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We have recently discovered a gene in fruit flies that codes for a key regulatory enzyme that controls the
levels of an important class of cellular lipid molecules. We propose to analyze how mutations in that gene
cause a severe skeletal muscle disorder in the mutant flies. There is a very similar gene in humans which
performs the same function as the gene in flies, therefore it is likely that what we learn will be useful in
understanding how human skeletal muscles work and how hereditary diseases can affect muscle function.



