Reserves

Reserves makes assigned course readings available to students for short loan periods (one hour, one day, two days, or seven days). Materials accepted for placement include:  regular circulating books; personal copies of books and other course-related material; most government publications; and copies of articles. CSULA periodicals or material owned by another library are not placed on reserve, but items can be photocopied in adherence to the United States Copyright Law.

- http://www.calstatela.edu/library/facultyreserves.htm
Borrowing Privileges
Full-time and emeritus CSULA faculty are entitled to borrow most books for 365 calendar days from the date the books are checked out. 

Part-time faculty are entitled to a one-quarter loan.  Books must be returned after fourteen days if recalled for another user.  Faculty members have direct borrowing privileges at any other CSU library. In addition, UCLA and USC libraries grant borrowing privileges to CSULA faculty.

- Library catalog:  http://www.calstatela.edu/library/opac/catalog.html

Online Research Resources
The Library subscribes to over 120 online databases for nearly every discipline, including full-text and indexing/abstracting databases.  Using your NIS account, resources are available anywhere with Internet access.

- http://www.calstatela.edu/library/mudir1.htm

Interlibrary Loan
ILL borrows books and obtains copies of journal articles that the Library does not own in print nor have access to from full-text databases. Materials in our Library may also be requested if they are determined to be missing or at the bindery.

- http://www.calstatela.edu/library/ill3.htm
Music and Media Center
The Music & Media Center houses the Library's collection of non-print (audio & visual) materials.  This is primarily a curriculum support collection used by faculty in the classroom and by students for class-related assignments and research projects.

- http://www.calstatela.edu/library/mmc/forfaculty.htm
Book and Periodical Purchase Requests

Requests for purchase of new monographs and periodical titles should be processed through your academic unit liaison librarian.

- http://www.calstatela.edu/library/bkreq.htm
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Library Instruction Services
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John F. Kennedy Memorial Library
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5151 State University Dr.



Los Angeles, CA 90032-8300
In-session hours:


Monday-Thursday:   8:00 am - 10:00 pm

reference:   (323) 343-4927
  Friday:     8:00 am - 5:00 pm
circulation:  (323) 343-3987
Saturday:     9:00 am - 7:00 pm

periodicals: (323) 343-4987
Sunday:   10:00 am - 8:00 pm

What is Information Competency?

Have you heard the term “information competency” and wondered what that means exactly?  Since the mid-nineties, CSU faculty have been working on defining a range of skills that they feel every student should learn before they graduate.  The goal is to provide students with skills that will allow them to become lifelong learners.

This campus has established “Information Competence” as curricular policy (Chapter IV of the Faculty Handbook):

Prior to graduation from California State University, Los Angeles, students must develop the ability to:  (1) formulate a research question or problem, (2) determine its information requirements, (3) locate and retrieve that information effectively, (4) organize, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize that information critically, and (5) be able to communicate and present that information in a coherent fashion.  In addition, students must develop an understanding of the ethical, legal, and socio-political issues in the retrieval, use and presentation of information. 

  

The process of acquiring information competence should occur progressively, since the sources of information and methods by which information is gathered and communicated can vary greatly across disciplines in the University.  Therefore, instruction in necessary skills must begin in lower division courses and subsequently be refined and directed so as to reflect a specific discipline's information needs as its students progress toward completion of its program.  The extent to which programs assist students in developing information competence will be assessed at the time of program review.

- http://www.calstatela.edu/academic/senate/handbook/ch4a.htm#info

The CSU Academic Senate unanimously endorsed information competency in March 1998 with Resolution AS-2409-98/AA, “Information Competence: A University-Wide Responsibility”.

- http://www.calstate.edu/acadsen/actions/1997-98/2409.shtml
You can also learn more about the CSU-wide effort at the Information Competence Initiative website

- http://www.calstate.edu/LS/infocomp.shtml

Instructional Services

If you are interested in forming a partnership to challenge your students, please contact your liaison librarian.  Together, we can teach your students information competency skills in research sessions at the Library, and also offer advice on how to adapt your assignments to require the use of information competency skills.  Most classes involve detailed, hands-on instruction in the operation of subject-specific databases.
College and Department/Division/School Liaison Librarians

Each academic unit has a librarian assigned to develop programs and services to meet the needs of the faculty and students.  Each academic unit is represented by a library coordinator.

- http://www.calstatela.edu/library/dlc.htm
Requesting and scheduling a class

You can make a direct request for course-integrated library instruction using a web-based request form.  It will be forwarded to the appropriate liaison librarian.
- http://www.calstatela.edu/library/instruct_form.htm
Guidelines for Effective Library Research Assignments
· Consult with your liaison librarian to identify databases and search terms relevant to your research assignment and to recommend other appropriate resources.

· Provide your liaison librarian with a copy of your class syllabus and research assignment.

· Arrange for a library instruction session.  Please allow a minimum of ninety minutes per session.

· Make sure that your students have formulated their topics prior to attending the library instruction session.

· Make sure that your research assignment guidelines are clear and unambiguous.

· Specify the style manual that you want your students to use.

· Check the Library Catalog to ensure that the Library has copies of the materials you are recommending to your students.

· Require that your students obtain an NIS account.

· Encourage your students to ask for assistance at the Reference Desk during the early stages of their research.

· Place heavily used or personal material on reserve to ensure access for all students.

