento as part 
of California Ocean Day on May 6, 2025. The luncheon briefing, “Building Capacity and 
Knowledge for Responsible Ocean Energy in California,” was attended by more than 70 
individuals, including ocean and coastal policy professionals from across the state. The three-
member panel included Dr. Ben Ruttenberg, professor and director of the Center for Coastal 
Marine Sciences at San Luis Obispo, who discussed the scientific considerations and long-term 
outlook for offshore wind development. Additional panelists included Sam Cohen, Government 
Affairs Officer and Legal Officer for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, and Jana 
Ganion, Offshore Wind Senior Advisor in the Office of Governor Gavin Newsom. 
Assemblymember Chris Rogers provided opening remarks and Dr. Liz Whiteman, Executive 
Director of the Ocean Science Trust, served as the moderator. Collectively, the panel discussed 
the future of floating offshore wind in California and the planning and policy needed to support 
responsible development in the coming decades. 

 

From left to right: Dr. Ben Ruttenberg (San Luis Obispo), Jana Ganion (Office of Governor 
Gavin Newsom), Sam Cohen (Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians), and Dr. Liz Whiteman (CA 
Ocean Science Trust) discussing offshore wind in California during the COAST-OST Ocean Day 
on May 6, 2025, in Sacramento. 
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CSU Representation on the Ocean Protection Council Beaches and Dunes Expert Panel 
The California Ocean Protection Council (OPC) is the state’s lead agency for ocean and coastal 
policy issues and plays a central role in guiding decision-making on coastal resilience. The OPC 
Beaches and Dunes Expert Panel provided scientific expertise and advice to the OPC, the San 
Francisco Estuary Institute, and the Southern California Coastal Water Research Program to 
inform the report Tracking Coastal Habitat Change Over Time: Considerations for a Statewide 
Mapping Program. Through COAST’s engagement, Dr. Joshua Kelly, assistant professor of 
geology at Los Angeles, was selected to join the six-person expert panel, increasing CSU 
representation in statewide coastal science efforts. 

Increased Awareness of CSU Expertise in Sacramento 
COAST staff members met with numerous staff from legislative offices and key policy 
committees to discuss COAST’s role within the CSU, the benefits the CSU system provides to 
the state, and the depth of faculty expertise available to support science-informed decision-
making and sustainable policy development. These meetings included 19 staff members from 
legislative offices and 11 committee consultants. 

As a result of this outreach, COAST connected legislative and committee staff with CSU faculty 
to discuss a wide range of ocean and coastal topics, including marine carbon dioxide removal, 
living shorelines, coastal erosion, protected surf reserves, and sustainable fishing practices. A 
total of nine CSU experts were introduced to four legislative offices and one committee 
consultant. 
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LOOKING AHEAD  

Over the next 12 months, COAST will:  
● Submit a six-year $5M proposal involving eight CSU campuses to the NSF S-STEM 

program.  
● Submit a Letter of Intent for $500,000 to the Sloan Foundation Exemplary Pathways to 

STEM Graduate Education program.  
● Accept four CSULB students into our Pathways program and prepare them to begin 

working in labs at UCLA in June 2026.  
● Present our student-centered equity and inclusion work at both regional and international 

scientific conferences.  
● Convene meetings and briefings with state agencies, and decision-makers to apprise them 

of  COAST’s current research activities and student success initiatives.  
● Pursue additional extramural and philanthropic funding to support ocean- and coastal-

related research and educational programming for undergraduate and graduate students.  
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COALE GRADUATE SCHOLAR AWARDS  
Each award is $4,000. 

Campus Student Department/Degree 
Program Advisor Project Title 

East Bay Inbar Amitay 
Earth and 
Environmental 
Sciences 

Dr. Patty 
Oikawa 

A process-based modeling approach for 
estimating net ecosystem carbon 
balance in tidal wetlands 

Humboldt 

Rachel Hein Natural Resources 
Graduate Program 

Dr. Darren 
Ward 

Spatial, temporal, and ecological 
influences on the occupancy of juvenile 
Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha) in the Eel River Estuary 

Lucas Kebow Biological Sciences 
Dr. Allison 
Bronson 

A sticky situation: comparative renal 
morphology and glue production of 
Aulorhynchus flavidus and the closely 
related Gasterosteidae fishes 

Long Beach 

Alexis Codding Biological Sciences 
Dr. Bengt 
Allen 

Predicting population-level 
consequences of life-history trade-offs 
induced by thermal stress in Mytilus 
californianus using integral projection 
models (IPMs) 

Thea Cole Biological Sciences Dr. Darren 
Johnson 

Evaluating the genetic capacity of a 
coastal fish to evolve in response to 
ocean acidification  

Kevin Fistanic Biological Sciences Dr. Christine 
Whitcraft 

Analysis of environmental factors 
affecting the success of Pacific 
cordgrass (Spartina foliosa) in 
Southern California salt marshes 

Aaron Martin Earth Science Dr. Nate 
Onderdonk 

Luminescence dating of marine terraces 
on the Palos Verdes Peninsula, 
Southern California 

Los Angeles Benjamin Eddy Biological Sciences Dr. Patrick 
Krug 

Systematic revision of Costasiellidae, a 
family of photosynthetic sea slugs that 
eat invasive algae: species discovery 
and phylogenetic analysis 
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Shelby 
Yarbrough Biological Sciences Dr. Patrick 

