
 
AGENDA 

 
COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT  

 
Meeting: 11:05 a.m., Wednesday, January 28, 2026 
  Glenn S. Dumke Conference Center 
 
  Leslie Gilbert-Lurie, Chair 

Jazmin Guajardo, Vice Chair 
Raji Kaur Brar 
Carson Fajardo 
Jean Picker Firstenberg  
Yammilette Rodriguez 
Darlene Yee-Melichar 

 
Consent 
Discussion 
 
 

1. Approval of Minutes, Action 
2. Naming of the Lynda and Stewart Resnick Student Success Center - 

California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, Action 
3. Naming of the Robert Darwin Black Box Cabaret - California State University, 

Monterey Bay, Action 
4. 2024-2025 CSU Donor Impact Report, Action 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT 
 

Trustees of The California State University 
Office of the Chancellor 

Glenn S. Dumke Conference Center 
401 Golden Shore 

Long Beach, California 
 

November 19, 2025 
 
Members Present 
 
Leslie Gilbert-Lurie, Chair 
Jazmin Guajardo, Vice Chair 
Raji Kaur Brar 
Carson Fajardo 
Jean Picker Firstenberg 
Yammilette Rodriguez 
Darlene Yee-Melichar 
 
Mildred García, Chancellor 
Jack B. Clarke, Jr., Chair of the Board 
 
Trustee Gilbert-Lurie called the meeting to order.  
 
Consent Agenda 
 
The minutes of the September 9, 2025, meeting of the Committee on Institutional Advancement 
were approved as submitted. 
 
Item 2, Naming of the Los Angeles Football Club Training Facility at California State University, 
Los Angeles, was approved as submitted (RIA 11-25-07). 
 
Item 3, Naming of the LBS Financial Pyramid – California State University, Long Beach, was 
approved as submitted (RIA 11-25-08). 
 
Before beginning the discussion agenda, Trustee Gilbert-Lurie highlighted a significant milestone: 
the four philanthropic gifts being presented totaled $46 million, an unprecedented level of private 
support for a single committee meeting. She emphasized the transformative impact of these 
gifts—expanding student access, supporting innovation and research, and strengthening 
communities across California. She expressed deep gratitude for this exceptional donor support 
before proceeding to the agenda items. 
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Item 4 – Naming of Ronni and Shepard Goodman Hall – California State University, Northridge 
 
Greg Saks, vice chancellor, external relations and communications, presented a request from 
California State University, Northridge to name Ronni and Shepard Goodman Hall, recognizing a 
$10 million gift from alumni Ronni and Shepard Goodman. The contribution establishes an 
endowment and provides current-use funds supporting innovation, leadership, collaboration and 
student success in the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences. The newly constructed 62,000-
square-foot facility, currently known as Maple Hall, serves as a major academic gateway for the 
campus.  
 
CSUN President Erika D. Beck highlighted the Goodmans’ decades-long engagement with CSUN 
and their deep philanthropic legacy, including mentorship, service and longstanding support of 
first-generation students. 
 
The action item was approved as submitted (RIA 11-25-09).  
 
Chancellor García thanked Shepard Goodman for the extraordinary legacy he and his late wife 
Ronni created, noting that their philanthropy and service will support CSUN students and faculty 
for generations and beautifully honor Ronni’s memory.  
 
Mr. Goodman reflected on meeting his late wife Ronni at CSUN in 1964 and spoke about her 
enduring legacy of love, service and generosity. He expressed pride in continuing their shared 
commitment to supporting students and faculty, noting that the newly named building will help 
shape future generations. He thanked the CSU community and said he hoped the building would 
honor Ronni’s remarkable life and impact. 
 
Item 5 – Naming of Hunter Hall of Science and Engineering – California State University San 
Marcos 
 
Vice Chancellor Saks presented a request from California State University San Marcos to name 
the new Integrated Science and Engineering Building as Hunter Hall of Science and Engineering, 
in recognition of a $10 million gift from Hunter Industries—one of the largest gifts in university 
history. The facility, currently under construction and scheduled to open in Fall 2027, will 
significantly expand engineering enrollment capacity from 500 to nearly 2,000 students.  
 
