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The California State University (CSU) is the nation’s largest and most diverse four-year public university system, educating  
more than 470,000 students as of fall 2025. It provides broad access to high-quality, affordable higher education  

and serves as a powerful engine of economic mobility, workforce development and statewide impact.  
The snapshot below highlights the scale, impact and essential role of the CSU across the state.

Stretching 800 miles from Humboldt to San Diego, the CSU is supported by more than 61,000 faculty and staff  
and offers more than 4,000 in-person, hybrid and online degree programs that align with workforce needs.  

The CSU also maintains a global alumni network of more than 4.5 million graduates. Nearly half of all bachelor’s  
degrees awarded in California come from the CSU, with the system conferring more than 123,000 degrees annually.

*Transition to 22 universities in progress, as Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and Cal Maritime will officially integrate in fall 2026.
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Affordability remains a defining value of the CSU. Systemwide undergraduate tuition is $6,838 for 2026-27, among the lowest in the country. 
More than $5.5 billion in financial aid was distributed in 2024–25, and 65 percent of students graduated with no student loan debt.  

Following the most extensive planning process in its 66-year history, the CSU is now guided by CSU Forward, a new strategic plan that 
strengthens affordability, enhances student success, expands statewide impact and advances the CSU as the employer of choice in  
public higher education. Chancellor Mildred García describes the plan as charting a future in which the CSU becomes an even more  

powerful engine of economic mobility and a national model for inclusive excellence.

Learn more about the CSU’s statewide impact and strategic plan, and view the full online Fact Book at calstate.edu.

The CSU is deeply committed to inclusive excellence and serves one of the most ethnically, economically and academically  
diverse student bodies in the country. It awards more than half of all undergraduate degrees earned by California’s Latinx,  
African American and Native American students. Twenty-one campuses are designated as Hispanic-Serving Institutions. 

CSU students are largely from California, and most of them remain in the state after graduation,  
applying the skills and knowledge they have learned to help the Golden State’s economy thrive.
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