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RE: Student Admissions and Impaction Policies  
 
The Budget Act of 2017 (AB 97) required the California State University (CSU) Board of 
Trustees to adopt new policies by May 2018. These policies were designed to mitigate 
the effects of impaction by: (i) requiring campuses to give priority to local CSU-eligible 
applicants seeking to enroll in impacted programs and (ii) automatically redirecting all 
eligible applicants to non-impacted programs or campuses. The CSU Board of Trustees 
approved these policies in March 2018 and implementation commenced with the 2019-
2020 academic year. The full polices can be found at: https://www2.calstate.edu/csu-
system/board-of-trustees/past-meetings/2018/Documents/march-19-21-2018-ed-pol.pdf 
 
This report is in compliance with Section 89290.5 of the Education Code, which provides 
that the Office of the Chancellor of the CSU shall prepare an annual systemwide report 
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on student admissions and impaction policies. The full report has been posted to 
https://www.calstate.edu/legislativereports/.  
 
As shown in the report, impacted campuses are admitting local area students at a 
significantly higher rate than non-local students.  Also, despite the disruption of COVID-
19 over the past year, both transfer and freshman students are enrolling at campuses to 
which they were redirected under the CSU’s 2018 policy. 
 
Should you have any questions about this report, please contact Nichole Muñoz-Murillo, 
Assistant Vice Chancellor, Advocacy and State Relations at (916) 445-5983. 
   
 
   
  Sincerely, 
 
 
 
   Steve Relyea 
   Executive Vice Chancellor and  
   Chief Financial Officer 
SR:dr 
 
Full report posted to https://www.calstate.edu/legislativereports/ 
 
c:  Members, California State Legislature  
 Members, Joint Legislative Budget Committee  
 Lisa Qing, Senior Fiscal & Policy Analyst, Legislative Analyst Office 

Joseph I. Castro, Chancellor, California State University 
Fred E. Wood, Interim Executive Vice Chancellor, Academic and Student Affairs 
Lawrence Salinas, Interim Vice Chancellor, University Relations and Advancement 

 Nichole Muñoz-Murillo, Assistant Vice Chancellor, Advocacy and State 
Relations 

 Ryan Storm, Assistant Vice Chancellor for Budget 
   Jeni Kitchell, Executive Budget Director 
   April Grommo, Systemwide Director, Enrollment Management Services 
   Matthew Case, Interim Director, Strategic Policy Analytics 
  
 

Steven Relyea (May 5, 2021 13:58 PDT)

http://www.calstate.edu/legislativereports/
http://www.calstate.edu/legislativereports/
http://www.calstate.edu/legislativereports/
https://calstate.na1.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAmb1lU67c_PKeODVj9XIWEIct67pDo7-P


California State University 

Student Admissions and Impaction Policies 

A Report Pursuant to the Budget Act of 2017 (AB 97) 

May 3, 2021 
 

1 
 

 

 

Table of Contents 
Background ..................................................................................................................... 2 

Local Admission Priority Policy .................................................................................... 2 

Redirection Policy ........................................................................................................ 3 

Change to Campus Policies for Local Admission Priority ................................................ 3 

Nursing Programs ........................................................................................................ 3 

Communication to Prospective Students ......................................................................... 9 

Analysis of Impacted Admission for Local Students ........................................................ 9 

CSU Eligible First-time Freshman Applications by Campus and Local Area – Fall 2019 

and 2020 ....................................................................................................................... 11 

CSU Eligible Transfer Applications by Campus and Local Area – Fall 2019 and 2020 . 12 

CSU Eligible First-time Freshman Applications by County of Residence and Local Area 

– Fall 2019 and 2020..................................................................................................... 12 

CSU Eligible Transfer Applications by County of Residence and Local Area – Fall 2019 

and 2020 ....................................................................................................................... 15 

CSU Eligible First-time Freshman Applications by IPEDS Race/Ethnicity of Residence 

and Local Area – Fall 2019 and 2020............................................................................ 19 

CSU Eligible Transfer Applications by IPEDS Race/Ethnicity of Residence and Local 

Area – Fall 2019 and 2020 ............................................................................................ 20 

