SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Information Competence in the History Curriculum

1. What are the important information competence learning outcomes in the history?

Critical reading and thinking, analyze and evaluate evidence, construct argument based on evidence, recognize the variety of formats/categories of information (text and non-text), understand why and how information is produced (publishing cycle), what motivates and informs the production of information, realize that there is a revisionist side to history (not one absolute truth; not all interpretations are equal), content knowledge

2. What types of assignments can foster information competence skills in history?

Think first/frame question, what is peer review/quality, how can the reference section of the library streamline the research process, how to use databases to find articles, differences between primary/secondary sources, faculty members model “good” search strategies, US census data, document analysis, compile bibliographies, research papers, library scavenger hunt, comparative/opposing viewpoints, critical analysis of divergent sources, research logs (where looked for information, what was located), synthesize ideas, compare sources of biographical information, focused searches using a range of materials that are structured by the professor (and that he/she knows are available) using search techniques covered in class

3. How can information competence in history be best assessed?

Research logs

 4.   What information competence skills and abilities should your history students be able to demonstrate upon graduation?


Critical evaluation and use of resources, think systematically about complex issues, understand how history is viewed

5. What barriers do you see in moving information competence forward on your campus?

Time, money, increased class size, workload, faculty resistance to changing class content and syllabi, antiquated facilities (not enough “smart” classrooms)

6. How can the CSU help to overcome these barriers?

Money/fund participants to travel, share successes between campuses, webcasts