Krug 

Unrecognized isopod invasion of 
California wetlands driven by sea slug 
mimicry 

Monterey 
Bay 

Olivia 
Beaudoin 

Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories 

Dr. Alison 
Haupt 

Geophysical Drivers of Pismo clam 
(Tivela stultorum) populations in 
Monterey Bay 

Ailis Clifford Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories 

Dr. Alison 
Haupt 

Juvenile urchin distribution in the 
subtidal and exploring predation on 
them as a potential mechanism for 
ecosystem persistence 

Katherine 
Duncan 

Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories 

Dr. Michael 
Graham 

Tracking spatiotemporal changes in the 
biochemistry of water and sediment in 
a treatment wetland and an associated 
experimental bioreactor 

Parker 
Malhotra 

Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories Dr. Liz Alter 

Characterizing the genetic structure of 
the canary rockfish, Sebastes pinniger, 
along the US West Coast across 
multiple dimensions, including an 
investigation of hybridization with 
sister species in two individuals 

Jordan Pilcher Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories 

Dr. Liz Alter Comparing patterns of speciation in 
shallow and deep water rockfishes 

Shannon 
Sondeno 

Applied 
Environmental 
Science 

Dr. James 
Guilinger 

Assessment of coastal dune erosion 
before and after the closure of sand 
mining operations using LiDAR and 
SfM differencing, Southern Monterey 
Bay, CA 

Northridge Jade Zounes Biology Dr. Mark 
Steele 

The role of opaleye (Girella nigricans) 
in giant kelp (Macrocystis pyrifera) 
dispersal 

Pomona Diana Castillo Biological Sciences 
Dr. Ángel 
Valdés 

Exploring marine biodiversity: 
unraveling the life and diversity of 
Hypselodoris sea slugs through 
morphological and molecular studies 
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Rachel Le Biological Sciences Dr. Jayson 
Smith 

Demography, phenology, and ecology 
of the recently introduced brown 
macroalga, Undaria pinnatifida, in 
Dana Point Harbor 

Sacramento 

Azmair Bains Geology Dr. Amy 
Wagner 

Characterizing the stable oxygen 
isotopic composition of the Southeast 
Pacific Ocean and Southern Ocean 

Yekaterina 
Karpenko 

Biological Sciences Dr. Timothy 
Davidson 

Assessing the influence of abiotic 
factors on the distribution and diet 
preferences of New Zealand mud snails 
(Potamopyrgus antipodarum) in Suisun 
Bay via environmental DNA 

San Diego 

Kimberly 
Calugaru Biology Dr. Forest 

Rohwer 

Understanding coral resilience: a 
comparative study of soft and hard 
corals in Curaçao 

Vanessa 
Herrera 

Earth and 
Environmental 
Sciences 

Dr. Jillian 
Maloney 

Modeling inelastic deformation in 
strike-slip fault stepovers to assess 
tsunami potential 

Jerald 
McDermott Biology 

Dr. Rebecca 
Lewison 

Characterizing juvenile albacore 
migration in the North Pacific 

Dana Shany Biology 
Dr. Forest 
Rohwer 

Metabolic heat signatures of coral 
reefs: a calorimetric approach to assess 
reef health 

San 
Francisco 

Cecilia Hodson Biology Dr. Jonathon 
Stillman 

Crab-solutely resilient: unraveling the 
genomic basis of heat and pH tolerance 
of two Petrolisthes crabs 

Angelo 
LaCommare- 
Soto 

Interdisciplinary 
Marine and Estuarine 
Sciences 

Dr. Katharyn 
Boyer 

The effects of seasonal fish 
assemblages on the trophic cascade in 
eelgrass beds within the San Francisco 
Estuary 
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Sarah Shiers 
Interdisciplinary 
Marine and Estuarine 
Sciences 

Dr. Anne 
Simonis 

Shifting signals: exploring geographic 
variation in echolocation clicks of 
Risso’s dolphins in the California 
Current 

San José 

Sebastian 
Caamano 

Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories 

Dr. Birgitte 
McDonald 

The persistence and implications of 
foraging strategies in female northern 
elephant seals (Mirounga 
angustirostris) 

Natalie Colao Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories 

Dr. Michael 
Graham 

The effect of blue light and temperature 
on dormancy and gametogenesis of 
Nereocystis luetkeana gametophytes 

San José 

Caroline Daley Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories 

Dr. Scott 
Hamilton 

The influence benthic habitat 
complexity on the nearshore rocky reef 
fish communities in marine protected 
areas along the California coast 

Sarah Johnson Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories 

Dr. Amanda 
Kahn 

Drivers of scyphozoan jellyfish blooms 
and impacts on leatherback turtles 
(Dermochelys coriacea) along the CA 
coast 

Mason Jones 
Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories 

Dr. Ivano 
Aiello 

Investigating sediment transport 
processes at the head of Monterey 
Canyon using high-resolution seafloor 
mapping and sediment analysis 

Elise Tysdal Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories 

Dr. Sarah 
Smith 

Community composition and nitrogen 
acquisition of Rhizosolenia diatom 
mats in the oligotrophic North Pacific 

Kayla Vidal Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories 

Dr. Amanda 
Kahn 

Life among skeletons: assessing the 
ecological role of live and dead glass 
sponge reefs in the Channel Islands, 
CA 
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Rilee 
Wadsworth 

Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories 

Dr. Scott 
Hamilton 

Temperature variability and oxygen 
depletion: assessing the vulnerability of 
juvenile flatfish in a changing estuary 

Dominic Kyle 
Ypil 

Moss Landing 
Marine Laboratories 

Dr. Sarah 
Smith 

How diverse is the planktonic 
microbial community in Elkhorn 
Slough, and does it vary on spatial and 
temporal scales? 

