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Social Work 
 

LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 
California State University (CSU) Statewide Pattern  

 
The Lower-Division Transfer Pattern (LDTP) consists of the CSU statewide pattern of coursework outlined 
below, plus campus-specific coursework, bringing the total pattern to at least 60 but no more than 70 
transferable semester units for students to complete at a California Community College (CCC). 
 
The CSU statewide pattern of coursework for CCC students who plan to major in Social Work at any CSU 
campus offering the major includes: 
 
• Completion of lower-division general education requirements, following either the CSU General Education 

Breadth (GE-Breadth) or the Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) pattern;  
• Completion of the CSU graduation requirements in United States History, Constitution and American Ideals; 

and 
• Completion of additional semester units as specified below in (3), (4), (5), and (6). 
 
Please note that the information here is an academic and curricular advising tool: a roadmap that enables 
transfer students to efficiently and effectively progress towards the CSU baccalaureate degree in a specified 
discipline.  California Community College students should work closely with their advisers when planning their 
academic program in preparation for transfer to the CSU. 
 
This information does not represent any guarantee with regard to admission nor does it include or replace CSU 
campus admissions impaction criteria (see http://www.calstate.edu/AR/impactioninfo.shtml).  These curricular 
guidelines are subject to change. 
 

CSU Statewide Pattern  Semester Unit 
Requirement 

(1) Complete lower-division general education requirements.   
Obtain a certification of completion of CSU GE Breadth or IGETC by the California 
Community College before transferring to a CSU campus.  While completing general 
education, follow the course pattern stated below. 

 
A minimum grade of C is required in courses used to meet CSU GE Breadth AREAS A 
and B4.   
A minimum grade of C is required in each course used for IGETC. 

39 units for 
CSU GE Breadth 

or 
37 units for 

IGETC 
 

(2) Complete the graduation requirements in United States History, Constitution, and 
American Ideals. 
 
These are typically completed with one course each in American government and 
American history, or a sequence of courses that integrate the history and government 
topics. 

0-6 units 

(3) Complete Human Biology. 0-3 units 
(4) Complete at least one of the following: 

• Introduction to Statistics for General, Business, and Social Science.  Or 
• Introduction to Statistics for General, Business, and Social Science – 

Psychology. 

0-3 units 

(5) Complete all of the following: 
• Complete Introductory Psychology [CAN PSY 2].  And 
• Complete Introduction to Sociology [CAN SOC 2]. 

 
Only one course used to complete this requirements may be used to satisfy CSU General 
Education Breadth AREA D or IGETC Area 4. 

3-6 units 
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(6) Complete the following if needed to bring total to 45 transferable semester units: 
• Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology [CAN ANTH 4].  Or 
• Principles of Macroeconomics [CAN ECON 2].  Or 
• Child, Family, and Society [CAN FCS 24].  Or 
• Introduction to Ethics [CAN PHIL 4].  Or 
• Introduction to Social Work and Social Welfare. 

0-5 units 

Total Semester Units Required for Statewide LDTP Pattern 45-57 Units 
 
 
 
   
 
 



 
 

 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

CSU Bakersfield Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
This campus does not have a major, concentration, or option in Social Work. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

CSU Channel Islands Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
This campus does not have a major, concentration, or option in Social Work. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

CSU Chico Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
In addition to the statewide pattern, the following is the CSU Chico campus-specific pattern: 
 

Campus-Specific Pattern 
(1) If necessary, complete additional coursework to bring total to 60 transferable semester units. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

CSU Dominguez Hills Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
This campus does not have a major, concentration, or option in Social Work. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 
CSU East Bay Campus-Specific Pattern 

 
This campus does not have a major, concentration, or option in Social Work. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

CSU Fresno Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
In addition to the statewide pattern, the following is the CSU Fresno campus-specific pattern for the B.A. in 
Social Work: 
 

Campus-Specific Pattern Semester Unit 
Requirement 

(1) If not taken as part of the statewide pattern complete the following: 
• A course that articulates with [CSUF SWRK 20], Introduction to Social Work - A 

course that covers social, economic, political, historical, and philosophic components 
in development of social welfare and social work in western society. 

