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We need to better prepare our students for entry into biotechnology-related fields, including molecular
approaches to ecology, microbiology and genetics. Exposure to modern software tools for genetic analysis
is critically important in our students preparation in many fields broadly related to biotechnology,
including those in organismal or ecological fields. This proposal will introduce students to Lasergene, an
industry-standard software package for genetic analysis and bioinformatics, and better prepare students for
California's biotech job market, as well as studying the impacts of genetic engineering and bioinformatics
on California's ecology and native species.



