Class of 2006 Graduate Follow-Up Survey

Total # of Respondents: 30 

PACE class of 2006 = 129 participants; 107 received surveys

Return Rate of 28%

Respondent Demographics as Compared to PACE & Kennedy High School

Ethnicity
	
	Survey Respondents (30)
	PACE Class of 2006 (129)
	KHS 2006
(2,488)

	Am. Indian/ Alaskan Native
	0%
	1%
	1%

	Asian/Pacific Islander
	57%
	50%
	34%

	Hispanic/Latino
	3%
	10%
	20%

	African American
	0%
	13%
	25%

	White
	30%
	26%
	19%

	Other/Multiracial
	10%
	1%
	1%


Gender

	
	Survey Respondents (30)
	PACE Class of 2006 (129)
	KHS 2006

(2,488)

	Male
	20%
	43%
	51%

	Female
	80%
	57%
	49%


School & Employment Activities (Respondents Only)
Currently in School: 30 (100%)


4yr University/College: 27 (90%)


2yr Community College: 3 (10%)

Schools Attending


University of California: 18 (60%)



Berkeley, Davis, Irvine, Los Angeles, San Diego, Santa Barbara


California State University: 4 (13%)



Chico, Sacramento, Sacramento, San Francisco


Private University: 4 (13%)




Harvey Mudd, Pacific University (OR), University of the Pacific (CA) 


Sacramento City College: 3 (10%)


4yr Name Unknown: 1 (3%)

Employment


Currently Employed Part-Time: 15 (50%)



All 3 community college, and 12 4yr college students are working part-time


Currently Employed Full-Time: 0 (0%)

Employers

City of Sacramento, State of California, College Campuses, Clothing Stores, Private Agencies, Restaurants, Grocers

Choose Answer Responses

1. Reflecting back on high school, please rate how well you feel PACE prepared you for your current activity?

a. Very Well: 12 (40%)

b. Quite Well: 17 (57%)

c. So-So: 1 (3%)

d. Poorly: 0 (0%)

2. Do you have a long-term education goal?   

a. Yes: 29 (97%)

b. Yes & No: 1 (3%)

3. Do you have a long-term career goal?

a. Yes: 23 (77%)

b. No: 7 (23%)

Goals

Educational Goals

· To become educated and likely graduate school.

· To get my masters at least, attend grad school.

· PhD(?)  -- Pile Higher Deeper -- I'm gonna get me one.

· Four years plus degree in Business Economics.

· Psychology degree, then unsure what after

· Go to grad school to obtain my Master's Degree and Ph.D.

· Grad school, possibly Ph.D.

· I would love to finish at SFSU and maybe go on to a graduate school.

· My goal is to attend law school after earning my undergraduate degree.

· Masters degree

· I plan to go to pharmacy school.

· I intend on majoring in Business Administration with a minor in Mandarin.  I will later apply to med school.

· Receive an undergrad degree, and possibly go to grad school.

· Graduate in 4 years, and possibly attend grad school.

· I want to graduate as an RN.

· Graduate from UCSB with a major in Communication (maybe minor in French or others) and, depending on what I decide to do with my life, maybe grad school.

· Grad School or Law School, I would like to get a Masters in whatever I love.

· To graduate from college with a good degree.

· Be a successful student and go to graduate school.

· My goal is to learn about and master the human body. (Future Doctor)

· Grad school.  Details unspecified for now.

· Gain acceptance to Medical School

· Attend graduate school

· Graduate school

· Graduating in 4 years

· Undergraduate as a pre-pharm major then pharm school

· B.A. in Political Science

· Graduate from a four-year college.

· Graduate a four-year college with a B.A. or Masters

Career Goals

· Profit from said education

· Literature Professor

· Entrepreneur

· Considering teaching

· Own my own architecture firm

· University/college professor & yoga and dance teacher

· I want to become a Buyer for a major department store and then own my own Boutique.

· My career goal is to become a lawyer and to eventually run my own firm.

· I want to be a pharmacist.

· I am interested in international business with medicine.

· Get a job in my field of study (business)

· I want to become a registered nurse.

· An actress in movies or Broadway

· I plan to become a nurse/doctor.

· Establish and fulfill a career in the field of neurobiology

· Vet/Physical Therapist/Speech Pathologist - haven't decided yet

· Teacher, environmental job

· Pharmacist in a hospital.

