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Joint Doctoral Degree Programs 
 
Policy 
The CSU is authorized to offer joint doctoral degrees only with the University of California and 
with independent institutions of higher education in California.  Joint doctoral degrees shall not 
be offered with out-of-state, out-of-country partners, nor with for-profit partners in California. 

 
California Education Code section 66010.4(b)  
The doctoral degree may be awarded jointly with the University of California, as provided in 
subdivision (c) and pursuant to Section 66904.  The doctoral degree may also be awarded 
jointly with one or more independent institutions of higher education, provided that the 
proposed doctoral program is approved by the California Postsecondary Education 
Commission. 
 
California Education Code section 66010(b) 
As used in this part, “independent institutions of higher education” are those nonpublic 
higher education institutions that grant undergraduate degrees, graduate degrees, or both, and 
that are formed as nonprofit corporations in this state and are accredited by an agency 
recognized by the United States Department of Education. 

 
 
Procedures 
CSU and Independent Institutions Joint Doctoral Programs 
 http://www.calstate.edu/app/documents/Joint_Doc_Other.pdf  
 
CSU and UC Joint Doctoral Programs 

CSU and UC Joint Degree Programs 
http://www.calstate.edu/app/jgb/documents/jt_process_new_degrees.pdf  

 
Flow Chart CSU and UC Joint Degree Programs 
http://www.calstate.edu/app/jgb/documents/jt_process_new_degrees_chart.pdf  
 
Handbook for Creation of CSU/UC Joint Doctoral Programs 
http://www.ucop.edu/acadinit/uccsu/jointdochandbook030502.htm 
 
CSU/UC Joint Doctoral Programs—Review Criteria 
http://www.ucop.edu/acadinit/uccsu/jointdochandbook030502.htm#6  
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Please direct questions to Dr. Christine Mallon at (562) 951-4672 or app@calstate.edu  
 
Questions about self-supporting courses and programs may be directed to Ms. Sheila Thomas at 
(562) 951-4795 or sthomas@calstate.edu.  


