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CSU "EARLY START"

Policy Summary

· The goals of "Early Start" are to:

· better prepare students in math and English, before the Fall semester of freshman year

· facilitate timely and cost-effective student progress by removing a major roadblock

· ultimately improve a students' chances of successful completion of a college degree

· There is a significant need for "Early Start" based on the fact that 60 percent of first-time freshmen enrolling at the CSU each year do not show entry-level proficiency in math and English assessments, even though they have earned at least a B average in the required college preparatory curriculum.

· The Early Assessment Program (EAP), taken in the junior year of high school, gives an early signal of whether students are "CSU ready" in math and English. 
· In spring 2009, 369,465 high school students voluntarily took the EAP, which requires a written essay and 15 additional questions in both the English and math sections of the California State Standards tests.

· After receiving EAP results, students can work in their senior year of high school to advance core academic skills before they start at a CSU campus.

· For students that still need assistance after high school, the CSU has a rich source of best practices currently operating at the campus level including math intensive “summer bridge” programs and partnerships with local community colleges. These best practices will be implemented systemwide.
· Financial assistance for students demonstrating need is available, and CSU financial aid offices will focus on communicating to high school students about the availability of financial aid during the summer preceding their CSU freshmen year.
· Additional sources of information:
· News release: http://www.calstate.edu/PA/news/2010/release/early-start.shtml
· Board of Trustees agenda item: http://www.calstate.edu/bot/agendas/Mar10/EDPOL.pdf
· CSU EAP website: http://www.calstate.edu/EAP/ 