CSUSM President Ellen J. Neufeldt emphasized Hunter Industries’ longstanding partnership with 
the campus, including workforce development, STEM initiatives, internships and laboratory 
support, which are aligned with the university’s commitment to accessible and inclusive 
engineering pathways.  
 
President Neufeldt shared a video with remarks by Greg Hunter, CEO, Hunter Industries. Mr. 
Hunter described Hunter Industries’ long-standing relationship with Cal State San Marcos and 
emphasized the importance of investing in STEM education for the region’s workforce needs. He 
noted that his own recent coursework at CSUSM reinforced his admiration for the university’s 
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students and faculty. The company’s gift reflects confidence in CSUSM’s role in developing future 
STEM leaders and deepening the partnership between industry and academia. 
 
The action item was approved as submitted (RIA 11-25-10). 
 
Item 6 – Naming of the George Wurzel Plant Sciences Building – California Polytechnic State 
University, San Luis Obispo 
 
Vice Chancellor Saks presented a request from California Polytechnic State University, San Luis 
Obispo to name the new Plant Sciences Building in honor of alumnus George Wurzel, recognizing 
a $10 million gift from Jim and Suzanne Boswell and the James G. Boswell Foundation. The 
building will serve as the academic and research hub of a larger Plant Sciences Complex 
supporting interdisciplinary work on global food and agricultural challenges.  
 
Cal Poly SLO President Jeffrey D. Armstrong highlighted Mr. Wurzel’s longstanding leadership in 
the agricultural industry, his contributions as President and COO of the J.G. Boswell Company, 
and his sustained involvement with Cal Poly’s College of Agriculture, Food and Environmental 
Sciences. 
 
The action item was approved as submitted (RIA 11-25-11). 
 
Item 7 – Naming of the Charles and Claire Jacobson Animal Health Center – California 
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo 
 
Vice Chancellor Saks presented a request from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo to name the Charles and 
Claire Jacobson Animal Health Center, honoring the couple’s more than $16 million in gifts toward 
the construction of a new $30 million, 15,500-square-foot facility supporting veterinary and animal 
health education.  
 
President Armstrong described the center’s advanced clinical, surgical and research spaces that 
will significantly expand hands-on learning opportunities for students working with campus 
livestock. The Jacobsons’ gift reflects their lifelong commitment to animal science and their 
belief in Cal Poly’s Learn by Doing model. 
 
The action item was approved as submitted (RIA 11-25-12). 
 
Trustee Gilbert-Lurie reiterated appreciation for the extraordinary philanthropic support 
recognized during the meeting. She extended the board’s deepest thanks to all donors: the late 
Charles and Claire Jacobson; George Wurzel and the James G. Boswell Foundation; Hunter 
Industries; and Shepard Goodman and his late wife Ronni. 
 
Trustee Gilbert-Lurie adjourned the meeting of the Committee on Institutional Advancement. 
 



Action Item 
Agenda Item 2 

January 26-28, 2026 
Page 1 of 2 

 
 

COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT 
 
 
Naming of the Lynda and Stewart Resnick Student Success Center – California Polytechnic 
State University, San Luis Obispo 
 
Presentation By 
 
Greg Saks 
Vice Chancellor  
External Relations and Communications 
 
Jeffrey D. Armstrong 
President 
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo 
 
Summary 
 
This item will consider the naming of a new facility at the Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo campus, as 
the Lynda and Stewart Resnick Student Success Center. 
 
This proposal, submitted by California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo (Cal Poly), 
meets the criteria and the conditions specified in the Board of Trustees Policy on Naming 
California State University Facilities and Properties, including approval by the system review panel 
and the campus Academic Senate Executive Committee. 
 
Background 

 
The Lynda and Stewart Resnick Student Success Center honors philanthropists and 
entrepreneurs Lynda and Stewart Resnick for their $20 million lead gift to the center and their 
long-standing commitment to quality education. 
 
