
AGENDA 

COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT 

Meeting: 1:30 p.m., Tuesday, July 22, 2025 
Glenn S. Dumke Conference Center 

Leslie Gilbert-Lurie, Chair 
Jazmin Guajardo, Vice Chair 
Raji Kaur Brar 
Jean Picker Firstenberg  
Yammilette Rodriguez 
Darlene Yee-Melichar 

Consent 
Discussion 

1. Approval of Minutes, Action

2. Naming of the Andrew J. Anagnost College of Engineering and Computer
Science – California State University, Northridge, Action

3. Naming of the Shupnick Innovation Center – California State Polytechnic
University, Pomona, Action
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT 

Trustees of The California State University 
Office of the Chancellor 

Glenn S. Dumke Conference Center 
401 Golden Shore 

Long Beach, California 

May 21, 2025 

Members Present 

Leslie Gilbert-Lurie, Chair 
Jean Picker Firstenberg, Vice Chair 
Mark Ghilarducci 
Jazmin Guajardo 
Jonathan Molina Mancio 
Yammilette Rodriguez 

Mildred García, Chancellor 
Jack B. Clarke, Jr., Chair of the Board 

Trustee Gilbert-Lurie called the meeting to order. 

Consent Agenda 

The minutes of the January 28, 2025, meeting of the Committee on Institutional Advancement 
were approved as submitted. 

Item 2, Naming of the Cardinale Stadium at California State University Monterey Bay, was 
approved as submitted (RIA 05-25-03). 

Item 3 – Naming of the Randall W. Lewis School of Entrepreneurship and Innovation & the 
Randall W. Lewis Center for Entrepreneurship – California State University, San Bernardino 

Greg Saks, vice chancellor, external relations and communications, reported that the proposed 
naming recognizes a $6 million gift from Randall W. Lewis to Cal State San Bernardino’s Jack H. 
Brown College of Business and Public Administration to sustain and expand the first and only 
School of Entrepreneurship in California. 
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Cal State San Bernardino President Tomás Morales shared that this gift will significantly enhance 
entrepreneurship and innovation by supporting top-tier entrepreneurial education. It will also fund 
the expansion of the School of Entrepreneurship, enabling the development of new 
interdisciplinary courses, curricula and programs. He highlighted Mr. Lewis’s career and 
philanthropy and thanked him for his generosity to the students and the university. 

Trustee Yee-Melichar asked how the impact and success will be measured for the School and 
Center of Entrepreneurship. Trustee Gilbert-Lurie expressed her gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. Lewis 
and shared that they embody the ideal qualities of donors– they are curious, kind, generous, 
intelligent, interested in improving their communities, and in alignment with the CSU mission and 
values. 

The action item was approved as submitted (RIA 05-25-04). 

Chancellor Mildred García recognized Mr. Lewis for being an extraordinary leader and benefactor 
in Southern California and thanked him for his generosity to Cal State San Bernardino and the 
CSU. Mr. Lewis shared words of gratitude, and Chair Clarke presented him with a framed 
resolution.    

Trustee Gilbert-Lurie adjourned the meeting of the Committee on Institutional Advancement. 
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COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT 

Naming of the Andrew J. Anagnost College of Engineering and Computer Science – California 
State University, Northridge 

Presentation By 

Greg Saks 
Vice Chancellor  
External Relations and Communications 

Erika D. Beck 
President 
California State University, Northridge 

Summary 

This item will consider naming an academic college at California State University, Northridge as 
the Andrew J. Anagnost College of Engineering and Computer Science. 

This proposal, submitted by California State University, Northridge meets the criteria and other 
conditions specified in the Board of Trustees Policy on Naming California State University 
Academic and Athletic Programs, including approval by the system review panel and the campus 
academic senate. 

Background 

The proposed naming of the College of Engineering and Computer Science recognizes a $20 
million contribution by Dr. Andrew J. Anagnost to California State University, Northridge. The gift 
is being used to nurture innovation, leadership, collaboration, adaptability and lifelong learning in 
the College of Engineering and Computer Science. This includes the establishment of an 
endowment to be used for investing in high impact learning practices, strengthening student 
success initiatives, bolstering innovation and academic excellence through faculty support, and 
other priorities identified by the dean. 

