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ABSTRACTS 

These descriptions are meant to serve as succinct, accurate descriptions of the proposed work when separated 
from the application. 

PROJECT OBJECTIVE:  (Provide a one to two sentence, non-technical description of the project’s overall objectives and key 
milestones.)  To establish a working mechanism for extending the Cal State Fullerton Center for Applied 
Biotechnology Studies masters-level interdisciplinary curriculum (called PABS—Program in Applied 
Biotechnology Studies) to include faculty members from Cal State LA, Cal State Dominquez Hills, and 
Cal Poly Pomona.  Team-oriented interdisciplinary courses that use problem-based learning activities 
taught by faculty from multiple campuses will be in place by Fall, 2006 for the start of PABS. 

TECHNICAL ABSTRACT FOR EXPERT REVIEWERS: 
 In response to a charge from the CSUPERB SPC to develop a collaboration between Center of 
Excellence proposals that were submitted in August, 2004, the Cal State Fullerton Center for Applied 
Biotechnology Studies (CABS) met with representatives from the Cal State Los Angeles, Cal State 
Dominquez Hills, and Cal Poly Pomona to discuss the possibility of working together on the Program for 
Applied Biotechnology Studies (PABS).  Administrators who were present reached a general agreement, 
but faculty members must now be included in the process.  This proposal is to cover the cost of 
professional development activities designed for the new faculty collaborators to (1) bring non-Fullerton 
faculty up to speed on the PABS course plans that are currently in the approval process, (2) provide a 
mechanism for non-Fullerton faculty input into the course proposals already developed and for the 
development of new courses, and for administrators to (3) develop an administrative mechanism for 
offering courses to be taught by faculty from several campuses.  The expected outcomes are: (a) the 
modification of new course proposals for the six-part Survey of Biotechnology and the project-based 
Applications in Biotechnology, (b) the development of new course proposals in areas of expertise of the 
new non-Fullerton faculty, and (c) a memorandum of understanding between campuses for the 
distribution of resources and the offering of degrees from PABS.   
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  [NON-CONFIDENTIAL, NON-TECHNICAL ABSTRACT FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION OR 
PROGRAM PROMOTION]:  State in layman's terms the application’s broad, long-term objectives and specific aims, making 
reference to the potential public benefits of the project relevant to California.  Do not include proprietary or confidential 
information.  This may be distributed before the funding decision has been finalized. 
 
The Cal State Fullerton (CSF) Center for Applied Biotechnology Studies (CABS) is in the final stages of 
developing the Program for Applied Biotechnology Studies (PABS) as an interdisciplinary inter-campus 
program to be initiated in Fall 2006 and to award a master’s degree.  Fourteen CSF faculty members from 
the Departments of Biological Science, Chemistry/Biochemistry, Mathematics, Computer Science, and 
Engineering have designed a 36-unit curriculum that is to be PABS.  Following a request by the 
CSUPERB Strategic Planning Council to whom competing proposals for Centers of Excellence were 
made by Fullerton, Los Angeles and Pomona, CABS has contacted representatives from Cal State LA, 
Cal State Dominquez Hills, and Cal Poly Pomona to discuss their interest in collaborating on the PABS 
project.  This proposal will provide a mechanism for such interactions with respect to course 
development and the creation of a process by which the collaboration can be administered.  The courses 
and administrative agreement will be in place by Fall 2006 for the initiation of PABS. 

 