The Lynda and Stewart Resnick Student Success Center will be a transformative new facility 
designed to expand student support and connect students to the resources they need to thrive. 
The 36,000-square-foot, three-story facility will foster student success with a specific focus on 
career readiness by bringing together Career Services, counseling, advising and several student 
programs in one location. In conjunction with Cal Poly’s Learn by Doing philosophy, this expanded 
professional development center will equip students to lead, collaborate and create positive 
change in their communities and beyond.  
 
Specifically, this new facility will include flexible multipurpose rooms for classes, meetings and 
events, along with open lounges and outdoor areas designed for all students to encourage 
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connection and engagement. It will also house spaces for student advising, career counseling 
and programs that support student success, including Wonderful’s College Scholarship Program.  
 
Lynda and Stewart Resnick are global philanthropists, entrepreneurs and co-owners of The 
Wonderful Company. The Resnicks have long focused their philanthropy on creating 
opportunities in California’s Central Valley, investing in programs that elevate education, 
strengthen communities, and advance health and wellness. The Resnicks, their foundations and 
The Wonderful Company have supported first-generation students on their journey to higher 
education with scholarships of up to $40,000, along with mentorship and tutoring support with 
dedicated coaches, equipping students with the tools to succeed. To date, 3,500 students have 
received the scholarship – including 130 current Cal Poly students. 
 
The Wonderful Company and its co-owners, Lynda and Stewart Resnick, have a long-standing 
commitment to investing in the communities where their employees live and work, especially in 
California’s Central Valley, which is home to 3,000 employees. The Resnicks, along with their 
foundations and The Wonderful Company, have invested more than $2.5 billion in education, 
health and wellness, community development and sustainability initiatives across the Central 
Valley, Fiji and the world. 
 
Recommended Action 
 
The following resolution is recommended for approval: 

 
RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that the 
new facility at California Polytechnic State University be named the Lynda and 
Stewart Resnick Student Success Center. 
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COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT 
 
 
Naming of the Robert Darwin Black Box Cabaret – California State University, Monterey Bay 
 
Presentation By 
 
Greg Saks 
Vice Chancellor  
External Relations and Communications 
 
Vanya Quiñones 
President 
California State University, Monterey Bay 
 
Summary 
 
This item will consider naming the Black Box Cabaret at Cal State Monterey Bay as the Robert 
Darwin Black Box Cabaret at Cal State Monterey Bay. 
 
This proposal, submitted by California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB), meets the criteria 
and other conditions specified in the Board of Trustees Policy on Naming California State 
University Facilities and Properties, including approval by the system review panel and campus 
academic senate. 
 
Background 

 
The proposed naming of the facility recognizes the $5 million gift commitment from the estate 
of Robert Darwin. The gift will be used for renovation and improvements to the existing Black Box 
Cabaret. The renovated facility will provide enhanced performance and educational spaces for 
students in the performing arts programs. 
 
Robert Darwin (1926-2023) was a distinguished supporter of Cal State Monterey Bay and a 
multifaceted creative professional whose career spanned entertainment, business and literature. 
Born and raised in Elizabeth, New Jersey, Darwin served three years in the U.S. Navy before 
earning a degree in Business and Finance from Rutgers University. He worked in Hollywood for a 
decade, pursuing projects as a screenwriter, actor, producer and director. 
 
After departing Hollywood in 1967, Darwin demonstrated exceptional business acumen by 
forming a real estate acquisition partnership and building an impressive portfolio of premium 
properties throughout the American West, including a ranch in Carmel Valley, California. He 
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established a successful thoroughbred horse breeding operation and founded Transjet, the first 
jet-oriented fixed-base operation in the Monterey, California area. 
 
Darwin was an accomplished author and editor, serving as editor of The Streamliner, a technically 
oriented quarterly publication focused on rail transportation. He authored The History of the Union 
Pacific Railroad in Cheyenne, which became one of the most acclaimed and commercially 
successful railroad photography books ever published. In retirement, he continued his literary 
pursuits with Fragments, a memoir of his post-Hollywood years, and Yuri, a historical narrative of 
his father's flight from Ukraine during the Bolshevik Revolution. 
 