San Luis 
Obispo 

Nicholas 
Soares Biological Sciences Dr. Alexis 

Pasulka 

Monitoring the microbial community of 
Morro Bay: implications for 
aquaculture and ecosystem function 

Zoey Wall Biological Sciences 
Dr. Nikki 
Adams 

Developing a model bryozoan system; 
effects of diet and temperature on 
growth in an invasive bryozoan, 
Watersipora sp. 

San Marcos 

Yulisma 
Martinez 
Martinez 

Biological Sciences 
Dr. Darcy 
Taniguchi 

Analyzing the spatial and temporal 
patterns of single-celled marine 
plankton off the coast of northern San 
Diego County 

Sharon 
O'Connor Biological Sciences 

Dr. Diego 
Sustaita 

A comparison of kinematics between 
aquatic and terrestrial locomotion in the 
salt marsh harvest mouse 

Mikaela 
Speets-Drake Biological Sciences 

Dr. Elinne 
Becket 

Investigating changes in the Mission 
Bay, CA water microbiome across 
space and time to identify point source 
influences on local ecosystems 

Camila 
Valderrama- 
Martínez 

Biological Sciences Dr. Elinne 
Becket 

Investigating microbial mobilomes on 
exogenous plastic marine substrates 

Sonoma Dominik Fett Biology Dr. Brent 
Hughes 

Novel spore dispersal strategy of bull 
kelp (Nereocystis luetkeana) and 
impact on distribution of dispersal 
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Wade Matern Biology Dr. Daniel 
Crocker 

Full methylome epigenetics for 
assessment of health and stress 
responses in marine mammals 

Aiyana Singh Biology 
Dr. 
Mackenzie 
Zippay 

Thermal stress induced gene expression 
of Hsp90 during the maternal-to-
zygotic transition of the purple sea 
urchin 

Josephine 
Slaathaug Biology Dr. Daniel 

Crocker 

Examining nutritional status, 
demographics, mortality, and identity 
of gray whales (Eschrichtius robustus) 
during their unusual occurrence in San 
Francisco Bay 
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FIELD EXPERIENCES SUPPORT PROGRAM 
 

Campus Student Department/ Degree Program Award 

Channel Islands 

Judyann Bibian 
Environmental Science & Resource 
Management $1,200 

William Haddock 
Environmental Science & Resource 
Management $1,450 

Andrea Pantoja 
Environmental Science & Resource 
Management $1,850 

Humboldt 

Ula Brucker Oceanography $546 

Co Conway Biological Sciences $1,000 

Kayla Decker Biological Sciences $1,000 

Rafael Gomez Native American Studies $1,000 

Garrett Hall 
Geography, Environment & Geospatial 
Analysis $1,000 

Elizabeth Hansen Biological Sciences $910 

Alison Paredes Biological Sciences $1,845 

Robin (Jude) Romagnino-
Ferris Environmental Studies $1,000 

Nicolas Salgado-Stanley School of Applied Health $1,992 

Caitlin Williams Oceanography $1,113 

Long Beach Livan Garcia Vilchez Biological Sciences $1,667 
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Anjali Johnson Biological Sciences $1,667 

Celeste O’Brien Biological Sciences $1,667 

Mallory Orchard Biological Sciences $1,667 

Sarah Pilling Biological Sciences $2,000 

Los Angeles 
Ava Mahoney Biological Sciences $896 

Fernando Paz Melchor Biological Sciences $274 

Monterey Bay 

Gideon Ark-Majyagbe Marine Science $1,916 

Philip Bouffard Marine Science $714 

Elizabeth Faber Applied Environmental Science $833 

Jay (Geena) Funaro Marine Science $1,909 

Gabriella Hamilton Marine Science $2,000 

Anne Hansen Marine Science $714 

Lauren James Marine Science $833 

Ky Kim Marine Science $833 

Ronny Lopez Marine Science $833 
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Elias Marquez Marine Science $833 

Justin McClintock Marine Science $714 

Samantha Morales Marine Science $714 

Delilah Perez Marine Science $714 

Noah Riendeau Marine Science $714 

Kaden Robison Marine Science $833 

Daniel Sambold Marine Science $2,000 

Monterey Bay 
Alyssa Walter Marine Science $1,245 

Brooke Wayt Marine Science $714 

Northridge 
Mia Goebig Biology $1,667 

Shane Johnson Biology $1,667 

Pomona 

Ian Garcia Biological Sciences $795 

Meagan Keschner Biological Sciences $795 

Pariya Mehrpouya Biological Sciences $795 
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Abby Yuen Biological Sciences $795 

Sacramento 
Desiree Thomas Biological Sciences $701 

San Francisco 
Angel Resendiz Biology $480 

San Luis Obispo 

Emma Kurata Chemistry & Biochemistry $2,000 

Claire Savage Biological Sciences $1,648 

Madeleine Yang Biological Sciences $1,904 
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UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH SUPPORT PROGRAM AWARDS 
Some awards may include unspent funds from previous years. Campuses marked with an * 
provided match funding. 