· Become a political scientist

· Open my own business and be self-employed
· Find a full time, steady, good paying job
Ways in Which PACE Was Most Helpful

1. Teacher Support

· The chance to connect with key teachers over an extended period of years.

· I really liked the fact that I had the same English teacher for three years. We came back every year starting off where we left off and Mrs. Reynaga knew where we were in our writing skills and what we needed help on. 
· Mrs. Reynaga is an amazing asset to the program.  I can not stress that enough.  I would not be able to truly read without her -- not reading as in 'he said, she said,' but analytical reading.  She has taught me everything we are just now learning about in my intro classes, and has made college essays a breeze compared to the rush of constructing an in depth, analytical essay once a week on the fly.  I would be floundering without her.

· PACE provided me with amazing high school teachers--unfortunately I think we may hog them but they really were the best part.

· We had the best teachers.

· PACE's teacher staff put much effort in making each student's experience the most beneficial.  They were always willing to help.

· I was able to create close relationships with my teachers.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

· We had the best teachers and counselor period. I felt comfortable with sharing my actual problems at home. I also feel that I am pretty prepared for college. Had I not been in P.A.C.E I would have never been in Mrs. Reynaga's class. She definitely taught me skills in reading that proved to be imperative in my college writing. 

· PACE boasted a solid collection of faculty members on which I was always able to look towards for help.
· The teachers were determined to help us achieve our goals.
· PACE had some of the best, insightful, challenging teachers.
· Being forced to contact your teacher outside of class.
· PACE has wonderful teachers that genuinely care about our education and were always willing to help.
· I had excellent teachers that gave great individual attention
2. Academic Rigor/Workload

· The workload prepared me for college reading and assignments.

· The homework load was a good stepping stone for college. PACE taught self-motivating.

· I am much better writer, and I don’t stress about papers because of PACE.

· AP courses, while different from actually college courses, did help prepare me for the courses I'm taking now.

· PACE English has helped me very much with writing college papers and doing critical reading.

· PACE has really helped me prepare for my writing courses in college.

· English with Mrs. Reynaga helped with assigning long papers.

· It helped me to write essays.

· It prepared me for college writing.

· PACE has helped me in becoming a better writer.

· PACE offered more rigorous courses.

· Having good teachers for our core classes was useful for preparing us for college classes.

· PACE offered a rigorous curriculum.

· My study habits were definitely improved through pace.

· Helped me prepare for the work load of college

· The lecture style classes were a definite aid and created yet another easy transition from high school to college.

· Essay writing. My English professor commented that I have an especially good grasp on essay writing.

· I am able to read much faster and comprehend what I am reading better. 

· A strong background in English, especially writing, has helped me much so far during college.

· The essays we wrote and preparation process we went through helped me write strong essays in college.

· English with Mrs. Reynaga helped with citing my sources in papers.

· PACE improved my ability to organize my time.

· The workload and academic legitimacy of PACE prepared me for college work.

· The heavier homework load prepared me for college standard work load.  I am used to doing work beyond what is the minimum required.
· Helped me become a better essay writer.
· I enjoyed book club and I wished we did it for junior/senior year.
· I feel prepared for the analytical reading that I have done so far in college.
· PACE was most helpful in that it allowed me to improve my writing ability.
· My time management has greatly improved.
· I was not shocked by the work load in college because PACE taught me how to manage time when there is a lot of work assigned.
· The reading in PACE helped prepare me for college level reading.
· PACE helped me to write a term paper.
· I was prepared for college-level work.
· PACE helped establish a foundation of personal work ethic (studying, etc.)
· The type of instruction given by advanced/PACE teachers is similar to the styles of college professors.
· Pace gave a structured way of learning and planned schedule.                                                                                                                                                                                                    
3. Social Support

· PACE created a smaller learning community, where students with similar academic goals were able to excel together.  Learning became more efficient and effective.

· PACE gave me an intimate, familiar community that I felt comfortable being a part of.

· PACE maintained a smaller learning community in which I was able to work and learn productively.

· PACE allowed me to compete with top-notch students of my class (c/o 2006)

· Pace was able to give a small learning community with great teachers and peers.

· Working in groups with the same people over years

· It built a close community of equally driven students.  

· Being surrounded by bright students in the program has prepared me for being at my University.

· PACE put me in an environment that was academically challenging and therefore, it prepared me for college.

· Because PACE was a goal-oriented program, I felt a sense of direction as I was completing high school.

· It gave me a sense of my surrounding, i.e: teachers, classmates, homework.