A dedicated philanthropist with deep ties to the Monterey Bay community, Darwin's commitment 
to education, the arts and social impact were recognized when CSUMB awarded him an honorary 
degree in the spring of 2023, just days before his passing. His generosity, creative achievements 
and dedication to supporting the next generation of artists and scholars are known throughout 
the region. CSUMB is proud to count him among its strongest supporters and friends. 
 
Recommended Action 
 
The following resolution is recommended for approval: 

 
RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that the 
Black Box Cabaret at California State University, Monterey Bay be named as the 
Robert Darwin Black Box Cabaret at California State University, Monterey Bay. 
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COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT 

 
 
2024-2025 CSU Donor Impact Report 
 
Presentation By 
 
Greg Saks 
Vice Chancellor 
External Relations and Communications  
 
Melissa Watkins 
Assistant Vice Chancellor 
Systemwide Advancement  
 
Summary 
 
This item presents information on donor support to the California State University from July 1, 
2024, to June 30, 2025. Section 89720 of the Education Code requires that an annual gift report 
be submitted to the California Joint Legislative Budget Committee and the California Department 
of Finance. A full report is attached.   
 
Background 
 
Overview 
 
In 2024–2025, the California State University secured over $567 million in new gift commitments 
and almost $482 million in gift receipts. Gift commitments represent what donors pledge or 
promise to give, including new gifts and new pledges. Gift receipts reflect the dollars actually 
received by our universities during the year. Together, they provide a clear picture of overall 
philanthropic activity. 
  
Compared to the previous fiscal year, the CSU saw an 8% increase in gift receipts. FY 2024-2025 
marks the second-largest year on record by gift receipts.   
 
This philanthropic support advances the CSU Forward strategic plan priorities, fueling innovation, 
expanding student opportunity, and reinforcing the value of a CSU degree. Alumni and donor 
investments deliver measurable impact across local communities, the state and the nation. 
 
Twenty universities reported increases in giving based on gift receipts, with 13 seeing double-
digit growth, while 14 universities also recorded increases in gift commitments. The CSU’s total 
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endowment market value surpassed $3 billion for the first time, reaching an all-time high of more 
than $3.1 billion. 
 
Gifts Received 
 
In 2024–2025, donors contributed nearly $482 million in assets to the university. Most 
contributions were designated for specific areas across CSU campuses, with only 3%, or almost 
$14 million, remaining unrestricted. 
 
Donors allocated $291.44 million for current use, including: 
 

• $94.06 million for faculty support and academic enrichment 
• $41.49 million for student scholarships 
• $30.36 million for athletics 
• $9.13 million for student affairs and student life 
• $8.47 million for academic research 
• $107.93 million for other university priorities 

 
Additionally, donors provided almost $56 million for campus improvements in property, buildings 
and equipment, $117 million for endowments, and $2.8 million in irrevocable deferred gifts. 
 
Performance Benchmarking 
 
Gift receipts are the global standard used by the Council for Advancement and Support of 
Education (CASE) to compare fundraising results across universities. A close comparable system 
peer to the CSU is the State University of New York (SUNY), which operates a broad network of 
campuses with advancement operations, enrollment scale and a public-service mission similar 
to those of the CSU. 
 
In FY 2024–2025, the CSU received $482 million in gift receipts, compared with $262 million at 
SUNY. CSU alumni contributed $73 million from more than 63,000 donors, while SUNY alumni 
contributed $68 million from just over 55,000 donors. And from all individual donors, the CSU 
received $211 million, compared with $122 million at SUNY. 
 
Recommended Action 
 
The following resolution is recommended for approval: 
 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that the 
Annual Report on Donor Support for 2024-2025 be adopted for submission to the 
California Joint Legislative Budget Committee and the California Department of 
Finance. 
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