 
0-3 units 

(2) If necessary, complete additional coursework from the following to bring total to 60 transferable 



 
 

 

semester units: 
• A course that articulates with [CSUF ANTH 2], Introduction to Cultural Anthropology.  Or 
• A course that articulates with [CSUF ECON 50], Introduction to Macroeconomics.  Or 
• A course that articulates with [CSUF CFS 31], Child, Family, and Society.  Or 
• A course that articulates with [CSUF PHIL 20], Introduction to Ethics.  Or 
• A course that articulates with [CSUF HIST 12], US History, 1865 to present.  Or 
• A course that articulates with [CSUF ECON 40], Introduction to Microeconomics.  Or 
• A course that articulates with [CSUF ECON 25], Introduction to Economics - A course that 

surveys the development of economic ideas and theories in the context of economic history with 
an introduction to contemporary economic issues and policy controversies.  Or 

• A course that articulates with [CSUF HS 90], Contemporary Health Issues - A course that covers 
the significance of basic health problems applicable to the young adult and to society.  Or 

• A course that articulates with [CSUF SPAN 1B or higher], a course in at least high beginning level 
Spanish.  Or 

• A course that articulates with [CSUF HMONG 1B], Basic Hmong - a Southeast Asian Language (e.g. 
A beginning course in spoken Hmong that covers listening comprehension and oral practice, basic 
grammar, vocabulary, and traditions and lifestyle of the speakers of the language).  Or 

• A course that articulates with [CSUF GERON 10S], The Journey of Adulthood: Planning a 
Meaningful Life - A course that covers theories, concepts, perspectives, and the study of aging: 
psychological, physiological, cultural, and ethnic issues fundamental to planning a meaningful life during 
the journey of adulthood.  Or 

• A course that articulates with [CSUG GERON 18 or WS 18], Women and Aging - An interdisciplinary 
course that facilitates the understanding of older women and the physiological, psychological, and social 
aspects of the aging process.  Or 

• A course that articulates with [CSUF WS 10], Introduction to Women’s Studies - An 
interdisciplinary course that introduces the major social, cultural, economic, and political forces which 
define gender in society.  Or 

• Courses in Asian American Studies, Chicano and Latin American Studies, Africana and 
American Indian Studies- examining the values and social organization, historical, social, economic, 
and political experiences of these groups in the United States. 

 
Do not take units in work experience while enrolled in the community college. 

 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 
CSU Fullerton Campus-Specific Pattern 

 
Social Work Is a concentration within the Sociology program at CSU Fullerton.  Please refer to the Sociology 
LDTP Pattern. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

Humboldt State University Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
In addition to the statewide pattern, the following is the Humboldt State University campus-specific pattern: 
 

Campus-Specific Pattern 
(1) If necessary, complete additional coursework to bring total to 60 transferable semester units. 
 
Recommended Coursework: 
• Complete one of the following: 

o A course that articulates with [HSU NAS 104], Introduction to Native American Studies.  Or 
o A course that articulates with [HSU ES 105], Introduction to US Ethnic Studies. 

• Complete one of the following: 



 
 

 

o A course that articulates with [HSU HIST 110], United States History to 1877.  Or 
o A course that articulates with [HSU HIST 111], United States History from 1877. 

• A course that articulates with [HSU PSCI 110], American Government. 
• A course that articulates with [HSU SW 255], Beginning Social Work Experience. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

CSU Long Beach Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
In addition to the statewide pattern, the following is the CSU Long Beach campus-specific pattern for the B.A. in 
Social Work: 
 

Campus-Specific Pattern Semester Unit 
Requirement 

(1) If not taken as part of the statewide pattern, complete the following: 
• A course that articulates with [CSULB ANTH 120], Introduction to Cultural 

Anthropology. 

 
0-3 units 

(2) If necessary, complete additional coursework to bring total to 60 transferable semester units.   
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

CSU Los Angeles Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
In addition to the statewide pattern, the following is the CSU Los Angeles campus-specific pattern: 
 

Campus-Specific Pattern Semester Unit 
Requirement 

(1) If not taken as part of the statewide pattern complete the following: 
• A course that articulates with a second semester of expository writing that 

emphasizes exposition, research, and critical thinking, typically called “Writing 
and Critical Thinking” (as opposed to “Literature and Composition”). 

