
 

*The Board of Trustees is a public body, and members of the public have a right to attend and participate in its meetings. This schedule of 
meetings is established as a best approximation of how long each scheduled meeting will take to complete its business. Each meeting will be 
taken in sequence, except in unusual circumstances. Depending on the length of the discussions, which cannot be predicted with precision in 
advance, the scheduled meeting times indicated may vary widely. For two-day meetings, items scheduled for one day may be heard either the 
day before or the day after depending upon the time spent on each matter. The public is advised to take this uncertainty into account in planning 
to attend any meeting listed on this schedule. 

 
Agendas, notices, and information on addressing the Board of Trustees may be found on the Board of Trustees website: 
https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/board-of-trustees/Pages/default.aspx . 

 
 

TRUSTEES OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

California State University 
Office of the Chancellor 

Glenn S. Dumke Conference Center 
401 Golden Shore 

Long Beach, CA 90802 
 

Wednesday, September 23, 2026 
 

Presiding: Diego Arambula, Chair 
 
2:45 p.m.*   Board of Trustees                  Dumke  

      Call to Order 
      Roll Call 

Consent 
Action 
 
Action 

 
Action 

1. Approval of Minutes of the Board of Trustees Meeting of July 21, 
2026 and July 22, 2026 

2. Amendments to Board of Trustees’ Standing Committee 
Assignments for 2026-2027 

3. Approval of Committee Resolutions as follows: 
 
Committee on Campus Planning, Buildings and Grounds 
2. California State University, Monterey Bay Stadium Expanded Use 
Project Environmental Impact Report Certification and Project Approval  
3. Approval of the 2027 Five-Year Capital Outlay Plan 
 
Committee on Organization and Rules 
2. Approval of the Amendment to the Board of Trustees Policy for the 
Selection of Presidents  

 
Committee on Finance 
3. Approval of the 2027-2028 Operating Budget Plan  
4. California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo Student 
Housing, Phase 2 Financing Approval 

 
Committee on Educational Policy 
2. Advancing Academic Planning and Program Innovation  
 

https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/board-of-trustees/Pages/default.aspx


 
 

 
Discussion 
Action 
Action 
Action 

 
4. Conferral of Commendation – Patrick Lenz 
5. Conferral of Title of Student Trustee Emerita – Jazmin Guajardo 
6. Conferral of Title of Trustee Emeritus – Christopher Steinhauser 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
Trustees of The California State University 

Office of the Chancellor 
Glenn S. Dumke Conference Center 

401 Golden Shore 
Long Beach, California 

 
July 21, 2026 

 
Trustees Present 
 
Diego Arambula, Chair 
Raji Kaur Brar, Vice Chair 
Larry L. Adamson 
Jack B. Clarke, Jr. 
Andrea C. Evans 
Carson Fajardo 
Wenda Fong 
Mark Ghilarducci 
Julia I. Lopez 
Jackson Martinez 
Jack McGrory 
Yammilette Rodriguez 
Mildred García, Chancellor 
 
Chair Arambula called the meeting of the Board of Trustees to order. 
 
Public Comment 
 
In an effort to provide accessibility and flexibility for the public, all public comments took place at 
the beginning of the open session prior to all committees.  
 
The board heard from the following individuals who provided public comment in person: 
 
Carlos Sanchez, Teamsters Local 2010; Steve Phillips, Teamsters Local 2010; Jorge Martinez, 
Teamsters Local 2010; Armenia Ward, N/A: I am a former CSU student; Meghan O'Donnell, ASCSU 
Executive Committee and CFA; Michelle Ramos Pellicia, CFA/CSUSM; Margarita Berta-Avila, 
CFA/Sacramento State; Juan Araujo Sarinana, California Faculty Association; Debbie Elia, 
Teamsters Local 2010; Jared Pecot, Teamsters Local 2010; Jason Rabinowitz, Teamsters Local 
2010; Belinda Munoz, California State University, Fresno; Dorothy Chen-Maynard, CSUSB; Daya 
Khunkhun, UNITE HERE Local 19, representing CSUB Dining Hall employees; Elaine Bernal, 
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California Faculty Association; Juan Munoz, UNITE HERE Local 11; Griffin Joseph, UNITE HERE 
Local 11; Andrea Romero, UNITE HERE Local 11; Aaron Shakelford, CSU DH; Rev. Jonathan 
Mitchell, Clergy & Laity United for Economic Justice; Josh De Leon, LAANE. 
 
