
Black-Serving
Institutions



HBCUs

Founded before 1964 with the mission of serving Black 

Americans.​

Predominantly Black Institutions (PBIs)

Officially recognized by the U.S. Department of Education if:

• At least 40% of their students are Black 

• Serve low-income students

• Meet other criteria​

Designations



California's Senate Bill 1348 (SB 
1348), enacted in 2024, 
establishes the "Designation of 
California Black-Serving 
Institutions" to recognize 
colleges and universities that 
excel in supporting Black and 
African American students.​

California's Senate Bill 1348 (SB 1348)



SB-1348 Postsecondary Education: Designation of California 
Black Serving Institutions

The Designation of California Black-Serving Institutions was established to 
recognize colleges and universities that excel at providing academic resources to 
Black and African American students enrolled in degree or certificate programs 
offered by colleges and universities. ​

An initial designation awarded pursuant to this article shall be valid for five 
academic years. Thereafter, a recipient may submit an application for renewal.​

Source: SB-1348 Sec. 2 Article 7.5 66076.2

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB1348


SB-1348 Postsecondary Education: Designation of California 
Black Serving Institutions

An application is eligible for designation if the applicant meets all of the 
following requirements:

Has at least 10 percent of the college or university’s enrolled student 
population identifying as Black/African American students, or has at 
least 1,500 Black/African American students enrolled at the college or 
university.​
Submits an initial or renewal application, as applicable, to the 
managing entity on or before the application deadline.​

Source: SB-1348 Sec. 2 Article 7.5 66076.2

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB1348
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB1348
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB1348
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB1348
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB1348
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB1348


SB-1348 Postsecondary Education: Designation of California 
Black Serving Institutions

Written certification from the institution's chief 
administrative officer affirming the institution's 
commitment to advancing Black and African American 
student success in alignment with its mission.



SB-1348 Postsecondary Education: Designation of California 
Black Serving Institutions

Describe the academic goals for the institution to achieve 
within the five-year period in which the initial designation is 
awarded. The goals described in this section should outline 
the institution's plans to improve retention, time-to-degree 
or time-to-certificate completion, and graduation rates of 
Black and African American students.​



SB-1348 Postsecondary Education: Designation of California 
Black Serving Institutions

Describe the academic equity goals your institution aims to achieve within the 
five-year period of the initial designation as a California Black-Serving Institution.

Specifically, outline how these goals will improve academic equity gaps in 
retention, time-to-degree or time-to-certificate completion, and 
graduation rates between your Black and African American students and 
the overall student population. 

Provide data-driven benchmarks and strategies for achieving these 
objectives.​



SB-1348 Postsecondary Education: Designation of California 
Black Serving Institutions

Identify institutional memberships, charters, or affiliations to 
organizations dedicated to the advancement of Black and or African American 
Students.​



SB-1348 Postsecondary Education: Designation of California 
Black Serving Institutions

A mission statement that addresses the applicant’s commitment to serve Black and African American students. ​

Outreach services to Black and African American students to encourage them to enroll at the college or university.​

Academic and basic needs support services to assist in the academic success of Black and African American students. 
Support services may include campus affinity centers and corequisite coursework or concurrent support activities.​

An outline of the planned allocation of resources during the five-year period to 
ensure that the strategic plan described in this paragraph can be implemented.​

An outline of how the applicant will use existing resources to provide culturally 
relevant professional development to the applicant’s faculty and staff.​

The strategic plan shall include, but not be limited to, all of the following:​



SB-1348 Postsecondary Education: Designation of California 
Black Serving Institutions

4-year College/University Applicants

Submit the following for the previous three academic years 
(2023, 2024, & 2025) ​:

Graduation rates for the previous three academic years for all students within the normal 
time and up to 150 percent of the normal time to degree completion.  ​

Graduation rates for Black and African American students, within the normal time and up to 
150 percent of the normal time to degree completion.   ​



SB-1348 Postsecondary Education: Designation of California 
Black Serving Institutions

Community College Applicants

Submit the following for the previous three academic years 
(2023, 2024, & 2025) ​:

The number of degree and certificate programs completed by all students, and by Black and or 
African American students. 

The number of all students, and of Black and/or African American students, who completed degree 
and certificate programs within normal time and up to 300 percent of normal time to degree 
completion. (2017-2023, 2018-2024, 2019-2025)

The student transfer rates for all students, and for Black and or African American students, to four-
year colleges and universities.  ​



SB-1348 Postsecondary Education: Designation of California 
Black Serving Institutions

Describe the campus resources available to promote equity and 

inclusion for Black and African American students. Include details on 

academic support programs, cultural centers, mentorship opportunities, 

student organizations, financial aid initiatives, and any other institutional 

efforts designed to foster an inclusive and supportive campus 

environment.​



SB-1348 Postsecondary Education: Designation of California 
Black Serving Institutions

Include any additional information that the governing board 

should consider in evaluating your institution's readiness to be 

identified as a Black Serving Institution.​



EVALUATION



Governing Board

Representatives from multiple educational 
segments and public members review and approve 
or deny designation applications.

● The Lieutenant Governor, or the Lieutenant Governor’s 
designee.

● The chair of the California Legislative Black Caucus, or the 
chair’s designee.

● A designee of the Chancellor of the California State University
● A designee of the President of the University of California
● Designee of the Chancellor of the California Community 

Colleges
● A designee of the Association of Independent California 

Colleges and Universities
● One (1) member of the public, to be appointed by the Speaker 

of the Assembly
● One (1) member of the public, to be appointed by the President 

pro Tempore of the Senate



www.calstate.edu/coabss

APPLICATIONS OPEN

https://www.calstate.edu/coabss


THANK YOU
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