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How have your assignments changed over time? 

What motivated those changes?





Schooled Literacy



Schooled Literacy 



Bounded But Open 
The Art of Assignment Design

Rethinking Regulation

http://techstyle.lmc.gatech.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Wilner.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/cccc/ccc/issues/v68-1






Background:  As first year college students, many of you are new to both 

the college environment and San Francisco State University campus.  

And, as a result, many first year college students find themselves 

overwhelmed and a little bit lost, often unaware of the resources available 

to them as students. Our goal is to help them discover resources that 

might help students acclimate to college. 

Task:  You will locate and research a number of different campus 

resources as you compile the information necessary to create an 

informational brochure. Your brochure will offer 2 expository paragraphs 

for each resource:  one that explains some of the services the resource 

offers and one that provides instructions on the steps a student should 

take to make the best use of the services.



● You must visit each of the resources that you choose.

● For Box A, you must see either an EOP or an Undergraduate Advisor

● For Box B, you must make a tutoring appointment

● Do not staple your pages until I’ve handed out the rubric. Then staple the 

finished rubric to the top of the page

● For every resource include location and contact information

● Include a title page with the date, my name and the section number 

● Put pages numbers in the bottom right of each page

● Use clear and focused language

● Use three list words and addition words to signal supporting details

● Do not use any font size larger than 12 and no margins larger than one inch

● Essays are due at the end of class on 10/3



1. First, please take note of what time it is, and then locate and copy out verbatim 

the full sentence as uttered by Lindsey and reported by Roozen in your copy of 

the textbook (that is, from the book itself, not from this assignment prompt).

2. Then, write it again, using square brackets to identify pronoun antecedents, 

align verb tenses, account for changes in capitalization, etc. in ways that are 

useful for your thinking (much like I did in the opening paragraph of this 

assignment prompt).

3. Next, please write it once more, this time separating out into a list, or a map 

of some sort, the individual words or phrases in the quotation you see as 

particularly useful to consider.

4. Once you have a list or a map, work to unpack, define, construct meaning for 

each of the parts you separated out in #3.

5. Finally, write a paragraph about your subsequent understanding (and 

“ownership”) of the quotation, your experience in working through this quotation, 

and how your work with that one quotation “enables you.”



Write a reflection about 
the process.

Explain your response to 
the reading. 

Write about what racism 
means to you. 



Assignment Elements Bounded Open

Task: Method x

Task: Problem or 

question

x

Task: Solution or 

answer

x

Genre x

Scaffolding x

Procedures x

Task: You will locate and research two campus resources to create an informational 

brochure that offers 2 expository paragraphs for each resource:  one that explains some 

of the various services each resource offers and one that provides detailed instructions 

on the steps a student should take to make the best use of the services.



Assignment Elements Bounded Open

Task: Method x

Task: Problem or 

question

x

Task: Solution or 

answer

x

Genre x x

Scaffolding

Procedures

Task: Analyze the two articles using the questions we generated in class. Decide which 

article has the best analysis of ______.  Write an argument to your classmates in favor of 

this analysis. Your argument should have a thesis and at least four reasons supporting it.  

Use at least one design feature (image, heading, pull-out quote, table or graphic) to 

enhance your argument. 



Assignment Elements Bounded Open

Task: Method x

Task: Problem or 

question

x

Task: Solution or 

answer

x

Genre x x

Scaffolding

Procedures

Task: We've studied photosynthesis and conducted experiments with plants and 

light. Write down one question that this process has left unanswered for you, and 

propose a new experiment that might help us answer it. Create a slide deck that 

explains your question and the experiment you’re proposing.



Assignment Elements Bounded Open

Task: Method x

Task: Problem or 

question

x

Task: Solution or 

answer

x

Genre x

Scaffolding

Procedures

Task: Drawing on your experiences and analysis of  the book, write a review for 

Amazon that encourages or discourages others to buy it. Briefly summarize the 

book, and explain what you see as its strengths/weaknesses. 



What parts of your assignments are 

bounded? What parts are open? 



Relevant
To students’ lives, goals, 

and  learning 

TILT

https://tilthighered.com/


Transparency in Learning and Teaching (TILT)

Students want to connect learning to their lives. 

By calling attention to how an assignment will 

relate to students now and in their future careers, 

we can demonstrate meaning, value, and 

relevance. (“Just a TAD: Transparent Assignment Design” 

Laurel Willingham-McLain)



Transparency in Learning and Teaching (TILT)

Where students perceived more 

transparency...they reported gains in academic 

confidence, sense of belonging, and mastery of 

skills. (“A Teaching Intervention that Increases Underserved College Students’ 

Success” Mary-Ann Winkelmes, Mathew Bernacki, Jeffrey Butler, Michelle Zochowski, 

Jennifer Golanics, and Kathryn Weavil)



TILTing 

The Introduction to Your Research: Assignment 10

The rhetorical principles that we practice in this assignment will be useful to 

you in many contexts -- whether you’re writing for a composition classroom or 

in your major, whether you’re writing a letter of application for a future job, a 

presentation to a coworker, or a marketing plan for a product you want to sell. 

In all of these contexts, you’ll need to be able to pitch your ideas and keep 

your audience’s attention. This week, we’ll practice just that, starting with 

presentations in class, and moving to drafts of your introductions for your 

projects. When we finish, you’ll have a professional introduction to your work, 

AND you’ll have honed a skill that will serve you in your major and your 

career.  



Hospitable and 

Accessible
The Accessible Syllabus

https://www.accessiblesyllabus.com/rhetoric/


How might you revise assignments to 

make them more transparent, and 

more hospitable? 



Visual Assignment Design



Visual Design Priorities

Visual metaphors 

Reinforce your message

White space

Reader-friendly and engaging

Layout choices

Openness and purpose are 

foregrounded;

Boundaries are visible but 

subordinate.
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Accessibility

● Caption your photos 

● Provide transcripts of video

● Use hyperlinks to provide 

alternative versions of 

instructional materials

https://www.accessiblesyllabus.com/text/

https://www.accessiblesyllabus.com/text/


Universal Design For Learning

● Multiple Means of Representation

● Multiple Means of Action and 

Expression

● Multiple Means of Engagement
http://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement

http://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement


Questions, Comments, 

Reflections, Discussion?


