Glossary of SFX-Related Terms

This page is excerpted, with permission,  from the “Terminology” section of Miriam Blake’s “Implementation of the OpenURL and the SFX Architecture in the Production Environment of a Digital Library” 1.  

One of the biggest difficulties in initial implementation was learning the new terminology that surrounds SFX and the linking technologies it embodies.  The following terms are used in conjunction with the description of SFX:

Source:  the information source where the user begins, such as a citation database or journal article with references.  The metadata which SFX acts upon generally comes from the source.  An SFX source must have implemented OpenURL.  Note that a source, such as a database, can also be a target.

Services/Extended services  Options, decided by each library/SFX installation, which are presented to the user after they click an SFX Button.  These can include an option to retrieve a full-text article, search any one of the author names in another database, do a web search for words from the source citation, do a document delivery request, etc.

Target:  Where the user ends up after clicking on one of the services – the full-text article, a web page, a document request form, etc.  Targets in the SFX database are databases, journal publishers or any other “parent” level record that includes information universal to all objects associated with that target, such as the publisher website URL.

Objects:  Items in the SFX database, such as a specific record for a journal.

Object portfolio  The collection of linkages and services for each object and target, such as “getFullText” or “getAuthor.”  In combination with the threshold, the portfolio determines which services will be offered for each source record.

Thresholds:  Limitations for a specific object.  For example, the starting date, volume, and issue for accessing the electronic version of a journal, as well as required information needed to construct the “link-to” syntax URL, are all part of the threshold information.

1  Blake, M. (2002, February).  Implementation of the OpenURL and the SFX architecture in the production environment of a digital library.  Paper presented at the 11th Biennial Conference and Exhibition of the Victorian Association for Library Automation,  Melbourne, Australia.  
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