 
0-3 units 

 

(2) If necessary, complete additional coursework to bring total to 60 transferable semester units. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

California Maritime Academy Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
This campus does not have a major, concentration, or option in Social Work. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

CSU Monterey Bay Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
In addition to the statewide pattern, the following is the CSU Monterey Bay campus-specific pattern: 
 

Campus-Specific Pattern Semester Unit 
Requirement 

(1) If not taken as part of the statewide pattern complete the following: 
• Courses that articulate with Second-language courses up to the third-level of 

the same language. 

 
0-12 units 



 
 

 

(2) If necessary, complete additional coursework to bring total to 60 transferable semester units. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 
CSU Northridge Campus-Specific Pattern 

 
The Sociology LDTP details the CSU Northridge Social Work option.   
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

Cal Poly Pomona Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
In addition to the statewide pattern, the following is the Cal Poly Pomona campus-specific pattern: 
 

Campus-Specific Pattern Semester Unit 
Requirement 

(1) If not taken as part of the statewide pattern complete all of the following: 
• Courses that articulate with [CPP ENG 105 and PHL 202], Critical Thinking.  And 
• A course that articulates with [CPP STA 120], Statistics with Application.  And 
• A course that articulates with [CPP SOC 201], Principles of Sociology I.  And 
• A course that articulates with [CPP SOC 202], Principles of Sociology II.  And 
• A course that articulates with [CPP PSY 202], Introduction to Psychology.  And 
• A course that articulates with [CPP BHS 205], a lower-division course in 

research methods in the behavioral sciences that uses primarily non-
experimental methods. 

 
0-6 units 
0-3 units 
0-3 units 
0-3 units 
0-3 units 
0-3 units 

(2) If necessary, complete additional coursework to bring total to 60 transferable semester units. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

CSU Sacramento Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
In addition to the statewide pattern, the following is the CSU Sacramento campus-specific pattern: 
 

Campus-Specific Pattern 
(1) If necessary, complete additional coursework in the Social Sciences to bring total to 60 transferable 

semester units. 
 
Recommended Courses: 
• Coursework that articulates with History courses.  Or 
• Coursework that articulates with Government/Political Science courses.  Or  
• Coursework that articulates with Economics courses.  Or  
• Coursework that articulates with Geography courses.  Or 
• Coursework that articulates with Sociology courses.  Or 
• Coursework that articulates with Psychology courses.  Or 
• Coursework that articulates with Anthropology courses.  Or 
• Coursework that articulates with Women's Studies courses.  Or 
• Coursework that articulates with Human Services courses. 
 
 



 
 

 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

CSU San Bernardino Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
In addition to the statewide pattern, the following is the CSU San Bernardino campus-specific pattern: 
 

Campus-Specific Pattern Semester Unit 
Requirement 

(1) If not taken as part of the statewide pattern complete all of the following: 
• A course that articulates with [CSUSB CJUS 101], Introduction to the Criminal 

Justice System - A descriptive overview of the adult and juvenile justice system, 
from the commission of crimes and offenses through sentencing and appeal 
procedures.  Criminal justice standards and goals and the relationship of the social 
and behavioral sciences to criminal justice will be emphasized.  And 

• A course that articulates with [CSUSB SPAN 150], Intermediate Spanish - 
Emphasis on oral and written competency at the intermediate level in a cultural 
context.  And 

• A course that articulates with [CSUSB SW 200], Introduction to Social Work - An 
introductory survey of social work practice and fields of practice with a review of 
NASW professional code of ethics and social work resources. 

A minimum grade of C is required in courses used to meet these requirements. 

 
0-3 units 

 
 
 
 
 

0-8 units 
 
 

0-3 units 

(2) If necessary, complete additional coursework to bring total to 60 transferable semester units. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

San Diego State University Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
In addition to the statewide pattern, the following is the San Diego State University campus-specific pattern.  
The B.A. in Social Work is an impacted major.  The below information does not represent any guarantee with 
regard to admission nor does it include or replace SDSU’s campus admissions impaction criteria.  Please refer 
to http://www.calstate.edu/AR/impactioninfo.shtml for SDSU’s impaction criteria. 
 

