The California
State University

AGENDA
COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT

Meeting: 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, September 22, 2026
Glenn S. Dumke Conference Center

Carson Fajardo, Chair
Yammilette Rodriguez, Vice Chair
Kelly M. Dermody
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT

Trustees of The California State University
Office of the Chancellor
Glenn S. Dumke Conference Center
401 Golden Shore
Long Beach, California

May 6, 2026
Members Present

Leslie Gilbert-Lurie, Chair
Jazmin Guajardo, Vice Chair
Raji Kaur Brar

Carson Fajardo

Yammilette Rodriguez
Darlene Yee-Melichar

Mildred Garcia, Chancellor
Jack B. Clarke, Jr., Chair of the Board

Trustee Gilbert-Lurie called the meeting to order. She expressed appreciation to Vice Chair
Guajardo for her partnership and contributions to the committee’s work.

Consent Agenda

The minutes of the March 11, 2026, meeting of the Committee on Institutional Advancement were
approved as submitted.

Discussion Agenda

Trustee Gilbert-Lurie referenced the Chancellor's report highlighting the CSU’s continued
philanthropic momentum. She noted that, including the current item, the CSU has surpassed $155
million in naming gifts with nearly two months remaining in the fiscal year, reflecting strong donor
confidence in the CSU’s mission and impact. She expressed gratitude to donors, campus
presidents and advancement teams for their efforts in securing transformative philanthropic
support.

Item 2 — Naming of Parma Way - San Diego State University

Greg Saks, vice chancellor, external relations and communications, presented the proposal to
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rename Ironwood Street to Parma Way at San Diego State University, recognizing the
longstanding philanthropic support of Leon and Barbara Parma. He noted that the Parmas’
cumulative giving exceeds eight figures and has supported a wide range of university priorities,
including student support, athletics and alumni engagement.

San Diego State President Adela de la Torre provided additional context, explaining that the
roadway is located on SDSU’s Mission Valley campus and serves as a primary entrance to
Snapdragon Stadium, which has hosted over 2.5 million attendees across more than 400 events
since opening in 2022. She highlighted the Parmas’ deep connection to SDSU, including Leon
Parma’s legacy as a 1951 graduate, former Aztec quarterback and longtime civic and
philanthropic leader. She further noted the family’s support of athletics, Guardian Scholars,
University House and alumni programs, and described the naming as a fitting tribute as Mr. Parma
approaches his 100th birthday.

Trustee McGrory spoke in support of the item, sharing personal remarks about Leon Parma'’s
leadership and civic contributions. He highlighted Parma'’s role in bringing multiple Super Bowls
to San Diego and his leadership in efforts supporting SDSU’s Mission Valley site acquisition.
Trustee McGrory noted that naming the roadway leading into the site was especially appropriate
given Parma’s impact on both the university and the broader San Diego community.

The action item was approved as submitted (RIA 05-26-06).

Chancellor Garcia recognized the Parmas’ more than 70 years of dedication to SDSU, noting their
philanthropic contributions exceeding eight figures and their impact on scholarships, student-
athlete success and alumni engagement. She also acknowledged Leon Parma'’s military service
and broader civic leadership, emphasizing the lasting influence of the family’s generosity across
generations.

Mr. Roy Parma Clark, grandson of Leon and Barbara Parma, addressed the committee via Zoom.
He expressed appreciation for the recognition and reflected on his grandfather’s deep gratitude
toward SDSU for the opportunities it provided, noting that this gratitude inspired a lifelong
commitment to giving back.

On behalf of the Board, Trustee Gilbert-Lurie expressed deep appreciation to Leon and Barbara
Parma for their decades of service and transformational support of San Diego State University.
She noted that the naming of Parma Way serves as a lasting tribute to their legacy and
contributions.

Trustee Gilbert-Lurie adjourned the meeting of the Committee on Institutional Advancement.
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COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT

2026-2027 California State University Trustees’ Award for Outstanding Achievement
Presentation By

Diego Arambula
Chair of the Board

Mildred Garcia
Chancellor

Carson Fajardo
Trustee

Summary

The CSU Trustees’ Award for Outstanding Achievement is presented annually to students who
demonstrate superior academic performance, dedicated service to their communities, and
perseverance in the face of personal and financial hardship.

Background

Since its inception, the CSU Trustees’ Award for Outstanding Achievement has honored more
than 500 students. This year, 22 students will receive the award, made possible through the
generosity of CSU trustees, CSU Foundation board members, university employees and
community supporters. The top recipient is recognized as the Trustee Emeritus Ali C. Razi
Scholar. Awards range from $8,000 to $20,000. The recipients of the 2026-2027 CSU Trustees’
Award for Outstanding Achievement are:

Diana Lizbeth Zamora Ge Yang

California State University, Bakersfield California State University, Chico

TELACU Scholar CSU Trustee Wenda Fong and Daniel Fetterly
Scholar

Liliana Manriquez Loza

California State University Channel Islands Laura Adriana Villegas Ramirez

CSU Foundation Board Member Ron and California State University, Dominguez Hills

Mitzi Barhorst Scholar CSU Chancellor Mildred Garcia Scholar
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Colleen Garland

California State University, East Bay

CSU Chancellor Emeritus Timothy P. White
Scholar

Israel Cardona Hernandez

California State University, Fresno

CSU Trustee Leslie and Cliff Gilbert-Lurie
Scholar

Alyssa Khuon

California State University, Fullerton
John and Beverly Stauffer Foundation
Scholar

Connie Stevens

California State Polytechnic University,
Humboldt

Hearst Foundations Scholar

Quay Anthony Dorsey
California State University, Long Beach
SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union Scholar

Edgar Yak-De Padua
California State University, Los Angeles
Hearst Foundations Scholar

Yesel Fernandez
California State University, Monterey Bay
Hearst Foundations Scholar

Anthony John Cerrato

California State University, Northridge
CSU Trustee Emerita Claudia H. Hampton
Scholar

KeJuan Jones

California State Polytechnic University,
Pomona

CSU Trustee Emeritus and CSU Foundation
Board Member Ali C. Razi Scholar

Lisa Ann Sanchez
California State University, Sacramento
Dr. José A. and Catherine Gémez Scholar

Damian C. Duncan

California State University, San Bernardino
CSU Foundation Board Member Michael A.
and Debe Lucki Scholar

Christian Ramirez Rivera

San Diego State University

CSU Chancellor Emeritus Charles B. and
Catherine S. Reed Scholar

Frankie Sanchez
San Francisco State University
Hearst Foundations Scholar

Roman Zarate

San José State University

CSU Trustee Emeritus William Hauck and
Padget Kaiser Scholar

Vincent Huff

California Polytechnic State University, San
Luis Obispo

CSU Trustee Emeritus Murray L. Galinson
Scholar

Kaitlyn Stowinsky
California State University San Marcos
CSU Trustee Emeritus Kenneth Fong Scholar

Francia Salas Walters

Sonoma State University

CSU Trustee Emeritus Laurence K. Gould, Jr.
Scholar

Kevin Steele

California State University, Stanislaus
CSU Trustee Julia I. Lopez and Ann E.
O'Rielly Scholar
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