Campus Student 
Department/ 

Degree 
Program 

Advisor Project Title Amount  

Bakersfield 

Andrew Alba Biology 
Dr. Rae 
McNeish 

Effects of rapid water loss on 
the Kern River ecosystem $1,505 

Jade Dominguez Biology 
Dr. Rae 
McNeish 

Microplastic pollution in an 
endangered fish species reared 
under aquarium conditions 

$1,500 

Channel 
Island 

Nils Boberg Biology Dr. Geoff 
Dilly 

Making our bed: assessing 
juvenile subtidal mussel 
suitability for intertidal 
restoration 

$1,500 

Yaiza Delgado 

Environmental 
Science & 
Resource 
Management 

Dr. Brenton 
Spies 

Embers and estuaries: an 
emergency action plan for the 
tidewater goby 

$1,500 

Chico Emily Reznick Chemistry and 
Biochemistry 

Dr. Monica 
So 

Evaluating nanosponge-coated 
membranes for removal of 
wildfire contaminants in water 

$1,500 

Dominguez 
Hills Diego Rodriguez Biology 

Dr. Charlene 
McCord 

Galapagos hagfish DNA 
sequencing project $3,000 

East Bay Brandon Broach 
Earth and 
Environmental 
Sciences 

Dr. Patty 
Oikawa 

Investigating the coastal benefit 
of tidal wetland lateral carbon 
fluxes across a salinity gradient 

$3,000 

Fresno Julia Matney 
Earth and 
Environmental 
Sciences 

Dr. Mathieu 
Richaud 

Purchase of a backpack for a 
LiDAR survey $2,000 

Fullerton Mahita Adluri Biological 
Science 

Dr. Abe 
Roldan 

Filtration mechanism of the 
megamouth shark (Megachasma 
pelagios) 

$349 
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Fullerton 

Ryn Heier 
Biological 
Science 

Dr. Ryan 
Walter 

Genetic diversity of restored 
Zostera marina using nuclear 
and chloroplast markers 

$195 

Juancarlo 
Jimenez 

Biological 
Science 

Dr. Jennifer 
Burnaford 

Tracking aggregation dynamics 
in the aggregating anemone 
Anthopleura elegantissima 

$150 

Gildardo Limon 
Biological 
Science 

Dr. Danielle 
Zacherl 

Investigating mollusk shell 
selection in California lest tern $620 

Tabitha Martinez Biological 
Science  

Assessing the effects of 
handling on respiration rates as 
a proxy for stress in blue-
banded hermit crabs 

$150 

Haydee Vasquez Biological 
Science 

Dr. Jennifer 
Burnaford 

Developing effective training 
materials for field ecology 
protocols 

$150 

Humboldt 

Cassandra 
Fuentes 

Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Rachael 
Wade 

Detection of fungal endophytes 
within the thalli of four 
bladelike macroalgal genera on 
the Humboldt coast 

$500 

Joanie 
Hardcastle 

Oceanography Dr. Christine 
Cass 

Caspar Cove monitoring project $435 

Austin Head Oceanography Dr. Christine 
Cass 

Determining the impact of 
sediment resuspension and 
dissolution on the alkalinity in 
Humboldt Bay, California 

$500 
 

Tatsuyoshi 
Kikuchi 

Fisheries 
Biology 

Dr. Rafael 
Cuevas Uribe 

Transplantation of stem cells 
between salmonids for 
xenogenesis 

$500 

Alicia Lizarraga Fisheries 
Biology 

Dr. Rafael 
Cuevas Uribe 

Freshwater to saltwater 
conversion on RAS: a biofloc $500 
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approach to san sand shrimp 
cultivation 

Humboldt 

Jaden McCarthy Oceanography 
Dr. Tamara 
Barriquand 

Harmonic analysis of currents in 
Humboldt Bay $430 

Rebecca-Anne 
Rebs Oceanography Dr. Christine 

Cass 

Determining the impact of 
sediment resuspension and 
dissolution on the alkalinity in 
Humboldt Bay, California 

$500 

Jazmyn Rivera Fisheries 
Biology 

Dr. Rafael 
Cuevas Uribe 

Growing Chinook salmon and 
nori in an integrated multi-
trophic system 

$500 

Brooke Stafford Geology Dr. Claire Till 
Finding an alternative to quartz 
distilled reagents for analysis of 
trace metals in sea water 

$500 

Cesar Armenta Marine 
Biology 

Dr. Bruno 
Pernet 

Do larvae of Lytechinus pictus 
exhibit phenotypic plasticity in 
post-oral arm and ciliated band 
length in response to food 
concentration? 

$142 

 Esteban Carpio 
Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Chris 
Lowe 

Patterns of overlapping habitat 
use of Urobatis helleri and 
human recreational water users 
at Seal Beach and Belmont 
Shore 

$425 

 Andrea Castillo Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Michael 
Carlson 

Quantification of diatom-
infecting oomycete parasites 
using the single cell-polony 
method 

$213 

 Ahira Diaz Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Douglas 
Pace 

The effects of morphological 
plasticity on lipid and protein 
content in the larvae of 
Dendraster excentricus 

$106 
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 Destiny Holmes 
Chemistry & 
Biochemistry 

Dr. Judy 
Brusslan 

Identifying bZIP34 and bZIP61 
gene targets in response to soil 
salinity 

$425 

 Vanessa Lopez Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Douglas 
Pace 

Physiological and 
morphological plasticity in the 
larvae of Pacific sand dollars 

$106 

Long 
Beach 

Kira Miller Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Christine 
Whitcraft Larval echinoid rearing $142 

Frank Nicolas-
Jua 

Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Douglas 
Pace 

The effects of morphological 
plasticity on lipid and protein 
content in the larvae of 
Dendraster excentricus 

$106 

Kailey Prince Marine 
Biology 

Dr. Bruno 
Pernet 

Do larvae of Lytechinus pictus 
exhibit phenotypic plasticity in 
post-oral arm and ciliated band 
length in response to food 
concentration? 

