
BASIC NEEDS INITIATIVE

 MEETING STUDENTS’ IMMEDIATE FOOD NEEDS
• All 22 campuses have a food pantry or food distribution program.

• All 22 campuses offer on-site CalFresh application assistance.

• 19 campuses offer meals through meal sharing or meal 
voucher programs.   

• 16 campuses make fresh fruit and vegetables available to students.

• 15 campuses accept Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) with 
additional campuses in development.   

• 16 campuses offer grocery store gift cards to students 
experiencing food insecurity.   

PROVIDING EMERGENCY FUNDS AND HOUSING 
• 19 CSU campuses offer on-campus emergency housing.   

• 18 CSU campuses offer off-campus emergency housing, 
including 14 campuses that provide hotel vouchers for 
emergency support.  

• All 22 campuses offer emergency grants or funds.   

• 18 campuses are participating in the Rapid Rehousing & 
Housing Security Program (RRHHSP) starting in the 2023-24 
academic year. 

CONNECTING STUDENTS WITH RESOURCES 
• All 22 campuses have websites that connect students with 

on- and off-campus resources, and many faculty members 
include resource links in course syllabi.   

• All 22 campuses have administrators or staff who manage 
programs and connect students with resources.   

• All 22 campuses have case managers or crisis response teams.

• 20 campuses partner with local food banks and other 
community organizations.   

• All 22 campus health centers connect or refer students 
to on-campus Basic Needs support services.  

OFFERING ADDITIONAL SUPPORT 
• Many campuses provide cooking classes and recipes 

to help students prepare healthy and inexpensive meal 
options.   

• A majority of campuses offer wellness workshops, with 
many offering self-help seminars and other types of 
support communities.   

• Many campuses provide clothing for students in need, 
including interview-appropriate attire.   

• 18 campuses host financial literacy workshops for students.

• 19 campuses stock supplies in their food pantry and/or 
Basic Needs Center for parenting students (e.g., diapers, 
wipes, baby food, etc.).   

• All 22 campuses have programs and services specific 
to serving the needs of student parents (e.g., childcare 
support and referrals, resource navigation, etc.).   

• 21 campuses have programs and services specific to 
serving the transportation needs of students (e.g., bus 
passes and/or bus subsidies, ride share support, parking 
permit support, etc.)   

• 19 campuses have programs and services specific to 
serving the broadband and technology needs of students 
(e.g., internet subsidies, laptop equipment loans, etc.)

SUPPORTING STUDENTS’ BASIC NEEDS
Critical to student success at the CSU, the Basic Needs Initiative takes a holistic look at students’ well-being both inside and outside 
the classroom, from housing and food security to mental health. Student engagement and well-being is a priority of CSU Forward, 
the CSU’s new strategic plan. We’re working together to find better ways to support our students on their path to graduation.
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