The board also heard from the following individuals who provided public comment virtually:  
 

Chris Rooney, Teamsters Local 2010; Spencer Owen, Teamsters Local 2010; Kevin Wehr, 
CSUS/CFA; Lisa Kawamura, CFA/Cal Poly SLO; Vang Vang, Fresno; Jessica Dalton, CSUEU; Tessy 
Reese, CSUEU Unit 2 Chair; Dawn McCulley, California State University Employees Union; Tawnie 
Elkins, Chico State, Staff Council; Rebecca Slocum, CSU Channel Islands; Amanda Dalgleish, 
CSUSM; Karen Malone, Chancellor's Office; Christina Chambers, CSUB, UNITE HERE Local 19; 
Oscar Jauregui, CSUB Dining Hall, UNITE HERE Local 19; Mayra Castorena, CSU Stanislaus; Jaime 
Chavez, SQE Intern/Channel Islands; Juliana McGaugh, UNITE HERE Local 19, represents CSUB 
dining hall workers under Aramark; Oliver Harter, SQE at SJSU; Loren Cannon, Cal Poly Humboldt; 
Jaelin Ivester, Students for Quality Education; April Thomas, CSU Dominguez Hills; Ken Habib, Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo; Steve McFarland, CSU Dominguez Hills; Gabriel Fowler, Sonoma State 
University; Kim Geron, CSU East Bay; Sylvia Contreras, UNITE HERE Local 19, CSUB Dining Hall; 
Tobias Halpern, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo; Ayrton Flaherty, CSU San Marcos; Rachel Abeyta, San 
Jose State University; Andrew Buckley, SQE/Fresno State; Thomas Corrigan, CSUSB; Eri Ramirez, 
CSULA; Talitha Matlin, San Marcos. 
 

Chair’s Report 
 

Chair Arambula’s report is available online at the following link:  
https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/board-of-trustees/reports-of-the-chair 
 
Report of the Academic Senate CSU 

 

CSU Academic Senate Chair Adam Swenson’s report is available online at the following link:  
https://www2.calstate.edu/csu-system/faculty-staff/academic-senate/Pages/ASCSU-Chairs-
Report.aspx 
 
Report of the California State Student Association 
 

CSSA President Artur Gafurov’s report is available online at the following link: 
https://calstatestudents.org/bot-reports/ 
 
Report of the California State University Alumni Council 
 

Alumni Council President Adrian Harrell’s report is available online at the following link: 
https://www2.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/alumni/council/board-of-trustee-
reports/Pages/default.aspx 
 
Chancellor’s Report 
 

Chancellor Mildred García’s report is available online at the following link:  
https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/board-of-trustees/chancellor-reports  

https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/board-of-trustees/reports-of-the-chair
https://www2.calstate.edu/csu-system/faculty-staff/academic-senate/Pages/ASCSU-Chairs-Report.aspx
https://www2.calstate.edu/csu-system/faculty-staff/academic-senate/Pages/ASCSU-Chairs-Report.aspx
https://calstatestudents.org/bot-reports/
https://www2.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/alumni/council/board-of-trustee-reports/Pages/default.aspx
https://www2.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/alumni/council/board-of-trustee-reports/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/board-of-trustees/chancellor-reports
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Trustees of The California State University 
Office of the Chancellor 

Glenn S. Dumke Conference Center 
401 Golden Shore 

Long Beach, California 
 

July 22, 2026 
 
Trustees Present 
 
Diego Arambula, Chair 
Raji Kaur Brar, Vice Chair 
Larry L. Adamson 
Jack B. Clarke, Jr. 
Andrea C. Evans 
Carson Fajardo 
Wenda Fong 
Mark Ghilarducci 
Leslie Gilbert-Lurie 
Julia I. Lopez 
Jackson Martinez 
Jack McGrory 
Yammilette Rodriguez 
Mildred García, Chancellor 
 
Chair Arambula called the meeting of the Board of Trustees to order. 
 
Chair Arambula opened the meeting by expressing condolences following an incident in which a 
California Faculty Association staff member was struck by a vehicle while participating in 
activities related to a peaceful protest. He extended the Board’s thoughts and prayers for a full 
recovery and encouraged everyone to exercise their right to peaceful protest and to remain safe. 
The Chair then introduced a commencement video celebrating the CSU Class of 2026, 
highlighting the perseverance, resilience, and accomplishments of graduates across the 
university system. Following the video, he reflected on the significance of commencement as the 
culmination of years of dedication by students, families, faculty, staff, and campus leaders, and 
thanked the university communications teams for capturing these milestone moments. 
 