A global innovator and thought leader in technology solutions, Dr. Anagnost has dedicated his 
career to expanding access to the transformative power of higher education and helping students 
discover opportunities to achieve their highest aspirations. With over 25 years of experience in 
product, business and marketing, Dr. Anagnost has driven strategy, transformation and product 
development across various roles, including positions at Lockheed Aeronautical Systems 
Company and EXA Corporation before joining Autodesk, a multinational technology and software 
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company, in 1997. In 2017, he was appointed president and CEO of Autodesk and currently serves 
on its board of directors. Throughout his tenure, Dr. Anagnost has championed over $10.2 million 
in corporate philanthropy from Autodesk to CSUN, facilitated student internships and invited 
faculty to participate in industry conferences. In recognition of these efforts, the CSU approved 
the naming of the Autodesk Technology Engagement Center at CSUN in 2024, which is set to 
open this fall. Dr. Anagnost’s cumulative personal giving of over $22.1 million represents the 
largest alumni contribution in CSUN's history. His unwavering commitment to education and 
equity has transformed countless lives and set a new benchmark for alumni engagement. 

Dr. Anagnost maintains a strong and active connection with CSUN. He regularly volunteers as a 
judge for senior engineering design competitions and supports student scholarships. He was 
honored with CSUN’s Distinguished Alumni Award in 2019 and is a proud member of the CSUN 
Heritage Society. These recognitions reflect his deep and ongoing dedication to the university 
and its students. 

Dr. Anagnost earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Mechanical Engineering from CSUN and 
both an MS in Engineering Science and a Ph.D. in Aeronautical Engineering and Computer Science 
from Stanford University. In recognition of his extraordinary support to CSUN, he also received an 
Honorary Doctorate from the CSU in 2024. As a multigenerational Matador, Dr. Anagnost’s 
connection to CSUN runs deep, with his mother, sister and brother also earning degrees from 
CSUN. Currently, Dr. Anagnost and his wife, Madeleine M. Burkhart, reside in Northern California 
with their two daughters. 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that the 
College of Engineering and Computer Science at California State University, 
Northridge be named the Andrew J. Anagnost College of Engineering and 
Computer Science. 
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COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT 

Naming of the Shupnick Innovation Center – California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 

Presentation By 

Greg Saks 
Vice Chancellor  
External Relations and Communications 

Soraya M. Coley 
President 
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 

Summary 

This item will consider naming Building 79A at California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 
as the Shupnick Innovation Center.  

This proposal, submitted by Cal Poly Pomona, meets the criteria and other conditions specified 
in the Board of Trustees Policy on Naming California State University Facilities including approval 
by the system review panel and the campus executive committee of the academic senate.   

Background 

The proposed naming recognizes the leadership and generosity of Larry and Jo Shupnick, as well 
as their $3.0 million commitment to support the renovation of the Culinary Kitchen and Innovation 
Lab of the Collins College of Hospitality Management. The new Shupnick Innovation Center will 
include a state-of-the-art test kitchen, an interdisciplinary incubation hub, and flexible event and 
learning spaces that enhance experiential education and industry engagement. 

Larry Shupnick is a respected leader in the global hospitality industry, with over five decades of 
experience in hotel development and acquisitions. He held senior roles at Sheraton, Hilton and 
Interstate Hotels & Resorts, and founded Laral Hotels, which evolved into MeriStar and later 
merged with Interstate to form the world’s largest independent hotel management company at 
the time. He has also co-owned award-winning restaurants and wineries and has served on The 
Collins College Dean’s Advisory Board since 1997. 

Jo Shupnick is an accomplished interior designer and advocate for the arts, education and 
women’s empowerment. She founded Interiors by Jo Frank in 1991 and has led residential and 
commercial design projects across California and beyond. Together, the Shupnicks co-founded 
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their family foundation, which supports education, healthcare and the arts, and continues to 
inspire through their leadership and generosity. 

Guided by empathy, generosity and a belief in the power of education and the arts, Jo and Larry 
Shupnick continue to inspire through their leadership and legacy—especially at The Collins 
College, where their impact will be felt for generations to come. 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the California State University, that 
Building 79A of the Collins College of Hospitality at California State Polytechnic 
University, Pomona be named the Shupnick Innovation Center. 
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