Campus-Specific Pattern Semester Unit 
Requirement 

(1) If not taken as part of the statewide pattern, complete all of the following: 
• A course that articulates with [SDSU ECON 101], Principles of Economics - 

(macro) Principles of economic analysis, economic institutions, and issues of public 
policy.  Emphasis on macroanalysis including national income analysis, money and 
banking, business cycles, and economic stabilization.  And 

• A course that articulates with [SDSU SWORK 110], Social Work Fields of 
Service - Fields of services in which social workers perform professional roles.  
Focus on social work approach to intervention in practice and policy arenas.  And 

• A course that articulates with [SDSU SWORK 120], Introduction to Social Work 
and Social Welfare - Orientation to field of social work.  Develop understanding of 
social work principles, goals, values, and methods thorough readings and class 
discussion.  And 

• A course that articulates with [SDSU P H 101], Introduction to Public Health - A 
course that covers epidemics, environment, and community health challenges, 
including educational, political, environmental, regulatory, and organizational factors 
that support health of population groups and communities. 

 
0-3 units 

 
 

0-3 units 
 
 
 

0-3 units 
 
 
 

0-3 units 

(2) The Social Work major is a Liberal Arts and Sciences degree and requires students 
to meet the following language requirement:  
• Competency (successfully completing the third college semester or fifth 

college quarter - or equivalent) is required in one foreign language. 

 
 

0-12 units 

(3) If necessary, complete additional coursework to bring total to 60 (but not more than 70) transferable 
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semester units.  Coursework not taken at the community college must be completed at SDSU.   
 
Recommended Coursework:  
• [SDSU PHIL 101], Introduction to Ethics. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

San Francisco State University Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
This agreement is for advising purposes only.  Social Work is an impacted major at SF State and has 
supplemental admission criteria.  For more information about the major and admission requirements visit 
www.sfsu.edu/~socwork/ or call (415) 338-1003 or 1005.  In addition to the statewide pattern, the following is the 
San Francisco State University campus-specific pattern:  
 

Campus-Specific Pattern Semester Unit 
Requirement 

(1) If not taken If not taken as part of the statewide pattern, complete all of the following: 
• A course that articulates with [SFSU ENG 114], College Composition, 1st 

semester – Training in expository- argumentative composition, emphasizing work on 
clear and effective sentences and the organization and development of paragraph and 
essay.  And  

• A course that articulates with [SFSU ENG 214], College Composition and 
Literature, 2nd semester – Expository- argumentative composition and critical reading 
skills through the study of literature; special attention to logic, style, and rhetoric.  A 
minimum grade of C is necessary in courses used to meet this requirement.  And 

• A course that articulates with [SFSU ECON 100], Introduction to Macroeconomics 
– A course that covers topics in basic economic methodology, analysis, and policy; 
economic institutions, organizations, and industrial structure; the monetary system; 
measurement, determination, and stability of national income; monetary, fiscal, and 
balance of payments problems and policies. 

 
0-3 units 

 
 
 

0-3 units 
 
 
 

0-3 units 

(2) If necessary, complete additional coursework to bring total to 60 transferable semester units.
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

San José State University Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
In addition to the statewide pattern, the following is the San José State University campus-specific pattern for 
the BA in Social Work:  
 

Campus-Specific Pattern Semester Unit 
Requirement 

(1) If not taken as part of the statewide pattern, complete courses from the following to 
bring total up to 60, and not more than 70 transferable semester units: 
• A course that articulates with [SJSU ENGL 001B], Composition 2, or an equivalent 

2nd Semester English Composition course approved for IGETC Area 1B.  A minimum 
grade of C or higher is required in courses used to meet this requirement.  And 

• Physical Activity.  Two units taken in at least two different activities.  And 
• A course that articulates with [SJSU STAT 095], Elementary Statistics.  And 
• A course that articulates with [SJSU BIOL 021], Human Biology. 

 
 

0-3 units 
 
 

0-2 units 
0-3 units 
0-3 units 

(2) If necessary, complete additional coursework to bring total to 60 transferable semester units. 
 
 



 
 

 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
This campus does not have a major, concentration, or option in Social Work 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

CSU San Marcos Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
This campus does not have a major, concentration, or option in Social Work. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 

Sonoma State University Campus-Specific Pattern 
 
This campus does not have a major, concentration, or option in Social Work. 
 
 

Social Work 
LOWER-DIVISION TRANSFER PATTERN 
CSU Stanislaus Campus-Specific Pattern 

 
This campus does not have a major, concentration, or option in Social Work. 
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