Fall 2020 Unduplicated CSU Systemwide Redirected First-time Freshman Applicants by 

County of Residence ..................................................................................................... 21 

Fall 2020 Unduplicated CSU Systemwide Redirected Transfer Applicants by County of 

Residence ..................................................................................................................... 22 

Fall 2020 Unduplicated CSU Systemwide Redirected First-time Freshman Applicants by 

IPEDS Race/Ethnicity .................................................................................................... 23 

Fall 2020 Unduplicated CSU Systemwide Redirected Transfer Applicants by IPEDS 

Race/Ethnicity ............................................................................................................... 23 

 

  



California State University 

Student Admissions and Impaction Policies 

A Report Pursuant to the Budget Act of 2017 (AB 97) 

May 3, 2021 
 

2 
 

Background 

This report is in compliance with Section 89290.5 of the Education Code, which 

provides that the Office of the Chancellor of the California State University (CSU) shall 

prepare an annual systemwide report on student admissions and impaction policies.  

The new policies adopted by the Board of Trustees in March 2018, were drafted through 

the CSU Admissions Advisory Council. The council meets regularly and advises the 

chancellor about admissions issues and reviews systemwide admission policy and 

practices to ensure compliance with Board of Trustees policy and state statute. The 

council membership consists of: 

 Two campus presidents 

 One provost/vice president for Academic Affairs 

 One vice president for Student Affairs 

 One assistant vice president for Enrollment Management 

 Five faculty members (including three representatives from the Academic Senate 

CSU, one from the CSU Math Council and one representative from the CSU 

English Council) 

 Two representatives from the Office of the Chancellor 

 One representative from the California State Student Association (CSSA). 

While developing the policy proposals, the CSU Admissions Advisory Council sought to 

accomplish three main goals:  

 Meet the requirements set forth by the statute; 

 Develop proposals that account for the unique differences between the CSU’s 23 

campuses and provide the necessary flexibility; and  

 Ensure individual students have a voice in the admissions process.  

Below is a high-level summary of the policies passed by the CSU Board of Trustees. 

Local Admission Priority Policy 

The local admission priority policy required that every impacted program to all CSU 

campuses provide first priority to local applicants. First priority is defined as a finite 

admission advantage of local applicants. The advantage is provided to all CSU-eligible 

undergraduate applicants over non-local applicants. Local is defined based on the Local 

Admission Area for each campus.  If a campus is non-impacted, their local area is 

defined as the campus Service Area. Local Admission and Services Area information by 

campus can be found at: https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/ 

documents/csulocaladmission-serviceareas.pdf. Consistent with CSU Enrollment 

Management Policy and Practices, if a major or program is not offered as part of the 

curriculum at an applicant’s local impacted CSU campus, CSU-eligible students would 

https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/documents/csulocaladmission-serviceareas.pdf
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/documents/csulocaladmission-serviceareas.pdf
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be treated as coming from the local area by the adjacent campus that offers the specific 

program to which the applicant is applying. 

Redirection Policy 

The redirection policy applies to all CSU-eligible undergraduate applicants who are not 

admitted to any CSU campus. Applicants who are admitted to at least one CSU campus 

are not eligible for redirection. To provide organization to the process and best support 

applicants and their families, a set of systemwide timelines and deadlines were 

implemented for all admission decisions to be completed and communicated to all 

undergraduate applicants. CSU eligible applicants who are waitlisted or denied 

admission to either a campus or program due to impaction are notified of the 

opportunity to be redirected to a campus with capacity. Applicants are sent emails and 

text messages over the course of 35 days. Applicants who respond and select a 

campus are redirected to their first or second choice campus. Applicants who do not 

respond after the 35 days are redirected to a non-impacted campus that still has 

capacity. 

Change to Campus Policies for Local Admission Priority 

In accordance with the CSU Enrollment Management Policy and Practices, CSU 

campuses provided local admission priority to impacted campuses, but not necessarily 

to impacted majors/programs. The new policy required each campus to provide local 

applicants an admission advantage to impacted programs over non-local applicants. 