· It has helped me to create bonds with the people in PACE.

· PACE enabled me to learn in a positive, striving working environment with remarkable teachers (for the most part) and students.
· PACE made me feel more integrated at Kennedy.
· PACE offered a consistent and stable environment so that not only could we learn better but also get to know everyone in out classes really well.
· I met a lot of really great people in the small classes and fieldtrips I was involved in through pace.
· I've also managed to collect a strong base of friends (as well as teachers) that I am comfortable using for peer reviews on my thesis work for my classes.
· The teachers and staff were very supportive of my goals.
·  Also, the communication skills I learned from PACE helped me communicate with my professor to ensure that I became familiar with my instructors and was clear on the information they wanted to get across. 
· P.A.C.E is not for any mediocre student.  The fact that we were all pretty much competitive when it came to academics or that we were all college bound gave me a slight motivation boost. It motivated me to do better in school because it sort of seemed like competition. And even though it seemed like I was average at times…in comparison most of the non-PACERs I was pretty good. There was also this expectation to do well and go to college which is something that I never had at home.
·  Having a group of students stick together in classes for four years helped to forge stronger friendships and general camaraderie among all PACErs.
· Helped me learn to be more social with others
4. College Application Process

· There were many workshops aimed at helping me towards college.

· PACE kept a strong focus on its students' college endeavors, always helpful and encouraging.

5. Extra-Curriculars

· PACE gave students the opportunity to participate in hands-on activities and field trips that relate to lessons learned in class.  Field trips are a great way of opening students' eyes and minds to the outside world.                                        

· PACE, because it's such a well-rounded program, allowed me to not just focus on academics, but took me outside the academic circle to explore and enjoy different things through participating in a spectrum of field trips, doing community service, and attending cultural events I would not have other wise gone to.
· I felt as though the cultural events and field trips kept me involved and excited about educational activities, and involved in the community.

· Field Trips were helpful. I never had a chance to go to the places prior to the trips. Not only did it provide a new experience but it gave me the chance to bond with teachers, parents, and especially the students. I highly suggest that we continue the trips to college (especially during freshaman year) because that motivated me to start preparing for a four year college.
· Expanded my experiences through field trips/community service/cultural events

· The field trips were also a great way to experience a bit of the world outside of school and form friendships. 
· Having lots of exposure to culture and different places (field trips) was helpful for learning about history. 
· The field trips offered were not only a way to get out of school but a fun way of educational learning.
· The community service component of PACE provided me with more to add to my college applications.
· PACE provided students with a diverse educational experience by organizing many field trips, which gave students a better understanding of the world around them.
· I became better rounded because of field trips, community service, and cultural events.
· It has also benefited me in knowing and learning about the places that we visited for field trips.
· PACE required us to do community service, which opened our eyes.
· The field trips were a fun learning experience
6. Schedule

· Having block schedule during freshman and sophomore years enabled students to get to know one another and work together.  The block schedule also allowed students to learn more material in class in one day.

· I really appreciated the block schedule for two years.

Ways in Which PACE Was Least Helpful

1. Teacher Support

· More teachers like Mrs. Reynaga would be good.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

· Ms. Reynaga could have come to one of my plays BEFORE people thought drama club was cool and everyone joined when I was too busy with dance. :) No really I can't think of anything.

· PACE could have had the teachers stay more on the same track with each other.

· PACE could have selected better, more qualified teachers (I disliked a couple but am not going to name names)

· Teacher assistant to help tutor us in small groups.

2. Academic Rigor/Workload

· I believe PACE English is a lot stronger than PACE history courses. The PACE history courses could be improved.

· I do not know if this is possible in a high school setting, but perhaps employing a system somewhat similar to college course in which midterms and finals account for a significant portion of a student's grade may help students develop study habits that will benefit them in a college setting.

· I feel like learning more modern American history would be better because in all history classes we always focus up to about World War I, and I feel like my knowledge of American history after that is very shaky.

· I guess PACE might try to include more material for other AP tests, like World History and Economics, so that students can take those as well.

· I liked that in freshmen year we focused a lot on current issues in history class and I feel that helped our class when we discussed together, but we didn't do that so much after that year.

· I think that more one-on-one writing sessions would be helpful, especially during junior and senior year when students are preparing for AP exams and college.

· I think that offering AP world history to sophomores could be beneficial by allowing them to potentially earn more college credits.

· I wish the reading club would have been available for all four years.

· It could have had more emphasis on studying techniques.

