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ABSTRACTS 

These descriptions are meant to serve as succinct, accurate descriptions of the proposed work when separated 
from the application.  

PROJECT OBJECTIVE:  (Provide a one to two sentence, non-technical description of the project’s overall objectives and key 
milestones.)  Three CSU campuses, San Francisco, San Jose and Stanislaus, recognize that post-
baccalaureate graduates in three biotechnology/biomedical-related professionals require core skill sets that 
can be developed collectively and efficiently distributed to each of the campuses via this collaborative 
biomedical curriculum development effort. 

TECHNICAL ABSTRACT FOR EXPERT REVIEWERS: 
 
To revive and revitalize the Masters degree in sciences and in mathematics, the Alfred P. Sloan 
Foundation has taken the initiative to change the degree's content and purpose so as to make Master's level 
training more attractive and useful to graduates entering the workforce. Sixteen campuses of the CSU 
system, including SFSU, SJSU and CSU- Stanislaus, have been funded by the Sloan Foundation to 
participate in a CSU-system-wide Professional Science Master (PSM) planning initiative that emphasizes 
workforce development in biotechnology, biomedical, and other high-tech industries in California. 
Funding is requested here to augment and allow us to coordinate three individual campus activities, 
prepare the implementation-phase proposal for submission to the Sloan foundation, and to work toward 
securing administrative backing for our collaboration.  
Specific aims of this proposal include:1). Identify and overcome obstacles to inter-campus collaboration 
on curricular issues. 2). Facilitate discussions among faculty on curriculum development. 3). Collaborate 
on developing the details of the relevant curricula. 4). Develop mechanisms to share core-curriculum, once 
established. 5). Seek and obtain support from the pertinent College and University officials. 6). Prepare a 
successful implementation-phase proposal for the Sloan Foundation from the extended Bay Area 
campuses involved in the biomedical aspects of the CSU-PSM initiative. 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  [NON-CONFIDENTIAL, NON-TECHNICAL ABSTRACT FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION OR 
PROGRAM PROMOTION]:  State in layman's terms the application’s broad, long-term objectives and specific aims, making 
reference to the potential public benefits of the project relevant to California.  Do not include proprietary or confidential 
information.  This may be distributed before the funding decision has been finalized. 
 
In respond to a strong demand for technically and professionally trained post-baccalaureate graduates in 
the biotechnology/biomedical-related fields, three CSU campuses in the extended Bay Area (San 
Francisco, San Jose, Stanislaus) propose to collaborate on developing curricula that will prepare graduate 
students to enter the three fields of: Genetic Counseling, Clinical Research Management/Oversight, and 
Clinical Molecular Diagnostics. This inter-campus consortium will explore and establish efficient and 
effective ways to offer a core biomedical curriculum to students while affording them the opportunities to 
pursue their specific interests in divergent careers. All three campuses have individually applied for and 
been granted funds from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation to plan Professional Science Master (PSM) 
degree programs.  In order to reduce redundancy in effort and maximize available resources, we propose 
to develop a multi-track Master’s program that will result in a MS degree for each student in one of the 
three specialized areas.   

 