The local admission priority applies to first-time freshman, upper-division transfer and 

Associate Degree for Transfer (ADT) applicants.  

CSU campuses are using several methods to provide local applicants admissions 

preference, including: 

 First-time Freshman 

o Eligibility Index1 bump 

o Eligibility Index for local applicants that is lower than non-local applicants 

o A-G GPA bump 

 Upper-Division Transfer and Associate Degree for Transfer 

o Transferable GPA bump 

o Transferable GPA for local applicants that is lower than non-local 

applicants 

Nursing Programs 

Most CSU nursing programs have used a supplemental criterion point system to 

evaluate nursing applicants. The point system was updated to include additional points 

                                            
1 The CSU Eligibility Index is calculated using the GPA and ACT or SAT score. 

https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/eligibility-index
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for local applicants.  For example, CSU Channel Island’s supplemental criteria provides 

additional points for applicants who are within Ventura, Santa Barbara, San Luis 

Obispo, Southern Monterey and Western Los Angeles (Malibu) counties. This includes 

the Channel Islands local service area and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo’s local area since 

Cal Poly does not offer a nursing program. 

Below is a summary for fall 2020 of campus impacted programs, policies and website 

links regarding impaction and local admission priority. Please note websites have been 

updated to provide information to incoming fall 2021 applicants. 

 Bakersfield 

o Program: Nursing 

 Local applicants were provided additional points in the nursing 

programs scoring. 

 Website link 

 Channel Islands 

o Program: Mechatronics Engineering (Freshman admission only) 

 Local applicants were provided an additional .10 GPA points as 

part of the supplemental admission criteria. 

 Website link 

o Program: Nursing 

 Local applicants were provided additional points in the nursing 

programs scoring. 

 Website link 

 Chico 

o Programs: Music – Recording Arts, Nursing, Social Work 

 Campus uses a points-based system and additional points were 

awarded to individuals from the local admission area. 

 Website link 

 East Bay 

o Program: Nursing 

 Local applicants were provided additional points in the nursing 

programs scoring. 

 Website link 

 Fresno 

o Programs: All programs 

 Local freshman applicants had an Eligibility Index advantage over 

nonlocal applicants. The advantage varied for each program and is 

determined in collaboration with the departments and university.  

 Freshman website link 

https://nursing.csuci.edu/programs/documents/2021-criteria.pdf
https://www.csub.edu/nursing/Programs/BSN/ProspectiveApplicants/AdmissionCriteria/index.html
https://compsci.csuci.edu/degrees/bsme.htm
https://www.csuci.edu/app/documents/nursing2020suppcriteriacamarillo.pdf
https://www.csuchico.edu/admissions/apply/transfer/admission-requirements.shtml
https://www.csueastbay.edu/nursing/bsn-programs/prospective-students/pre-licensure-program.html
http://fresnostate.edu/studentaffairs/are/futurestudent/freshmen/freshmen-selection.html
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 Local transfer applicants had a GPA advantage over nonlocal 

applicants. The advantage varied for each program and is 

determined in collaboration with the departments and university.  

 Transfer website link 

 Fullerton: 

o Programs: All programs 

 Local freshman applicants were provided a 300-point Eligibility 

Index advantage for admission. 

 Freshman website link 

 Local transfer applicants were provided a .40 GPA advantage for 

admission. 

 Transfer website link 

 Humboldt 

o Programs: Biology, Botany, Environmental Science, Social Work, Wildlife 

and Zoology 

 Local freshman applications were provided a .10 GPA bump. 

 Local transfer applicants that meet the additional admission criteria 

for the major and CSU minimum eligibility are admitted to 

programs. 

 Website link 

 Long Beach 

o Programs: All programs 

 Local freshman applicants who were considered local based on 

their high school of graduation or their military status and meet the 

CSULB minimum Eligibility Index requirements but were not 

admitted to the major they applied were admitted as an undeclared 

student. 

 Website link 

 Local transfer applicants who were considered local based on their 

high school of graduation or their military status were admitted if 

they met the major specific minimum cumulative GPA and required 

lower division preparation. For highly impacted majors, local 

applicants’ cumulative GPA was increased by .10 during the 

admissions process. 

