SUAM Appendix G


ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR


PROPERTY ACQUISITION/DIVESTITURE





The university should assess its liability and the potential costs associated with the acquisition or divestiture of property where soil, water, or structures are contaminated with hazardous substances, or where structures located on the property contain building materials or equipment that are potentially hazardous. The liability and costs in acquiring/ divesting contaminated property can be quite significant, including remediation of contaminated soil or groundwater, compliance enforcement by regulatory agencies, and legal activities. All property acquisitions/divestitures, whether purchased or donated, should be preceded by an environmental assessment of the property. The purpose of an environmental assessment is to provide the university with enough knowledge concerning the environmental condition of the property so that an informed decision can be made whether or not to obtain/release the property, or whether special terms should be negotiated prior to the acquisition/divestiture.





Prior to the acquisition/divestiture of property, the university should contract with an environmental consulting firm to perform a Phase I environmental assessment of the property to determine if environmental conditions exist that could influence the university's decision on whether or not to acquire/divest the property. The phase I environmental assessment, which is outlined on the following pages, will include a site inspection of the property and evaluation of factors such as past use of the property, regulatory history of the property, geologic/hydrogeologic conditions beneath the property, presence of hazardous substance storage, treatment, or disposal, and the presence and condition of PCB's and asbestos. The phase I assessment report prepared by the environmental consultant shall provide conclusions and opinions on the extent of environmental problems on the property. The university's Office of Environmental Health and Safety should review the consultant's report and provide recommendations to the university concerning required remediation and potential costs.


�
Scope of Work


Phase I Environmental Assessment


The following tasks should be included within the scope of work of a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment. 





Site Inspection


Project Vicinity Regarding Potential Problem Areas


Regulatory Agency File Review


-	Opinion as to potential impacts from sites identified through research


-	Figure illustrating locations of sites


-	Types of environmental permits held at site


-	Any environmental enforcement documentation





Site History/Land Use Review


Historical Aerial Photo Review


-	List of years reviewed


-	Description of environmental issues, if any





Asbestos*


-	Description, condition, and quantity of suspect ACM from visual inspection


-	Certification of inspector





Development of Report to include discussion of following topics relative to the site:


-	Past and present site use


-	PCB's**


-	Above ground and underground storage tanks


-	Known spills or leaks (evidence from site inspection, as well)


-	Wastewater discharge practices


-	Hazardous waste storage, treatment, and disposal practice


-	Regulatory agency actions


-	Identification of environmental problems - quantify and qualify to extent possible


-	Onsite landfills


-	Radon


-	Types of environmental permits held by site owners or users





The above work scope is not intended to be limiting. The consultant should exercise independent judgement as to the significance of data that may be acquired during the course of investigation


�
Report Outline


Phase I Environmental Site Assessment
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Should include discussion of environmental considerations relative to (including but not limited to:





Asbestos


PCB's


Landfills on site


Above ground storage tanks


Underground storage tanks


Air emissions


Wastewater discharge


Waste Generation, storage and disposal


Pesticides/herbicides
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Sampling and analysis protocols and results


* Sampling of suspect ACM is not specifically required in a Phase I ESA; however, sites with significant presence will likely require an ACM survey using the university's survey and sampling protocol.





** Unless records clearly identify the existence or non-existence of PCB's in transformers, all oil filled transformers shall be sampled and analyzed using EPA method 8080.
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