Chair Arambula then announced that the search for the next President of California State 
University, San Bernardino had concluded with the selection of Dr. Terri Gomez, Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs at Cal Poly Pomona. He praised Dr. Gomez’s leadership and 
experience, expressing confidence that she would continue to strengthen Cal State San 
Bernardino’s role as the Inland Empire’s anchor institution. The Chair also recognized the 
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outstanding leadership of outgoing President Tomás Morales and thanked him for his many years 
of service to the university and the CSU system. 
 
The Board approved the consent agenda, with the exception of the amendments to the Board’s 
standing committee assignments, which was removed and deferred to the September meeting.  
 
The Board unanimously approved a conferral of commendation upon Dr. Iris Levine for her service 
as Interim President of Cal Poly Pomona. Chancellor García highlighted Dr. Levine’s more than 30 
years of service to the university in numerous leadership roles and her steady stewardship during 
a critical presidential transition. She noted Dr. Levine’s leadership in advancing the university’s 
polytechnic mission, overseeing implementation of transformative philanthropic investments, 
supporting strategic redevelopment initiatives, and preparing the campus for its next chapter 
under new leadership. In her remarks, Dr. Levine reflected on returning to lead the university she 
had served throughout her career, expressed gratitude for the opportunity, praised the dedication 
of Cal Poly Pomona’s faculty, staff, students, alumni, and community partners, and expressed 
confidence in the university’s future under incoming President Vanya Quiñones. 
 
The Board next unanimously conferred the title of Faculty Trustee Emerita upon Dr. Darlene Yee-
Melichar. Chancellor García recognized Dr. Yee-Melichar historic service as the first Asian 
American and first person of color to serve as Faculty Trustee, highlighting her distinguished 
career as a professor at San Francisco State University, her scholarship in gerontology and 
healthy aging, and her unwavering commitment to shared governance, academic excellence, and 
student success. She praised Dr. Yee-Melichar’s thoughtful preparation, insightful contributions, 
and collegial leadership during her Board service. In accepting the honor, Dr. Yee-Melichar’s 
reflected on her three years as Faculty Trustee and her 36-year academic career, emphasizing 
that the CSU’s greatest strength is its people—faculty, staff, students, administrators, and trustees 
working together to transform lives. She expressed gratitude to colleagues across the CSU, 
Governor Newsom, Chancellor García, San Francisco State University, the Academic Senate, 
fellow trustees, and her family, reaffirming her lifelong commitment to public higher education 
and service. 
 
The Board also unanimously approved the conferral of Trustee Emerita upon Jean Picker 
Firstenberg in recognition of her ten years of distinguished service on the Board of Trustees. Chair 
Arambula praised Trustee Firstenberg’s unwavering focus on students, thoughtful leadership, and 
commitment to ensuring the Board’s attention remained centered on student success and 
institutional priorities. Chancellor García reflected on Trustee Firstenberg’s transformative career 
leading the American Film Institute, her compassionate leadership, intellectual curiosity, and 
courageous advocacy on behalf of CSU students. In her remarks, Trustee Firstenberg reflected 
on her decade of service, describing campus visits and engagement with students, faculty, and 
staff as the most rewarding aspects of her tenure. She acknowledged both the challenges and 
successes experienced by the CSU over the past decade, praised the leadership of Chancellor 
García and prior Board leaders, and reaffirmed her confidence in the CSU’s future, emphasizing 
that public higher education remains one of California’s greatest strengths. 
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Finally, the Board unanimously conferred the title of President Emeritus upon Dr. Tomás Morales 
in recognition of his more than a decade of leadership at California State University, San 
Bernardino. Chancellor García celebrated Dr. Morales’ decades of service in higher education, 
highlighting his accomplishments in improving graduation rates, advancing social mobility, 
strengthening regional partnerships, establishing the university’s President’s Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Board, and elevating the university’s national reputation. She also recognized his 
leadership across numerous national higher education organizations and his contributions to 
CSU systemwide initiatives, including Native American student success. In his acceptance 
remarks, Dr. Morales reflected on the university’s role as an anchor institution serving the Inland 
Empire, the creation of the Growing Inland Achievement Collaborative, and the importance of 
diversity, inclusion, and public education. He spoke passionately about California’s diversity as a 
source of strength, reflected on his own experience as a first-generation student and Educational 
Opportunity Program participant, and thanked Chancellor García, the Board of Trustees, his 
presidential colleagues, his family, and the CSU community for their partnership and support 
throughout his career. 
 