 Website link 

 Los Angeles 

o Programs: All programs 

 Local freshman applicants who achieved a minimum 2.70 GPA and 

met CSU minimum eligibility were offered admission. All other 

http://fresnostate.edu/studentaffairs/are/futurestudent/transfer/selection.html
http://admissions.fullerton.edu/prospectivestudent/freshmenlocaladmissionarea.php
http://admissions.fullerton.edu/prospectivestudent/transferlocaladmissionarea.php
https://admissions.humboldt.edu/apply
https://www.csulb.edu/admissions/freshmen-admission-eligibility
https://www.csulb.edu/admissions/transfer-admission-eligibility
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applicants were rank ordered by their A-G GPA and offered 

admission on a space available basis. 

 Website link  

 Transfer applicants who were considered local based on their 

community college they attended were offered admission if they 

met the required minimum GPA, required major preparation and 

general education course required for each major. All other 

applicants were rank ordered by their cumulative GPA and offered 

admission on a space available basis. 

 Website link  

 Maritime 

o Programs: Facilities Engineering Technology, Marine Engineering 

Technology, Marine Transportation and Mechanical Engineering 

 Local freshman and transfer applicants were provided a .10 GPA 

bump. 

 Website link 

 Monterey Bay 

o Programs: Biology, Business Administration, Computer Science, 

Environmental Science- Technology and Policy (upper-division transfers 

only), Kinesiology, Marine Science, Mathematics (upper-division transfers 

only), Psychology, and Undeclared (first-time freshman only) 

 All local freshman applicants had an Eligibility Index advantage 

over nonlocal applicants. The advantage varies for each program. 

 All local transfer applicants were required to meet fewer major 

preparation courses.  

 Website link 

 Northridge 

o Programs: Accounting, Biology, Business Administration-Insurance and 

Financial Services, Cinema and Television Arts, Communication Studies, 

Criminal Justice, Finance, Health Sciences, Kinesiology, Music, and 

Psychology 

 All local freshman applicants had an Eligibility Index advantage 

over nonlocal applicants. The advantage varied for each program 

and was determined in collaboration with the departments and 

university.  

 All local transfer applicants were provided a .10 GPA bump. 

 Website link 

 Pomona 

o Programs: Aerospace Engineering, Animal Health Science, Animal 

Science, Architecture, Biology, Biotechnology, Business Administration 

https://www.calstatela.edu/admissions/local-preference-freshmen
https://www.calstatela.edu/admissions/transfer-application-and-admission
https://www.csum.edu/admissions/requirements/first-time-freshmen/future-impaction.html
https://csumb.edu/admissions/impaction
https://www.csun.edu/prospective-students/impaction
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(Accounting Option), Chemical Engineering, Chemistry, Civil Engineering, 

Communication, Computer Engineering, Computer Science, Electrical 

Engineering, Environmental Biology, Kinesiology (General Option), 

Mechanical Engineering, Music (Industry Studies Option), and Physics 

 Local freshman applicants had an Eligibility Index advantage over 

nonlocal applicants. The advantage varied for each program and 

was determined in collaboration with the departments and 

university.  

 Website link 

 Local transfer applicants were provided a varying GPA bump, 

based on major. 

 Website link 

 Sacramento 

o Programs: Business Administration (all options), Criminal Justice 

(general), Graphic Design (general), Health Sciences (all options), Nursing 

(general) and Psychology (general) 

 Local freshman who met CSU minimum eligibility were admitted to 

the pre-major for the impacted program. 

 Local transfer students and local freshman were provided a .10 

GPA bump when applying to the impacted major. 

 Local applicants were provided additional points in the nursing 

program application scoring. 

 Website link 

 San Bernardino 

o Programs: Criminal Justice (all options), Kinesiology (pre-physical 

therapy) Nursing (general), Psychology and Social Work (pre-social work) 

 Local transfer students and local freshman were provided a .10 

GPA bump when applying to an impacted major. 

 Website link 

 San Diego 

o Programs: All programs 

 Local freshman applicants had an Eligibility Index advantage (at 

least 200 points) over nonlocal applicants. The advantage varies for 

each program.  