$142 

Hayli Richards 
Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Bengt 
Allen 

How do intertidal mussels 
respond physiologically to acute 
thermal stress 

$106 

Esmeralda 
Rodriguez 

Marine 
Biology 

Dr. Bengt 
Allen 

How do intertidal mussels 
respond physiologically to acute 
thermal stress? 

$106 

Karina Steele Marine 
Biology 

Dr. Bruno 
Pernet 

How do intertidal mussels 
respond physiologically to acute 
thermal stress? 

$106 

Juliana Thornton Marine 
Biology 

Dr. Bruno 
Pernet 

How do intertidal mussels 
respond physiologically to acute 
thermal stress? 

$106 
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Amanda Tsai Microbiology Dr. Jesse 
Dillon 

Enrichment and isolation of 
PAH-degrading bacteria from 
restored Southern California 
marsh 

$425 

Erin Walker Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Douglas 
Pace 

The effects of morphological 
plasticity on lipid and protein 
content in the larvae of 
Dendraster excentricus 

$106 

Marley Yagle Marine 
Biology 

Dr. Michael 
Carlson 

Characterizing the first 
zoosporic parasite isolated from 
a marine diatom, Chaetoceros 
sp. 

$213 

Los Angeles 

Gina Alfaro Anthropology 
Dr. Amira 
Ainis 

Organization and cataloging of 
marine invertebrate comparative 
teaching collection 

$600 

Prisha Mitra Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Petr 
Vozka 

Analysis of seaside sparrow 
liver from oil spill using 
GCxGCTOFMS 

$600 

Adam Tran Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Petr 
Vozka 

Analysis of polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons in sparrow liver 
using liquid-solid extraction and 
GC×GC-TOF/M 

$600 

Maritime 

Andres 
Benjamin Ayala 
Serrano 

Oceanography 
Dr. Stephen 
Kielar 

Building and deploying an 
OpenCTD in San Francisco Bay $1,135 

Morgan Vincent-
Kiehn 

Mechanical 
Engineering 

Dr. David 
Satterwhite 

Development and 
implementation of an open-
source planktoscope for coastal 
plankton imaging 

$1,370 

Monterey 
Bay Lauren Mallicoat 

Marine 
Science 

Dr. Alison 
Haupt 

Investigating the current 
population status of the Pismo 
clam (Tivela stultorum) within 
Monterey Bay 

$500 
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Michael Torrisi Marine 
Science 

Dr. Salvador 
Jorgensen 

Project shark scar $1,000 

Challis Weiss Marine 
Science 

Dr. Cheryl 
Logan 

Developing a molecular method 
to distinguish two dogwhelk 
species 

$500 

Josephine 
Wrinkle 

Marine 
Science 

Dr. Alison 
Haupt 

Decoupling the classics: 
Pisaster ochraceus post sea star 
wasting disease 

$1,000 

Northridge 

Ashlee Campbell 

Geography 
and 
Environmental 
Studies 

Dr. Raphael 
Ritson-
Williams 

California Coast survey of coral 
and algae $1,325 

Daniel Garcia Biology 
Dr. Raphael 
Ritson-
Williams 

Coastal research $1,325 

Northridge 

Zoe Homewood Biology 
Dr. Raphael 
Ritson- 
Williams 

Cryptic marine algae $1,325 

Amanda Lopez Biology 
Dr. Raphael 
Ritson- 
Williams 

Hydrolithon genus taxonomy 
clarification $1,325 

Brianna Luis Biology 
Dr. Raphael 
Ritson- 
Williams 

Moorea CCA diversity $1,325 

Klelia Pineda-
Galvez Biology 

Dr. Raphael 
Ritson- 
Williams 

Moorea CCA diversity $1,325 

Pomona Julian Alberto Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Ángel 
Valdés 

The biological diversity of the 
tropical sea slug genus Tambja 
(Mollusca: Gastropoda) in New 
Caledonia 

$750 
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Hailey Blair Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Jeremy 
Claisse 

Impact of MPAs on fish age 
structure 

$750 

Jordyn Scott Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Jayson 
Smith 

The use of traditional and non-
traditional sources in detecting 
range expansion of the brown 
intertidal alga Encephalophycus 
tuberculatus into Southern 
California 

$750 

Abby Yuen Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Jeremy 
Claisse 

Assessing the effects of MPA's 
on the age structure of 
Paralabrax clathratus 

$750 

Sacramento 

Jacynda 
Fernandez 

Environmental 
Studies 

Dr. Ronald 
Coleman 

Amatitlania septemfasciata: 
changes in breeding coloration 
from the mountains to the sea 

$2,000 

Jack Morgan Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Timothy 
Davidson 

Comparing the environmental 
conditions of burrow 
microhabitats created by a 
marine ecosystem engineer 

$1,000 

San 
Bernardino Ali Becerra 

Computer 
Science and 
Engineering 

Dr. Xiangyu 
Li 

AI-powered satellite detection 
of methane emissions 

$500 

San 
Bernardino 

CJ King Geological 
Sciences 

Dr. Claire 
Todd 

The effects of increased air 
temperature on glacial melt and 
sediment transport from Mount 
Rainier, WA 

