SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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Information Competence in the Biological Sciences Curriculum

1. What are the important information competence learning outcomes in the biological sciences?

Critical thinking, independent thinking, evaluation/recognition of various formats of materials, communication, ethics, giving appropriate attribution

2. What types of assignments can foster information competence skills in the biological sciences?

Problem and resource-based learning, group and individual work, assignments that build upon each other and are aligned within the curriculum (appropriate scope and sequence)

3. How can information competence in the biological sciences be best assessed?

Cognitive, meta-cognitive, and performance-based

4. What information competence skills and abilities should your students be able to   demonstrate upon graduation?

Independent thinking—characteristics of a mature mind; be able to self evaluate

Connections to real world (e.g. service learning and information competence)

Working well with others in group

Being able to communicate—orally and in writing

Know how to evaluate quality of information resources

5. What barriers do you see in moving information competence forward on your campus?

Faculty workload; if IC is an added requirement, faculty may not include it

            On some campuses, need to strengthen librarian-faculty partnerships

            Need way to effectively reach transfer students (SJSU is creating online tutorial)

Positive recognition of faculty efforts—the scholarship of teaching needs to be rewarded

On all campuses, there is not a research methods course in biology or in the sciences
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     6.   How can the CSU help to overcome these barriers?

           Students can’t evaluate/compare information if they don’t have access to the seminal core sources in the disciplines—   CSU should centrally fund common tools--electronic access to Biological Abstracts (BIOSIS), INSPEC, WOS, Chemical Abstracts, Sci Finder Scholar

           Share more about successful assignments created by faculty—support for CSU mounting an assignment clearinghouse

