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Substantial progress has already been made on this project.  

At a meeting held February 27, 2006 at SDSU, with representatives from all three languages as well as technical staff from the SDSU Language Acquisition Resource Center (LARC), the challenges and the realities of the extensive project and the focus for the language areas in terms of level and modalities were discussed; models for testing instruments were demonstrated; software possibilities were explored.

At the CSU Foreign language Council meeting March 24, a broad discussion was engaged concerning the status of the project and its future.  Some fourteen campuses were represented there. 

The first meeting also brought about the realization that the project, as conceived, was too ambitious – not everything could be accomplished at once. With three levels of testing, four modalities, plus a “grammar” component, and three languages, we decided to divide the work so that pilots could be developed in one/two languages at one/two levels.  When these pilots have been beta-tested, we will assess possibilities of replication in other language areas and begin development of the same modules for other languages. Further, we are still exploring software possibilities.  It will likely be more effective to have specific software for each instrument and not a global program. We also are still working on identifying where to house the test bank and the best ways to deliver the content on-line. 
Both meetings were fruitful and led to the following :

· Core teams for each of the three languages have been established. 
· In Spanish, guidelines for writing test items were selected and one member of the core team has begun to write a series of test items. An alpha-version of 50 questions was administered at the intermediate level (CSUS).  Spanish expects to have 100 test items ready for beta-testing in the Fall.

· German and French core teams decided to focus on writing assessment at the intermediate and advanced levels for this stage of the project.  Pilot writing prompts in German (advanced) and French (intermediate and advanced) were administered with the participation of  SDSU, SSU, CSULA and CSUF.  These items will be scored and evaluated and ready for presentation at the Fall meeting.

· French is currently working an oral proficiency and expects to have a series of advanced level items for the Fall.

With a solid basis to work from currently being developed, the expected outcomes of the original proposal remain the same and will be realized, albeit over a longer period of time. 

Two major modifications to the project, however, are needed to achieve its goal.  We have revised our original thinking that test items would be written by a large group of faculty. The three core teams (Spanish, French, German) that were established will be responsible for the initial set of items, continuing the work already begun. A meeting is currently projected for November (date to be finalized) to bring in other campuses to determine what type and level of instrument they would like to pilot but they will not be involved in the initial process of item writing. The faculty members of this project will continue their work through fall ‘06-spring ‘07. 
Currently none of the grant funding from ITL ($14,967) has been used; from other sources of funds $8.40 have been expended. Approval of funds to be spent during the ‘06-’07 AY has been obtained from the Chancellor’s office and the outside sources. Amounts for consulting fees and travel allocations will be reallocated to match the new configuration of the grant (core team and secondary participants).
Participants for the first round of the grant:

Carlos Andres, Modern Languages/Spanish, CSU Stanislaus

Gretchen Angelo, Modern Languages and Literature /French, CSU Los Angeles

Edith Benkov, European Studies/ French, San Diego SU

MaryAnn Lyman-Hager, European Studies/French/LARC, San Diego SU

Jeffrey Reeder, Modern Languages and Literature/Spanish, Sonoma SU

Christine Renaudin, Modern Languages and Literature/French, Sonoma SU

Suzanne Toczyski, Modern Languages and Literature/French, Sonoma SU

Marjorie Tussing, Modern Languages and Literature /German, CSU Fullerton

Mary Wauchope, European Studies/ French, San Diego SU

Francisco Zabaleta, Spanish and Portuguese/Spanish/ San Diego SU
Other campuses involved in the discussions at the March meeting:

CalPoly Pomona

CalPoly SLO
CSU Fresno

CSU Long Beach
CSU Northridge

CSU Sacramento

CSU San Francisco

CSU San Marcos

SJSU