$2,667 

Taerim Lee Chemistry & 
Biochemistry 

Dr. Joseph 
Heras 

The genome assembly of an 
omnivorous fish, Xiphister 
atropurpureus, and the 
identification of chitinase loci 

$2,667 

Evangeline 
O'leary 

Chemistry & 
Biochemistry 

Dr. Xiaoxu 
Jiang 

The mechanism of FadL, a 
membrane transporter required 
for hydrophobic pollutants 
biodegradation by gram (-) 
bacteria 

$2,667 
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San Diego 

Mia Alvarado Biology 
Dr. Matthew 
Edwards 

The effects of zinc and copper 
concentrations on rhodolith 
health and calcification 

$1,000 

Matthew Vana Biology Dr. Brian 
Hentschel 

Growth rates and survival of 
market squid paralarvae in the 
field 

$800 

San 
Francisco 

Roman Daniel 
Marquez Biology 

Dr. Zheng 
Hui He 

A bromoform survey across 
California coastal seaweeds $710 

Adriana Greiner Biology Dr. Karen 
Crow 

Using eDNA to detect 
distribution variation in Triakis 
semifasciata in Half Moon Bay, 
CA by comparing two 
extraction methods 

$461 

Angel Resendiz Biology Dr. Karen 
Crow 

Sexual dimorphism in precaudal 
vertebra in surfperches 

$719 

Maria Turner Biology Dr. Kai 
Burrus 

Microbiome differences 
between swimmers and sinkers: 
Investigating larval mortality in 
Olympia oyster hatcheries 

$360 

Jacob Vang Biology Dr. Sarah 
Cohen 

Comparing the microbiome of 
Didemnum vexillum in the 
environment compared to lab 
culture 

$750 

San José Emma Wen 
Marine 
Science 

Dr. David 
Ensminger 

The effect of acute and chronic 
stress on elephant seals 
erythrocyte metrics 

$3,500 

San Luis 
Obispo 

Katrina Culman Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Lars 
Tomanek 

The role of food availability on 
levels of sirtuin 5 in intertidal 
mussels 

$500 

Kira Danh Chemistry & 
Biochemistry 

Dr. Bockmon 
Characterizing the chemical and 
physical variability of tide pools 
at Montaña de Oro 

$500 
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Toma Grundler Electrical 
Engineering 

Dr. Stefan 
Talke 

Developing self-surveying 
capabilities for water-level 
sensors 

$500 

Kaylie Kwan 
Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Heather 
Harris 

Articulation of stranded 
leatherback sea turtle 
(Dermochelys coriacea) skulls 
to promote conservation 
education and global outreach 

$500 

Lucy Nelson Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Alexis 
Pasulka 

Molecular characterization of 
phytoplankton community 
structure from a monthly time 
series at the Cal Poly pier 

$500 

Armaan Oberai Computer 
Engineering 

Dr. Stefan 
Talke 

Developing self-surveying 
capabilities for water-level 
sensors 

$500 
 

Emma Thorne Environmental 
Engineering 

Dr. David 
Long 

Equipping community scientists 
with pHyters 

$500 
 

San Marcos 

Marisa Mendoza Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Elinne 
Becket 

Exploring taxonomic and 
functional profiles of microbial 
community composition in 
Oceanside Beach surf zone: a 
cross-sectional study of water 
and plastic marine substrates 

$1,500 

Riley Millan Environmental 
Studies 

Dr. Christina 
Simokat 

Agua Hedionda Lagoon 
conservation tech intern 

$550 

Imaan Sahid Biological 
Sciences 

Dr. Darcy 
Taniguchi 

Near-shore monitoring of 
marine plankton and associated 
environmental parameters 

$1,500 

Sonoma 
Makena 
Goldbeck Biology 

Dr. Daniel 
Crocker 

Endocrine drivers of foraging 
behavior in California sea lions $1,500 
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Isabella 
Medeiros 

Biology 
Dr. 
Mackenzie 
Zippay 

Exploring molecular responses 
to climate stress in marine 
invertebrates: a training in RNA 
techniques and HSP90 function 

$1,500 
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STUDENT TRAVEL AWARDS 
*Denotes undergraduate students 

Campus Student 
Faculty 
Mentor Conference 

Conference 
Location Amount 

Channel 
Islands 

Kimberly Rosales* Dr. Dorothy 
Horn 

Western Society of 
Naturalists Annual Meeting 

Portland, OR $500 

East Bay 

Inbar Amitay Dr. Patty 
Oikawa 

American Geophysical 
Union Conference 

Washington, 
D.C. 

$500 

Monica Esqueda Dr. Emilio 
Grande 

American Geophysical 
Union Conference 

Washington, 
D.C. $500 

Eduardo Gamez Dr. Patty 
Oikawa 

American Geophysical 
Union Conference 

Washington, 
D.C. $500 

Fullerton 

Taylor Naquin Dr. Danielle 
Zacherl 

International Conference 
on Shellfish Restoration 

Jekyll Island, 
GA $752 

Jordyn Neal Dr. Misty Paig-
Tran 

Society for Integrative and 
Comparative Biology Atlanta, GA $1,000 

Shriyas Timbadia Dr. Danielle 
Zacherl 

International Conference 
on Shellfish Restoration 

Jekyll Island, 
GA 

$1,000 

Humboldt 

Olivia Boeberitz Dr. Jose Marin 
Jarrin 

American Fisheries Society 
154th Annual Meeting 

Honolulu, HI $714 

Colette Carter* Dr. Emily Jones Western Society of 
Naturalists Annual Meeting Portland, OR $500 