 Local transfer applicants were selected first in the ranking process, 

prior to any non-local applicant with equal preparation or GPA. 

Local transfer students who have completed 100% of their 

transferable courses at one of the local service area community 

college, will receive the highest preference factor. 

 Website link 

https://www.cpp.edu/admissions/freshmen/impacted-majors.shtml
https://www.cpp.edu/admissions/transfer/impacted-majors.shtml
https://www.csus.edu/apply/admissions/application-process/impaction.html
https://www.csusb.edu/admissions/impaction-information
https://admissions.sdsu.edu/about_sdsu/local_admissions_area
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 San Francisco 

o Programs: Business Administration (Accounting), Health Education, 

Industrial Arts/Industrial Design (all options), Kinesiology (all options), 

Nursing (general), Psychology, Social Work and Undeclared with an 

interest in Nursing 

 Local transfer and freshman applicants were provided a .10 GPA 

bump when applying to an impacted major. 

 Website link 

 San Jose 

o All programs 

 Local transfer and freshman applicants were provided a .10 GPA 

bump. 

 Website link 

 San Luis Obispo 

o All programs 

 Applicants who were considered local based on their high school of 

graduation were awarded additional points in the campus Multi-

Criteria Admission (MCA) scoring process. 

 Freshman website link 

 Transfer website link 

 San Marcos 

o Programs: Biological Sciences, Business Administration, 

Communications, Kinesiology, Mass Media and Nursing 

 Local applicants were accommodated first, and non-local students 

were only admitted on a space available basis. If more local 

applicants applied then space available, applicants were rank 

ordered and admitted based on GPA. 

 Website link 

 Sonoma 

o Programs: Biology, Business Administration (also pre-business), 

Communication Studies, Criminology and Criminal Justice Studies, Early 

Childhood Studies, Human Development, Kinesiology (all options), Liberal 

Studies, Psychology, Sociology and Nursing (pre-nursing and pre-

licensure BSN) 

 Local transfer and freshman applicants were provided a .10 GPA 

bump when applying to an impacted major. 

 Website link 

 Stanislaus 

o Program: Nursing 

https://future.sfsu.edu/admissions/impaction
https://www.sjsu.edu/admissions/impaction/
https://www.calpoly.edu/admissions/first-year-student/selection-criteria
https://www.calpoly.edu/admissions/transfer-student/selection-criteria/major-specific-transfer-criteria
https://www.csusm.edu/admissions/how-to-apply/impaction/index.html
https://admissions.sonoma.edu/how-apply/impacted-majors
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 Local applicants were provided additional points in the nursing 

programs scoring. 

 Website link 

 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the CSU suspended the use of standardized 

test scores (ACT and SAT) for the 2021-22 and 2022-23 academic years. This required 

the CSU to adjust its first-time freshman admission process. Campus websites may not 

reflect the local advantage provided in fall 2020. 

Communication to Prospective Students 

The local area admission preference and redirection policies have been communicated 

to prospective applicants and counselors in a variety of ways. CSU campuses have 

updated their respective admission websites. In addition, both the Office of the 

Chancellor and campuses have communicated these changes statewide and locally to 

high school and community college counselors.  

Annually, CSU campuses hold local counselor conferences, and the Office of the 

Chancellor holds statewide counselor conferences.  These conferences provide 

campuses and the Office of the Chancellor an opportunity to provide updates to 

counselors. The Office of the Chancellor has included presentations on both the Local 

Area priority and redirection policy in the 2018, 2019 and 2020 CSU Counselor 

Conferences.  

In addition, the CSU has used email communications to share this information with the 

more than 13,000 counselors who receive ongoing CSU communications and updates. 

The Cal State Apply website, provides robust information about impaction and 

redirection. The impaction site is linked from the Cal State Apply (Calstate.edu/apply) 

site that receives more than 1.2 million visits per year. 

The Office of the Chancellor continues to refine the impaction and Cal State Apply 

websites, and campuses continue to update their campus admission content. 

