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The 2008-09 CSU Budget
   The Board will review the proposed 2008-09 CSU Budget, which includes revenue and expenditure assumptions under the Compact for Higher Education, as well as other CSU budget priorities that require funding above the Compact.  The CSU will need a minimum increase of $322.7 million to meet the current provisions of the Compact and an additional $155.2 million above the Compact to fund other important CSU priorities.  The 2008-09 CSU budget request, fully funding the Compact, will be 4.7 billion, consisting of $3.2 billion from the State General Fund and $1.4 billion from student fee revenue.   

Master Plan Revisions for San Francisco, San Diego

   The trustees will consider approving final environmental impact reports and master plan revisions for the San Francisco and San Diego campuses. Both would involve increasing the enrollment ceiling to allow for growth.

   At San Francisco, which is increasingly a statewide “destination campus,” the enrollment ceiling would increase to 25,000 Full-Time Equivalent Students (FTES) in a master plan that now includes a conference center, replacement building at the academic core, and new student housing on acquired property, including high density housing.

   At San Diego, the enrollment ceiling would go to 35,000 FTE. Master plan developments include new, on-campus faculty housing, a near doubling of both on-campus and near-campus student housing, and a build-out of the northeastern portion of the campus.
Voluntary System of Accountability for Higher Education 

   The trustees will receive a report on the Voluntary System of Accountability (VSA), a new initiative that partners the CSU and more than 70 other public colleges and universities across the nation to ensure transparency concerning student learning outcomes.  

   The VSA will produce data regarding how students are engaged, and to what degree, in the college experience, as well as how smoothly they progress toward a baccalaureate degree. The initiative will also demonstrate that universities can and are willing to provide the accountability data to federal and state governments, as well as to students and their families.  The VSA promises to change the way that colleges and universities interact with and formulate collective strategy on accountability for the public.
Technology Literacy

   The CSU has developed and will present to the trustees an innovative online assessment program that tests student information-seeking skills. The assessment evaluates whether students are able to find, judge, and use information effectively in both electronic and print formats.  The new assessment instrument, now known as iSkills, was developed jointly by the CSU, the Educational Testing Service and six other institutions of higher education.  It tests subject matter knowledge in a range of disciplines as well as requiring technology skills such as use of email, search engines, presentation software, and graphics.

Textbook Affordability

   Trustees will be presented with information on a task force report on how to make textbooks more affordable in the face of rising costs.  Textbooks and supplies for fulltime students are nearing $1,000 a year. This prices out some students and causes others to do without certain expensive texts, undermining their learning experience.  Recommendations include developing current strategies, such as systemizing the sale of used books or increasing the use of “course packs” rather than whole books, as well as looking to new approaches, such as reaching agreements with publishers on licensing content.  The CSU Academic Senate is currently studying the report and will be making recommendations.

The Trustees will also vote on

Board of Trustees (Tuesday)

· Creating the Ad Hoc Committee on the Bureau of State Audits Reports on Compensation and Hiring Practices

Committee on Finance (Tuesday)
· Approving the 2008-2009 Lottery Revenue Budget

· Approving the issuance of systemwide revenue bonds and related debt instruments to finance three projects: Parking Structure 3 at Long Beach, Parking Structure G-3 at Northridge, and University Police Building at Fullerton

Committee on Governmental Relations (Tuesday)

· Approving the 2007-2008 Legislative Report No. 6

· Approving CSU opposition to the Community College funding proposition

Committee on Institutional Advancement (Tuesday)

· Naming the Center for Community Engagement and Service-Learning at Fresno as the Jan and Bud Richter Center for Community Engagement and Service-Learning in recognition of the commitment of $3.5 million by Janiece E. (Jan) and Elmer (Bud) Richter to this project

· Naming the Alumni Center at San Diego the Parma Payne Goodall Alumni Center in recognition of a $2.7 million construction gift from Leon Parma, L. Robert Payne and Jack Goodall

· Recognizing San Jose State alumnus Donald R. Beall for his $4 million endowment of the first deanship for the College of Engineering

Committee on Campus Planning, Buildings and Ground (Wednesday)

· Amending the 2007-2008 Capital Outlay Program, Non-State Funded to include seven projects: student housing at Fullerton; the Schatz Energy Center at Humboldt; the Speech, Language and Hearing Sciences Facility at San Diego; the Alumni Center at San Diego; a children’s center at San Francisco; parking facilities work at San Marcos; a public safety building at San Marcos

· Amending the 2007-2008 Capital Outlay Program, State Funded to add two projects: energy infrastructure improvements at the Maritime Academy and Sonoma

· Approving schematic plans for four projects: a natural history museum at Chico; a children’s center at Fullerton; a public safety building at San Marcos; and an alumni center at San Diego

The Trustees also will hear

Committee on Finance (Tuesday)

· The 2007-2008 Student Fee Report

· An update on the status of the CSU’s Strategic Capital Financing Plan and debt capacity

Committee on Audit (Tuesday)

· A status report on current and follow-up Internal Audit assignments

· A report on construction auditing in the CSU 2006-07
Trustees will also hear reports from the Alumni Council, Student Association, and the California Postsecondary Education Commission.

Schedule of Meetings

The CSU Board of Trustees will convene at the CSU Chancellor’s Office, 401 Golden Shore, Long Beach. Unless noted, meetings take place in the Dumke Auditorium. Times are approximate.

Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2007

9:30 a.m. – Board of Trustees (closed session, Munitz Room, personnel matters including presidential evaluations and pending litigation)

11 a.m. – Committee on Collective Bargaining (closed session, Munitz Room)

11:30 a.m. – Board of Trustees

11:35 a.m. – Committee on Collective Bargaining

11:45 a.m. – Committee of the Whole

Noon -- Luncheon

12:45  p.m. – Committee on Finance 
2:45 p.m. – Committee on Governmental Relations

3:15 p.m. – Committee on Audit

3:45 p.m. -- Committee on Educational Policy

4:45 p.m. – Committee on Institutional Advancement  

Wednesday, Nov. 14, 2007

8:30  a.m. – Committee on Campus Planning, Buildings and Grounds
10:30  a.m. – Board of Trustees
MEDIA INFORMATION: Reporters who cannot attend the meeting may hear any open portion of it by calling 916-278-2663 (password:  070707#)
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