Brian Donovan Dr. Rafael 
Cuevas Uribe 

Aquaculture Canada and 
North American World 
Aquaculture Society 
Conference 

New Orleans, 
LA $745 

Raven McAdams Dr. Rafael 
Cuevas Uribe 

Aquaculture Canada and 
North American World 
Aquaculture Society 
Conference 

New Orleans, 
LA 

$719 

Lily Olmo Dr. Jose Marin 
Jarrin 

American Fisheries Society 
154th Annual Meeting Honolulu, HI $714 



 
 

40 

Johnathon 
Richardson 

Dr. Andrew 
Kinziger 

American Fisheries Society 
154th Annual Meeting Honolulu, HI $505 

Keana Richmond Dr. Paul 
Bourdeau 

Western Society of 
Naturalists Annual Meeting 

Portland, OR $500 

Evan Simpson Dr. Rafael 
Cuevas Uribe 

International Seaweed 
Symposium 

Victoria, 
Canada $1,107 

Claire Stuart Dr. Andre 
Buchheister 

American Fisheries Society 
154th Annual Meeting 

Honolulu, HI $408 

Phillip Tahimic Dr. Rafael 
Cuevas Uribe 

International Seaweed 
Symposium 

Victoria, 
Canada $786 

Farrah Tyler Dr. Jim Graham Salmonid Restoration 
Federation 

Santa Cruz, 
CA 

$752 

Elijah Vestal* Dr. Claire Till 
American Chemical 
Society National Meeting 
& Exposition 

San Diego, 
CA $1,000 

James Whelan 
Dr. Darren 
Ward 

American Fisheries Society 
154th Annual Meeting Honolulu, HI $714 

Brayden Wiley 
Dr. Paul 
Bourdeau 

Phycological Society of 
America Annual Meeting Seattle, WA $750 

Long Beach 

Ivanna Arrizon 
Elizarraras 

Dr. Douglas 
Pace 

Society for Integrative and 
Comparative Biology 

Atlanta, GA $954 

Corbin Blanch Dr. Christine 
Whitcraft 

Society of Wetland 
Scientists 

Taipei 
Taiwan $1,250 

Thea Cole Dr. Darren 
Johnson 

Society for Integrative and 
Comparative Biology Atlanta, GA $854 

Alexis Lundquist Dr. Darren 
Johnson 

Society for Integrative and 
Comparative Biology 

Atlanta, GA $500 
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Harmony 
Panameno* 

Dr. Kimberly 
Kelly 

Society for Research in 
Child Development 

Minneapolis, 
MN $861 

Monterey 
Bay 

Ava Besecker Dr. Cheryl 
Logan 

Western Society of 
Naturalists Annual Meeting Portland, OR $500 

Sierra Fullmer Dr. Birgitte 
McDonald 

25th Biennial Conference 
on the Biology of Marine 
Mammals 

Perth, 
Australia $1,000 

Paige Pearson Dr. James 
Guilinger 

Geological Society of 
America 2024 Annual 
Meeting 

Anaheim, CA $500 

Samuel Perrello Dr. Scott 
Hamilton 

American Fisheries Society 
154th Annual Meeting 

Honolulu, HI $714 

Madison Sandquist Dr. Cheryl 
Logan 

American Fisheries Society 
154th Annual Meeting Honolulu, HI $714 

Shannon Sondeno Dr. James 
Guilinger 

Geological Society of 
America 2024 Annual 
Meeting 

Anaheim, CA $500 

Northridge 

Adrian Cheh Dr. Peter 
Edmunds 

Society for Integrative and 
Comparative Biology Atlanta, GA $1,000 

Hannah Merges 
Dr. Nyssa 
Silbiger 

European Coral Reef 
Symposium Naples, Italy $1,500 

Sacramento Desiree Thomas* 
Dr. Ronald 
Coleman 

The West Coast Biological 
Sciences Undergraduate 
Research Conference 

San Marcos, 
CA $734 

San 
Francisco 

Anthony Donahue Dr. Michelle 
Jungbluth Larval Fish Conference Québec City, 

Canada $1,500 

Dorhkas Ramos 
Dr. Sarah 
Cohen 

Society for Integrative and 
Comparative Biology Atlanta, GA $500 

San José 

Nalina Johnson 
Dr. Ivano 
Aiello 

Geological Society of 
America Cordilleran 
Section Meeting 

Sacramento, 
CA $385 

Emma Nicholson Dr. Birgitte 
McDonald 

25th Biennial Conference 
on the Biology of Marine 
Mammals 

Perth, 
Australia $1,500 
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Kierstin Thigpen Dr. Luke 
Gardner 

Aquaculture Canada and 
North American World 
Aquaculture Society 
Conference 

New Orleans, 
LA 

$1,000 

San Luis 
Obispo 

Maria Lopez Neri Dr. Lisa 
Needles 

Aquaculture Canada and 
North American World 
Aquaculture Society 
Conference 

Perth, 
Australia $1,000 

Stella Raymond* Dr. Heather 
Liwanag 

25th Biennial Conference 
on the Biology of Marine 
Mammals 

Perth, 
Australia $1,483 

Oliva Springer* Dr. Heather 
Liwanag 

25th Biennial Conference 
on the Biology of Marine 
Mammals 

Perth, 
Australia 

$1,000 

San Marcos Anissa Garcia Dr. Darcy 
Taniguchi 

Western Society of 
Naturalists Annual Meeting Portland, OR $500 

Sonoma Josephine Slaathaug 
Dr. Daniel 
Crocker 

25th Biennial Conference 
on the Biology of Marine 
Mammals 

Perth, 
Australia $1,000 

SUMMER 2024 INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
*Denotes undergraduate students 

