Report of the Meeting of the Board of Trustees, May 14-15, 2002

Harold Goldwhite, Faculty Trustee

The Board of Trustees met on May 14 and 15 at the Chancellor's Office.

Trustee Farar, as Vice Chair, presided. It was the final Board meeting for student trustee Dan Cartwright, and for retiring President Alistair McCrone of Humboldt. Lt. Governor Bustamante was present for much of Tuesday's session.

On Tuesday, after a closed session on personnel issues, the Committee on Collective Bargaining met and, in open session, ratified the Agreement with CFA. The tentative agreement with CSEA is up for ratification by members in May and June. The Committee on Governmental relations had an update on legislative matters. Faculty disadvantaged by the early retirement program of the early 90's, which prevented them from teaching in the CSU, may now be rehired. There are two bond issues to be supported in November. The Education Bond Act is critical for capital outlay projects, and the housing bond contains a modest amount ($15M) for affordable student housing, to be matched by funds raised by the CSU. The Committee urged the Board to support the bond issues, which it did. Vice Chancellor Caldera will lead the CSU campaign.

The Committee on Finance heard a report on the Governor's May revision of his budget. You have surely seen the stories about this in the media. My take is that the net gain in the CSU's budget over this year's (yes, there is still a net gain proposed) is some $40M and for that we will be expected to add some 20,000  FTES. You can do the depressing arithmetic. But, as the Lt. Governor reminded us, there are several stages of proposals yet to get through, and he does not rule out the possibility of a mid-year "adjustment" of the budget after the November election. After extensive debate both in committee and at the full Board meeting a fee increase for non-resident students of some 15% was approved. The Committee also approved the issuance of bonds for various CSU projects. The Committee on Campus Planning, Buildings, and Grounds reviewed the Master Plan for the Maritime Academy and schematic plans for a science building at Fresno, and a University Union expansion at Hayward.

These meetings were be followed by the recognition of the Wang awardees: Margaret McKerrow, Theatre, San Diego State; Herbert Silber, Chemistry, San Jose State; William Dorman, Government, Sacramento; Hallie Yopp Slowik, Education, Fullerton; and Dean Wayne R. Bidlack, Agriculture, CSPU Pomona.

On Wednesday the Committee on Organization and Rules approved the Board meeting schedule for 2003, which includes a meeting on the Fullerton campus in March. The Committee on University and Faculty personnel recommended compensation for the incoming President of Humboldt State, at an annual salary of $230,016 with housing allowance of $28,008 per annum. The Chancellor reported that average compensation for Presidents in the CSU is 30% below the average for the CPEC comparison group. Finally the Committee on Educational Policy heard a presentation on Student Outcomes Assessment at Monterey Bay.

In her report Chair Farar paid tribute to departing board members Gould and Wang, and resolutions for emeritus trustee status for them were adopted. She spoke warmly of the contributions of departing student trustee Cartwright. She also acknowledged the excellent work of the Academic Senate CSU, CSSA, and the Alumni Council, paid tribute to their departing officers, and looked forward to welcoming their new officers. CSUCI will open to its first students in August 2002. CSU Northridge has been chosen as one of 4 universities nationally to participate in the Carnegie Foundation's "Teachers for a New Era" program.

The Chancellor, in his report, said he has been spending his time on budget, bonds, and bargaining. The CSU campaigns to moderate the use of alcohol by students have garnered $2M in grants.

The Board approved its officers and committee members for 2002-2003; Debra Farar will be Chair and Murray Galinson Vice-Chair.

In public comments several students representing the organization COUGH asked the Board to restrict smoking to an area at least 20 feet from all campus buildings.

