	What Do Accreditation Agencies Say About Information Literacy?


Regional Associations:

1. Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC)

 Senior Colleges and Universities

 Handbook of Accreditation, Standard 2, January 2001
    (http://www.wascweb.org/senior/handbook.pdf)

Standard 2: Achieving Educational Objectives Through Core Functions—Teaching and Learning, p. 20

Baccalaureate programs engage students in an integrated course of study of sufficient depth and breadth to prepare them for work, citizenship, and a fulfilling life. These programs also ensure the development of core learning abilities and competencies including, but not limited to college-level written and oral communication; college level quantitative skills; information literacy; and the habit of critical analysis of data and argument.

   Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC)

   Community and Junior Colleges

   Accreditation Standards, June 2002

   (http://www.accjc.org)

   Standard II: Student Learning Programs and Services, p. 7

   3b. General education has comprehensive learning outcomes for the students who complete it, including a capability to be a productive individual and life long learner; skills include oral and written communication, information competency, computer literacy, scientific and quantitative reasoning, critical analysis/logical thinking, and the ability to acquire knowledge through a variety of means.

  Standard II: Student Learning Programs and Services, p. 13

The institution supports the quality of its instructional programs by providing library and other learning support services that are sufficient in quantity, currency, depth, and variety to facilitate educational offerings, regardless of location or means of delivery.  

The institution provides ongoing instruction for users of library and other learning support services so that students are able to develop skills in information competency.

2.  Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)
     Characteristics of Excellence in Higher Education: 

     Eligibility Requirements and Standards for Accreditation, 2002.

    (http://www.msache.org/charac02.pdf)

Standard 11: Educational Offerings

Information literacy is an intellectual framework for identifying, finding, understanding, evaluating, and using information. It includes determining the nature and extent of needed information; accessing information effectively and efficiently; evaluating critically information and its sources; incorporating selected information in the learner’s knowledge base and value system; using information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose; understanding the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of information and information technology; and observing laws, regulations, and institutional policies related to the access and use of information. Information literacy is vital to all disciplines and to effective teaching and learning in any institution. Institutions of higher education need to provide students and instructors with the knowledge, skills, and tools to obtain information in many formats and media in order to identify, retrieve, and apply relevant and valid knowledge and information resources to their study, teaching, or research. (p. 32).

Collaboration between professional library staff and faculty in teaching and fostering information literacy skills relevant to the curriculum (p. 34)

Evidence of information literacy incorporated into the curriculum with syllabi, or other material appropriate to the mode of teaching and learning, describing expectations for students’ demonstration of information literacy skills. (p. 36)

Standard 12: General Education.

The institution’s curricula are designed so that students acquire and demonstrate college-level proficiency in general education and essential skills, including oral and written communication, scientific and quantitative reasoning, critical analysis and reasoning, technological competency, and information literacy. (p. 37)

Standard 13: Related Educational Activities

Optional analysis and evidence: Evidence of how the institution assures that students and faculty have sufficient technological and information literacy skills to access and use effectively the information resources available at a distance (p. 47). 

3. New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC)

Standards For Accreditation, 2001 (http://www.neasc.org/cihe/stancihe.htm).

Standard 7.4: Library and Information Resources

Professionally qualified and numerically adequate staff administer the institution’s library, information resources, and services. The institution provides appropriate orientation and training for use of these resources, as well as instruction in basic information literacy.

4. Northwest Association of Schools, Colleges, and Universities (NWASCU)

AccreditationStandards, 2003.

(http://www.nwccu.org/Standards%20and%20Policies/Standard%202/Standard%202.htm)

Standard 2.8A: Effectiveness.

Faculty, in partnership with library and information resources personnel, ensure that the use of library and information resources is integrated into the learning process.

5. Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS)                                       Principles and Philosophy of Accreditation, August 2003 (http://www.sacscoc.org/pdf/principles%20of%20accreditation1.pdf)

Library and Other Learning Resources (p. 20)

26. The institution ensures that users have access to regular and timely instruction in the use of the library and other learning/information resources.

Discipline Associations

1. National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE).

Professional Standards for the Accreditation of Schools, Colleges, and Departments of Education, 2001, p. 19.
(http://www.ncate.org/2000/unit_stnds_2002.pdf)

“They (teacher education candidates) are able to appropriately and effectively integrate technology and information literacy in instruction to support student learning”

2. California Commission on Teacher Credentialing. (CTC).

Standards of Quality and Effectiveness for Professional Teacher Induction Programs. Program Standard 16. September 2001, p. 21.

(www.ctc.ca.gov/educator-standards/AdoptedPreparationStandards.pdf)

“Each participating teacher designs, adapts, and uses lessons which address students’ needs to develop information literacy and problem solving skills as tools for lifelong learning”

3. American Psychological Association (APA). Board of Educational Affairs. Undergraduate Psychology Major Learning Goals and Outcomes: A Report, 2000.
(http://www.apa.org/ed/pcue/taskforcereport.pdf)

“Students will demonstrate information competence and the ability to use computers and other technology for many purposes”
4. American Chemical Society (ACS). 

(http://www.chemistry.org/portal/Chemistry?PID=acsdisplay.html&DOC=education%5Ccpt%5Cts_cheminfo.html)

 “ A student who intends to become a practicing chemist, or who will use chemistry in allied fields of science and medicine, should know how to use the chemical literature effectively and efficiently”

5.  National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE)  and the 

International Reading Association (IRA)
Standards for the English Language Arts, 2002
 http://www.ncte.org/standards/standards.shtml
	“Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions, and by posing problems. They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of sources (e.g., print and non-print texts, artifacts, people) to communicate their discoveries in ways that suit their purpose and audience.(p. 7)


6.     The Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications, 2002.

 (http://www.ukans.edu/`acejmc)

  “The Accrediting Council…requires that, irrespective of their particular specialization, all graduates should be aware of certain core values and competencies and be able to conduct research and evaluate information by methods appropriate to the communications professions, audiences, and purposes they serve.” (pp. 4-5)

Compiled by Dr. Ilene Rockman, Manager of the Information Competence Initiative, The California State University, Office of the Chancellor, November 2003.
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