Host Organization Internship 
Location Student 

Aquarium of the Pacific 

Abalone Recovery 
Long Beach 

Angelo Spinosa* 
Long Beach 

Sea Otter Surrogacy Program 
Long Beach 

Hunter Lake* 
Long Beach 
 

Sun-Hwa Nagata* 
San Luis Obispo 

Cabrillo Marine Aquarium Animal Care and Research 
San Pedro 

Gianna Diaz-Porraz 
Fullerton 

Tabitha Martinez* 
Fullerton 
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California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Marine Region 
 
 

Kelp Restoration and Marine 
Algae Management 
Santa Rosa 

Justin McClintock* 
Monterey Bay 

Vivian Sieu 
Fullerton 

California Marine Sanctuary 
Foundation & Monterey Bay 
National Marine Sanctuary 

Plasticulture 
Monterey 

Jasmin Nguyen* 
San Diego 

Urban Water Quality 
Monterey 

Korina Rodeo*  
San Diego 

California Ocean Science Trust 
Science to Accelerate Equitable 
Climate Adaptation 
Remote 

Lia Escober* 
San Diego 

Roxanne-Alexa Garibay 
San José 

California State Lands 
Commission 

Marine Invasive Species 
Program 
Remote 

Julia Jaques* 
Long Beach 

Tribal Resources 
Remote 

Anjali Johnson* 
Long Beach 

Channel Islands National 
Marine Sanctuary 

Conservation Science and 
Engagement 
Santa Barbara 

Kaia Coday* 
Maritime 

Nature Conservancy 
Bull Kelp Forest Ecosystem 
Research and Restoration 
Fort Bragg 

Laney Hall* 
San Luis Obispo 

Joanie Hardcastle* 
Humboldt 

NOAA National Marine 
Fisheries Service, CoastWatch, 
PolarWatch Node 

Satellite Data Scientist 
Remote 

Tien Ly 
San José 
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NOAA National Marine 
Fisheries Service, 
Protected Resources Division 

Abalone Conservation 
Long Beach 

Samantha Morales* 
Monterey Bay 

NOAA Office of National 
Marine Sanctuaries, West 
Coast Region 

Ocean Policy 
Monterey 

Camille  Coriell* 
Monterey Bay 

Orange County Coastkeeper Marine Restoration 
Costa Mesa 

Shriyas Timbadia 
Fullerton 

San Francisco Bay 
Conservation and Development 
Commission 

Adapting to Rising Tides 
Program 
San Francisco 

Jasmine  Cassidy* 
San Luis Obispo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUMMER 2025 INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
*Denotes undergraduate students 

Host Organization Internship 
Location Student 

Aquarium of the Pacific 

Abalone Recovery 
Long Beach 

Marlana (Ella) Gandeza* 
Fullerton 

Sea Otter Surrogacy Program 
Long Beach 

Berkeley (Bee) Krstich* 
Humboldt 
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Kayla Perez* 
San Luis Obispo 

California Coastal Commission 
Sand Nourishment Analysis 
Project 
San Francisco 

Raphael (Rapha) Coutin 
San Luis Obispo 

California Marine Sanctuary 
Foundation 

Ocean Access 
Humboldt 

Sebastian Pinedo* 
Maritime Academy 

Ocean Access 
Los Angeles 

Fernando Gutierrez* 
Long Beach 

Ocean Access 
San Diego 

Alexa Hernandez* 
San Marcos 

Jasmine Rosario* 
Monterey Bay 

Ocean Access 
Sonoma 

Madeline Lucas* 
San Luis Obispo 

Plasticulture 
Monterey 

Will Cuda* 
Humboldt 

Plasticulture 
San Luis Obispo 

Maria Shea* 
San Luis Obispo 

Urban Water Quality 
Monterey 

Spencer Zink* 
San Luis Obispo 

California Ocean Science Trust Science to Inform Policy 
Remote 

Katie Blauvelt* 
San Luis Obispo 

California State Coastal 
Conservancy 

Coastal Access and Restoration 
Analyst 
Oakland 

Briana (Bri) Kyes* 
Humboldt 
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Channel Islands National 
Marine Sanctuary 

Conservation Science and 
Engagement 
Santa Barbara 

Kira Miller* 
Long Beach 

Marine Protected Area 
Collaborative Network 

Civic Engagement and 
Underwater Exploration 
Remote 

Lea Graham* 
San Luis Obispo 

NOAA Office of National 
Marine Sanctuaries, West 
Coast Regional Office 

Ocean Policy 
Monterey 

Andrew Nguyen* 
Monterey Bay 

Orange County Coastkeeper Marine Restoration 
Costa Mesa 

Andrea Hoppe 
Fullerton 

San Francisco Bay 
Conservation and Development 
Commission 

Adapting to Rising Tides 
Program 
San Francisco 

Jasmine Magana* 
Stanislaus 

San Francisco Estuary 
Partnership 

Wetland Monitoring and 
Environmental Quality 
San Francisco 

Sofia Bibbo* 
San Luis Obispo 

The Nature Conservancy Kelp Recovery Research 
Fort Bragg 

Rafael Cribley* 
Humboldt 

Parker Getz* 
Monterey Bay 

 
 