The Board of Trustees approved the following resolutions: 
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COMMITTEE ON UNIVERSITY FACULTY AND PERSONNEL 
  
Executive Compensation: President – California State University, San Bernardino 
(RUFP 07-26-09) 

 
RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that Dr. S. 
Terri Gomez shall receive a salary set at the annual rate of $426,916 effective 
August 3, 2026, the date of appointment as president of California State University, 
San Bernardino; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that Dr. Gomez shall receive an annual housing allowance of $60,000; 
and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that Dr. Gomez shall receive additional benefits as cited in Item 2 of 
the Committee on University and Faculty Personnel at the July 20-22, 2026, 
meeting of the Board of Trustees. 

 

Executive Compensation: Interim President – California State University, Monterey Bay 
(RUFP 07-26-10) 
 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that Dr. 
Carlos Vargas-Aburto shall receive a salary set at the annual rate of $407,000 
effective August 1, 2026, the date of appointment as interim president of California 
State University, Monterey Bay; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that Dr. Vargas-Aburto shall reside in the official presidential 
residence located in Marina, California, as a condition of employment as interim 
president; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that Dr. Vargas-Aburto shall receive additional benefits as cited in Item 
3 of the Committee on University and Faculty Personnel at the July 20-22, 2026, 
meeting of the Board of Trustees. 
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COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

 
Approval of a Public-Private Partnership Affordable Housing Project at San Diego State 
University—Mission Valley 
(RUFP 07-26-05) 
 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that: 
 
1. The development of the Mission Valley Affordable Housing Project #2 through 

a public-private partnership at San Diego State University, as described in this 
Agenda Item 2 of the July 20-22, 2026 meeting of the Committee on Finance 
is approved, and that the chancellor, the executive vice chancellor and chief 
financial officer, and their designees are authorized to execute the agreements 
necessary to complete the transaction. 

 
2. The development of affordable housing at San Diego State University Mission 

Valley is consistent with the Mission Valley Campus Master Plan approved by 
the Board of Trustees in January 2020. 

 
3. The Project will benefit the mission of the California State University. 

 
 

 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

 
SB 417: The Veterans and Affordable Housing Bond Act of 2026 
(RGOVREL 07-26-03) 

WHEREAS, the Veterans and Affordable Housing Bond Act of 2026 provides 
$11.25 billion in bonds to address affordable housing and homeownership in 
California, including the CalVet Home Loan Program and financing for the 
construction, rehabilitation, acquisition and preservation of affordable housing; 
and  

WHEREAS, the Bond Act would provide higher education with $350 million to 
construct affordable housing for low-income students, with the California State 
University receiving $175 million; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that the 
board supports the affordable housing bond act authorized by SB 417, which will 
appear on the November 3, 2026, General Election ballot. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
Conferral of Commendation – Iris S. Levine 
(RBOT 07-26-06) 
 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that this board 
commends Iris S. Levine for her dedication and leadership on behalf of the students, 
faculty, staff, administrators, alumni and friends of Cal Poly Pomona and the California 
State University. 

 
Conferral of Title of Faculty Trustee Emerita – Darlene Yee-Melichar 
(RBOT 07-26-07) 
 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that this board 
confers the title of Faculty Trustee Emerita on Darlene Yee-Melichar, with all the rights 
and privileges thereto. 

 
Conferral of Title of Trustee Emerita – Jean Picker Firstenberg 
(RBOT 07-26-08) 
 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that this board 
confers the title of Trustee Emerita on Jean Picker Firstenberg, with all the rights and 
privileges thereto. 

 
Conferral of Title of President Emeritus – Tomás D. Morales 
(RBOT 07-26-09) 

 
RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that this board 
confers the title of President Emeritus on Tomás D. Morales, with all the rights and 
privileges thereto. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
 

Amendments to Board of Trustees’ Standing Committee Assignments for 2026-2027 
  
Presentation By 
 
Yammilette Rodriguez 
Chair, Committee on Committees 
 
Summary  
 
The Committee on Committees recommends amendments to the Standing Committees 
for 2026-2027 as noted below. 
 
