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Report of the Meeting of the Board of Trustees, Dec. 16, 2002 

Harold Goldwhite, Faculty Trustee  

The Board met at the Chancellor's Office in a special session to consider budget adjustments and raising student fees for the current fiscal year. 

Over half the Board was present in person, including Lt. Gov. Bustamante, and most other Board members were on a telephone conference link. 

The Chancellor summarized the events leading up to the meeting. On. Dec. 6 he heard, at the Dept. of Finance in Sacramento, that the Governor would double the budget cut to the CSU for 02-03 (announced in late November) to about $60 M. Public notice of the Board meeting was announced that day and presentations during the next week were made to CSSA, campus Presidents, the Executive Committee of the Senate, the CSU Budget Advisory Committee, and the Labor Council.  Vice Chancellor West then summarized the budget situation and the proposal for cuts and increased fees before the Board essentially as presented in the agenda item I circulated last week.

Senate Chair Kegley then made a statement, which you have received, summarizing the Senate straw poll results which were strongly in favor of the fee increase given current circumstances and with provisos about student aid.  

A series of public comments, uniformly opposed to the fee increase, followed from CSSA leaders, campus ASI leaders, and union representatives, including CFA. Many petitions and letters opposing the cuts were presented to the Board. The student presentations were impressive and moving.  The Chancellor commented further that California's fiscal situation was worse than that of almost every other state, and probably worse than in the early 90s. With the proposed fee increase CSU should be able to serve all enrolled students in 2002/03 with both classes and student services. Of CSU's 400,000 students nearly 140,000 receive state student aid; all these students should receive increased aid covering the fee increases. CSU must make some hard decisions now; the situation in 2003/04 may be even worse.  

Lt. Gov. Bustamante agreed that the State has severe budget difficulties, but he urged the Board not to raise fees now. The legislature may not go along with the Governor's proposed cuts; the Governor is not supportive of increased fees; and CSU is not a low cost system when all costs, including housing, are factored in. The legislature has, he asserted, fully funded the CSU in the past 5 years and has increased that funding by over $200 M. Other Board members took issue with the Lt. Governor's interpretations.  

After a motion to postpone, action by Trustee Thomas was defeated when the Board voted (with 3 no votes) to approve the fee increases. For the record I voted for  the motion to increase fees.
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