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MEMORANDUM

Allison Jones

Code: AA 2010-01

TO:

FROM:

CSU Directors

AllisonG. Jones
Assistant Vice Chancellor, Student Academic Support

SUBJECf: Financial Aid - 2010-11 Cost ofAttendance Allowances

The California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) has adopted student expense budgets,
Attachment A, for use by the Commission for 2010-11 Cal Grant programs. The budget
allowances are based on statewide averages from the 2006-07 Student Expenses and Resources
Survey (SEARS) data and adjusted to 2010-11 with the forecasted changes in the California
Consumer Price Index (CPI) produced by the Department of Finance.

Attachment B reflects the 2010-11 Recommended Standard Student Budget Ranges for the
California State University. These ranges were calculated using the 2006-07 SEARS data for CSU
campuses and adjusted to 2010-11 based on the California CPI changes from 2006-07 through
2010-11 projections.

In order to determine the appropriate cost of attendance allowances for its students, each campus is
encouraged to conduct regular assessments of expenses reasonably incurred by students in its
immediate geographic area. The information reported in SEARS may also assist campuses in
reviewing expenses for their students. Campuses may also consider consulting with neighboring
postsecondary institutions to develop comparable budget standards. A copy of appropriate
d.ocumentation development of student cost of attendance allowances should be retained
in files for potential review by auditors and program reviewers.
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CALIFORNIA STUDENT AID COMMISSION
2010-11 Student Expense Budgets

ALLO NCE WITH PARENTS
ON CAMPUS

HOUSING
OFF CAMPUS

HOUSING

TUITION
AND FEES'

ACTUAL INSTITUTIONAL CHARGES

$1,620 PER ACADEMIC YEAR

$ 488 I MO

$ 4,392/YR
ACTUAL

INSTITUTIONAL

CHARGES4

BOOKS

AND SUPPLIES2

FOOD3

Per Month:
Per Year:

HOUSINGS

Per Month:
Per Year:

TRANSPORTATION6

Per Month:
Per Year:

$
$

INCLUDED
IN ABOVE

107 I MO
963/YR

I
I

$
$

81/MO
729/YR

I
I

$ 390 I MO

$ 3,510/YR

$ 830 I MO
$ 7,470/YR

$ 120 I MO
$ 1,080/YR

PERSONAL I MISC7

Per Month:
Per Year:

CHILD I DEPENDENT
CARE

I LOAN FEES

$ 342/MO $ 250/MO $ 313/MO
$ 3,078/YR $ 2,250/YR $ 2,817/YR

REASONABLE EXPENSES WITH A.DEQUATE
DOCUMENTATION PROVIDED BY THE STUDENT,

DEPENDING UPON AGE AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN

FOR STUDENT LOAN BORROWERS, ACTUAL OR
AVERAGE LOAN ORIG·INATION AND INSURANCE FEES

TOTAL, Excluding

Allowances based on
actual institutional charges

Per Month:
Per Year:

$ 1,117 I MO

$ 10,053/YR
$ 511/MO
$ 4,599/YR

$ 1,833/MO
$ 16,497/YR

manaatolry fees.Includes

2 The DreaKao,~n

NOTE: The expense
of California, vCUlIlUllllCl

2006-07 Student and Resources
date are from the 2003-04 SEARS, en.".Y"::"',",,",

and

bus



AA-2010-01
ATTACHMENT B

THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY

2010-2011 Recommended Standard Student Budget Ranges

STANDARD STUDENT
BUDGET RANGES

NINE MONTHS (Academic Year)

CSAC
Standard

With Parents
CSU

Minimum
CSU

Maximum

On-Campus Housin

CSAC I CSU CSU
Standard Minimum Maximum

Off-Campus

CSAC I CSU
Standard Minimum Maximum

$4,392

963
3,078
1,620

(1) Kepr'eserlts

(3,510) (3,324) - (3,846)
(7,470) (6,840) - (8,568)

$4,392 - $4,392 (1) Actual Amount $10,980 $10,164 - $12,414

534 - 1,224 (4) 729 486 - 1,140 1,080 606 - 1,188
1,488 - 3,120 2,250 1,242 - 2,934 2,817 1,392 - 2,898
1,200 - 1,704 1,620 1,200 - 1,704 1,620 1,200 1,704

, Actual Amount Actual Amount Actual Amount
Reasonable expenses with adequate documentation based on the number and ages of student's dependents.

(390) (369) (427)
(830) (760) - (952)

$488 $488 - $488 Actual Amount $1,220 $1,129 $1,379

107\ 59 - 136 81 54 -I 127 120 67 132
342 165 347 250 138 - 326 313 155 322

$937 $713 $971 $331 $192 - $453 $1,653 $1,351 - $1,833

and basic expenses which the parents continue to provide while the student lives at home with parents and the student's
from home.

LU\JO-,LU\J/ SEARS data; separate allowances for food and housing (adjusted for inflation) are shown in parentheses.

adjusted to a 21-meal per week basis. If less than a nine-month contract, an adjustment of up to $488 or a fraction thereof
dependent students.

aOJlus'tm-ent up the standard off-campus allowance per month or a fraction thereof may be made for independent students.

(3)

ReprE~sents all()wc:lnc:e for student's transportation to and from classes and work (bus fare, gasoline, tolls, parking, etc.) Does not include vehicle
or license fees.

KeprE~sents all()Wlan(~e for student's transportation to and from classes and work (bus fare, gasoline, tolls, parking, etc.) and transportation between residence
permanent residence. Does not include vehicle payments, insurance, repairs, or license fees.