· It could have had more of an emphasis on specific writing strategies.

· More in-class reading time.

· Not assigning so much “busy work”.

· Not being so strict on making work up or tuning later work in.

· Not having Ms. Yee as a teacher.

· PACE could have had their students write a term paper earlier than senior year. 

· PACE could have taught me a little more about time management.

· PACE could offer a more rigorous workload or more productive class periods, because I do not feel as prepared for college as some of my fellow schoolmates here.

· PACE should have offered AP World History.

· Providing full term syllabi, similar to what professors give, outlining the entire semester's work (i.e., test dates) and sticking to it to the end.  This way students will know what to expect and do not have an excuse to not be prepared.  I like to know things way ahead of time to plan out my weeks.

· Providing more guest speakers may enhance the program.

· Somehow, an integration of more active learning in classes.

· The curriculum could be more clear.

· The classes could have been more academically rigorous and some teachers could have been more challenging; a bigger workload.

· The research paper senior year taught me nothing about writing a research paper, only how to have correct margins and a bibliography.
· We could have used more research experience, as much as I hate doing it
3. College Application Process

· Explain the different options after high school, like in a presentation.

· Extra college, AP, and SAT prep.

· I don't think I ever got the letter that let the colleges know just what the PACE program was, so I guess PACE didn't earn me any brownie points like I hoped it would.

· I felt like when I was applying for colleges, I didn't understand the majors, so it would be helpful if the students were taught about their majors and opportunities.

·  I think it would have been worthwhile for PACE to encourage more students to look into private schools as opposed to just UC's.

· I would have liked more diverse exposure to colleges, rather than focusing on UCs, and more help with how to tap resources for scholarships and colleges.

· It could have been more helpful if we had done more individual speeches to prepare us for college.

· It would have been nice if somehow PACE could have introduced us to a few possible majors to help guide us in our paths to choosing what we want to do with our lives because in college it hits you pretty hard.

· PACE should emphasize attending small private schools, not just UCs.

· PACE should hold a financial aid workshop for its students and students in other SLCs so they will know what to do when filling out the FAFSA application online.

· PACE should offer more scholarships to its students who are going to a four year university right after high school.

· Talk about pursuing a community college class or two while attending Kennedy or during the summer.

· The automatic transition from high school to college is generally typical for freshmen but I feel that P.A.C.E didn't really help me with that much. I know that P.A.C.E does help as far as getting into school but there are many things that I wasn't aware of. I find that time-management is huge in college. And I think that P.A.C.E can definitely prepare students to make that adjustment more smoothly.  For example we in college we don't have assignments everyday. And as far as moving to a four year university, I feel that there should be some sort of mentor program to help prepare individual students. For example informing students on the small things that are a big deal when a student moves into the dorms. And although there are a variety of resources [like financial aid or career centers], many of those are apparent.
· The scholarship from PACE was definitely helpful. But money for college expenses and living expenses are equally significant and maybe there should be more emphasis on that.  I think there should be more information on scholarships throughout the year on what kind of scholarship there is, how, when, and where to apply for the scholarship. The sooner, the better because I know that most of my teachers were stressed out when the students bombarded them with prompts for recommendation letters.
4. Extra-Curriculars

· It would have been more helpful if we were kind of forced to participate in activities, because not a lot of us did.

· More fieldtrips in the later years.

· More Pace summer schools with educational field trips.

· More room for hands-on creativity.

· PACE could have focused more on the students' wants/needs for field trip purposes.

· PACE could have offered more internship opportunities.

· PACE could have placed more emphasis on community service and cultural events; I would say that many students saw these things as merely requirements as opposed to meaningful endeavors.
· PACE might've been more helpful in terms of social activities.  The first PACE class didn't seem to have any interactions with the lower classes.  There was no sense of community between the first class and underclassmen.  
· There should be more activities
5. Schedule

· It would have been more helpful if we didn’t do the block schedule during the first couple years because it kind of made it hard for us to choose the classes we wanted.
· The two hour blocks would have been nice to have through all four years.
6. Other

· PACE might have been more helpful if there were even smaller class sizes.

· Black robes at graduation would be a good incentive.

· I don't think there is anything necessarily crucial to be changed.  Just keeping good teaching staff and such.  Though, I found PACE to be 'so-so' mainly because I feel I would of done fine without being in PACE all together.

· I believe that PACE fulfilled what the program was designed to do

· This is a really hard question because PACE was so awesome.                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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