Report of the Board of Trustees meeting, July 16 and 17, 2002

Harold Goldwhite, Faculty Trustee
The Board of Trustees met at the Chancellor's Office in Long Beach on Tuesday and Wednesday, July 16 and 17, 2002. 

After a closed meeting for review of executives and a closed meeting of the Committee on Collective Bargaining, the Collective Bargaining Committee ratified, in open session, the 3-year agreement with CSEA.

The Committee on Finance heard the shortest status report on record on the 2002-2003 support budget. The budget is in limbo. Informed observers suggest mid-August as the earliest date for adoption of the budget. 

The Committee on Campus Planning, Buildings and Grounds approved capital budget updates and categories and criteria for capital outlay projects for the next five years. The Committee on Governmental Relations acted on the latest status report on the Board's legislative program. This includes support for CSU employees who work in areas where there is no HMO plan available; and support for the Education Bond which will be on the ballot in November 2002. The outlook for the CSU's capital program is good provided that the bond issue, Proposition 47, passes in November. The CSU will be an active partner in the bond campaign.

The Committee on Educational Policy heard an informational report on amendments to CSU Enrollment Management Policies, which will result in clarifying language being submitted to the Board, probably in September. Senate Chair Kegley made a lucid presentation to the Committee on the Lower-Division Major Core Alignment Project. Amendments to the Constitution of the Academic Senate CSU were endorsed by the Committee and approved by the Board. Chair Kegley informed the Board that, other than the addition of an emeritus/a senator, further increases in the size of the Senate would be implemented only when the budget permitted. The Committee saw an impressive video on notable accomplishments in CSU Teaching, Research and Scholarship focusing on the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at CSU Los Angeles.

The Committee of the Whole discussed the regulation of second hand smoke on CSU campuses and asked staff to prepare Title 5 language authorizing Presidents to impose stricter standards on campuses than the minimum now required by law. 

Lieutenant Governor Bustamante was present for much of the first day's meetings, and announced that an initiative barring state entities from collecting data on race or ethnicity has gathered enough signatures to qualify for an upcoming election.

In her report Chair Farar welcomed the newest President in the CSU, Rollin Richmond of Humboldt, to the system, and welcomed Trustee Thomas to her new role as senior and voting student trustee. Trustee Pierce was appointed to a further 2 year term by the Alumni Association. She also recognized the new leadership of the Academic Senate CSU, and the State Student Association. 

In his report Chancellor Reed said that the first group of Wang scholars and faculty are about to go to China and Taiwan. The Maritime Academy and Long Beach campuses have been fully reaccredited by WASC. 

On the budget the Chancellor opined that the longer the stalemate goes on, the more at risk is the CSU. Campuses were initially asked to hold growth for 2002-2003 to 4%. The Governor's May revision suggested funding for 5% growth, and initial data suggest that CSU enrollment in Fall 2002 will be up by 6% over 2001.

The Board was introduced to the six 2002 student winners of the Hearst/CSU Trustees' award for outstanding achievement and saw a moving video about their accomplishments.