Analysis of Impacted Admission for Local Students 

The data provided in this report compares Fall 2019 to Fall 2020 data. The tables below 

show the number of CSU eligible applicants (e.g., applications coded as admitted and 

denied eligible) disaggregated by local area status. This is reported separately by 

campus, county of residence, and race/ethnicity as requested, and each of these areas 

is reported separately for first-time freshmen and transfer. The CSU implemented 

additional reporting elements for campuses effective in fall 2019 to track local area 

admission. For this year’s report, information for impacted campuses are reported 

based on these new campus-reported elements, which may differ from the estimates in 

https://www.csustan.edu/nursing/impaction


California State University 

Student Admissions and Impaction Policies 

A Report Pursuant to the Budget Act of 2017 (AB 97) 

May 3, 2021 
 

10 
 

the prior year report. For non-impacted campuses, a combination of campus reported 

data and CO estimates were used to provide the most accurate reflection of local status 

for each application. Based on early fall 2021 applicant data, we expect that the 

uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 pandemic will continue to influence these 

outcomes in the near future.  However, as the CSU continues to track these data, the 

trend of the data will be more apparent.   

It is also important to acknowledge that a variety of issues impact admissions outcomes 

and trends, at each CSU campus. These issues include the number of continuing 

students, number of graduating students, applications received, the specific programs to 

which applicants apply, and available funding for academic programs. Application and 

enrollment patterns in the CSU and elsewhere in the state and country occurred under 

very different circumstances due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In sum, as shown in the following tables each campus with impacted programs or levels 

has admitted local area applicants at a significantly higher rate than non-local 

applicants.  In addition, despite the disruption of the COVID -19 pandemic, both 

freshman and transfer students are utilizing the redirection policy adopted in 2018. 
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CSU Eligible First-time Freshman Applications by Campus and Local Area – Fall 2019 and 2020 
 

 

Note: Applicants to more than one campus will be reflected multiple times in this report. 
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CSU Eligible Transfer Applications by Campus and Local Area – Fall 2019 and 2020 
 

 

Note: Applicants to more than one campus will be reflected multiple times in this report. 

CSU Eligible First-time Freshman Applications by County of Residence and Local Area – Fall 2019 and 2020 
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Note: Applicants to more than one campus will be reflected multiple times in this report. 
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Note: Applicants to more than one campus will be reflected multiple times in this report. 
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Note: Applicants to more than one campus will be reflected multiple times in this report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CSU Eligible Transfer Applications by County of Residence and Local Area – Fall 2019 and 2020 
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Note: Applicants to more than one campus will be reflected multiple times in this report. 
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Note: Applicants to more than one campus will be reflected multiple times in this report. 
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Note: Applicants to more than one campus will be reflected multiple times in this report. 
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CSU Eligible First-time Freshman Applications by IPEDS Race/Ethnicity of Residence and Local Area – Fall 2019 

and 2020 
 

 

Note: Applicants to more than one campus will be reflected multiple times in this report. 
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CSU Eligible Transfer Applications by IPEDS Race/Ethnicity of Residence and Local Area – Fall 2019 and 2020 

 

 

Note: Applicants to more than one campus will be reflected multiple times in this report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



California State University 

Student Admissions and Impaction Policies 

A Report Pursuant to the Budget Act of 2017 (AB 97) 

May 3, 2021 
 

21 
 

Fall 2020 Unduplicated CSU Systemwide Redirected First-time Freshman Applicants by County of Residence 

 

Note: This is an unduplicated systemwide count. Applicants to more than one campus will be reflected once in this report. 
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Fall 2020 Unduplicated CSU Systemwide Redirected Transfer Applicants by County of Residence 

 

Note: This is an unduplicated systemwide count. Applicants to more than one campus will be reflected once in this report. 
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Fall 2020 Unduplicated CSU Systemwide Redirected First-time Freshman Applicants by IPEDS Race/Ethnicity 

 

 

Note: This is an unduplicated systemwide count. Applicants to more than one campus will be reflected once in this report. 

 

Fall 2020 Unduplicated CSU Systemwide Redirected Transfer Applicants by IPEDS Race/Ethnicity 

 

 

Note: This is an unduplicated systemwide count. Applicants to more than one campus will be reflected once in this report. 
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