The following resolution is recommended for approval: 
 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of The California State University, on 
recommendation by the Committee on Committees that the following 
amendments be made to the Standing Committees for 2026-2027 to take effect 
immediately following the conclusion of the September 22-23, 2026 board 
meeting: 

 
AUDIT  
Larry L. Adamson, Vice Chair 
Yammilette Rodriguez, Vice Chair 
Jack B. Clarke, Jr. 
Wenda Fong 
Mark Ghilarducci 
 
CAMPUS PLANNING, BUILDINGS  
AND GROUNDS  
Larry L. Adamson, Chair 
Jack McGrory, Vice Chair 
Raji Kaur Brar 
Andrea C. Evans 
Carson Fajardo 
Mark Ghilarducci 
Doug Hendrickson 
Sam Nejabat 
 
 
 
 

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING  
Mark Ghilarducci, Chair 
Jack McGrory, Vice Chair 
Larry L. Adamson 
Carson Fajardo 
Wenda Fong 
Doug Hendrickson 
Julia I. Lopez 
Sam Nejabat 
 
EDUCATIONAL POLICY  
Leslie Gilbert-Lurie, Chair 
Wenda Fong, Vice Chair 
Raji Kaur Brar 
Kelly M. Dermody 
Andrea C. Evans 
Kathleen Kelly Janus 
Julia I. Lopez 
Jackson Martinez 
Yammilette Rodriguez  
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FINANCE  
Julia I. Lopez, Chair 
Jack McGrory, Vice Chair 
Larry L. Adamson 
Raji Kaur Brar 
Carson Fajardo 
Wenda Fong 
Mark Ghilarducci 
Leslie Gilbert-Lurie 
Jackson Martinez 
Sam Nejabat 
 
GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 
Yammilette Rodriguez, Chair 
Raji Kaur Brar, Vice Chair 
Larry L. Adamson 
Kelly M. Dermody 
Andrea C. Evans 
Mark Ghilarducci 
Leslie Gilbert-Lurie 
Kathleen Kelly Janus 
Julia I. Lopez 
Jackson Martinez 
Jack McGrory 
Sam Nejabat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT  
Carson Fajardo, Chair 
Yammilette Rodriguez, Vice Chair 
Kelly M. Dermody 
Kathleen Kelly Janus 
Julia I. Lopez 
Jackson Martinez 
 
ORGANIZATION AND RULES  
Jack B. Clarke, Jr., Chair 
Julia I. Lopez, Vice Chair 
Raji Kaur Brar 
Andrea C. Evans 
Doug Hendrickson 
Leslie Gilbert-Lurie 
 
UNIVERSITY AND FACULTY 
PERSONNEL  
Wenda Fong, Chair 
Jack B. Clarke, Jr., Vice Chair 
Kelly M. Dermody 
Carson Fajardo 
Leslie Gilbert-Lurie 
Doug Hendrickson 
Julia I. Lopez 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
 

Conferral of Commendation – Patrick J. Lenz 
  
Presentation By 
 
Mildred García 
Chancellor 
 
Summary 
 
It is recommended that Patrick J. Lenz, interim executive vice chancellor and chief financial 
officer of the California State University, be commended for his exemplary service, leadership 
and dedication to the California State University. 
 
The following resolution is recommended for approval: 
 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that this 
board commends Patrick J. Lenz for his dedication and leadership on behalf of 
the students, faculty, staff, administrators, alumni and friends of the California 
State University. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
 

Conferral of Title of Student Trustee Emerita – Jazmin Guajardo 
 
Presentation By 
 
Diego Arambula 
Chair of the Board 
 
Summary 
 
It is recommended that Jazmin Guajardo be conferred the title of Student Trustee Emerita for 
her years of service, leadership, and dedication to the California State University. The granting of 
emerita status carries the title, but no compensation. 
 
The following resolution is recommended for approval: 
 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that this 
board confers the title of Student Trustee Emerita on Jazmin Guajardo, with all 
the rights and privileges thereto. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
 

Conferral of Title of Trustee Emeritus – Christopher Steinhauser 
 
Presentation By 
 
Diego Arambula 
Chair of the Board 
 
Summary 
 
It is recommended that Christopher Steinhauser be conferred the title of Trustee Emeritus for 
his many years of service, leadership, and dedication to the California State University. The 
granting of emeritus status carries the title, but no compensation. 
 
The following resolution is recommended for approval: 
 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that this 
board confers the title of Trustee Emeritus on Christopher Steinhauser, with all 
the rights and privileges thereto. 
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