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Phage display is a new and growing technology in the area of Biotechnology. It is a powerful method for
generating novel diagnostic and therapeutic reagents. It is already having a significant impact on
agriculture where it is being used to generate nutritionally modified and pathogen resistant plants. The
technology is also being used in the fight against cancer, e.g., use of antigen specific single chain
antibodies to target tumor cells in vivo. Moreover, phage display is adaptable to other areas of basic
research, e.g., discovery and characterization of intracellular macromolecular interactions. Incorporation
of this technology into research labs should result in an increase in the research applications for this
technology. More importantly, the next generation of students will gain valuable experience with this
technology and its application to Proteomics. This is critical if California is to maintain its current status
as the leader in Biotechnology.



