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Latino Students in the California State University System
During the past 14 years, the number of Latino students attending the CSU has more than doubled.  During that same interval, non-Latinos grew by just 20 percent.  With a headcount of nearly 100,000 in fall 2007, Latino students now represent 23 percent of all CSU enrollments.  In fall 1993, the comparable percentage was 15 percent.  Nearly half of all the growth the CSU experienced since fall 1993 has been attributable to the increasing numbers of Latino students.

Much of the Latino growth at the CSU is driven by demography.  For example, the number of Latino public high school graduates in California grew by 75 percent between 1992-93 and 2005-06.  Because this youthful segment has expanded faster than other segments, there are higher percentages of Latinos at the front-end of the CSU pipeline (e.g., undergraduate students) than at the back-end (e.g., graduate students).

Some of the Latino growth at the CSU represents higher college-going rates among Latino high school graduates.  For example, in fall 1993, the percentage of Latino public high school graduates that became CSU freshmen was 6.6 percent; in fall 2005 it was 8.4 percent.   However, the Latino college-going rate still lags behind the system average, 10.9 percent.  The discrepancy is largely a reflection of the lower eligibility rates exhibited by Latino public high school graduates.  Facilitating higher Latino eligibility rates remains a core component of CSU’s outreach efforts.

CSU Total Fall Enrollment

	
	1993
	2007
	Change
	% Change

	Latino
	47,843
	99,807
	51,964
	108.6%

	All Others
	277,796
	333,210
	55,414
	20.0%

	Total
	325,639
	433,017
	107,378
	33.0%





CSU Ethnic Concentrations

2007 Fall Enrollment
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1993 Fall Enrollment
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The Latino group represents six separate subgroups: Central Americans, Cubans, Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans, South Americans, and those that simply identify as Hispanic or Latino (i.e., Other Latinos).  Mexican Americans represent the largest subgroup and Cubans represent the smallest subgroup.  All the subgroups groups contributed to the overall gain in Latino enrollments. As the largest group, Mexican Americans contributed the most to the gain.

	Fall Enrollment 2007
	 
	 
	 
	Degrees Granted 2006-07
	 

	Ethnic Group
	Undergraduate 
	Post-Baccalaureate Or Graduate
	Total 
	Percent
	 
	Bachelor's
	Master's or Doctorate
	Bachelor's Masters or Doctorate
	Percent

	Mexican American
	62,210 
	9,400 
	71,610 
	16.5%
	 
	10,449 
	1,931 
	12,380 
	13.9%

	Other Latino
	16,114 
	1,742 
	17,856 
	4.1%
	 
	2,229 
	361 
	2,590 
	2.9%

	Central American
	4,511 
	984 
	5,495 
	1.3%
	 
	979 
	231 
	1,210 
	1.4%

	South American
	1,934 
	646 
	2,580 
	0.6%
	 
	471 
	133 
	604 
	0.7%

	Puerto Rican
	1,156 
	223 
	1,379 
	0.3%
	 
	224 
	59 
	283 
	0.3%

	Cuban
	732 
	155 
	887 
	0.2%
	 
	131 
	37 
	168 
	0.2%

	Total Latino
	86,657 
	13,150 
	99,807 
	23.0%
	 
	14,483 
	2,752 
	17,235 
	19.4%

	All Others
	271,874 
	61,336 
	333,210 
	77.0%
	 
	56,404 
	15,411 
	71,815 
	80.6%

	Grand Total
	358,531 
	74,486 
	433,017 
	100.0%
	 
	70,887 
	18,163 
	89,050 
	100.0%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Fall Enrollment 1993
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Degrees Granted 1992-93
	 

	Ethnic Group
	Undergraduate 
	Post-Baccalaureate Or Graduate
	Total 
	Percent
	 
	Bachelor's
	Master's 

or Joint Doctorate
	Bachelor's Masters or Doctorate
	Percent

	Mexican American
	30,843 
	4,338 
	35,181 
	10.8%
	 
	4,445 
	575 
	5,020 
	7.4%

	Other Latino
	4,712 
	828 
	5,540 
	1.7%
	 
	910 
	157 
	1,067 
	1.6%

	Central American
	3,043 
	357 
	3,400 
	1.0%
	 
	395 
	33 
	428 
	0.6%

	South American
	2,093 
	456 
	2,549 
	0.8%
	 
	382 
	65 
	447 
	0.7%

	Puerto Rican
	521 
	144 
	665 
	0.2%
	 
	61 
	14 
	75 
	0.1%

	Cuban
	393 
	115 
	508 
	0.2%
	 
	46 
	12 
	58 
	0.1%

	Total Latino
	41,605 
	6,238 
	47,843 
	14.7%
	 
	6,239 
	856 
	7,095 
	10.4%

	All Others
	220,887 
	56,909 
	277,796 
	85.3%
	 
	49,119 
	11,859 
	60,978 
	89.6%

	Grand Total
	262,492 
	63,147 
	325,639 
	100.0%
	 
	55,358 
	12,715 
	68,073 
	100.0%
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The annual number of Latino degree recipients also has grown substantially since 1993.  It has more than doubled, rising from 7,095 to 17,235.  Latinos now represent 19.4 percent of all CSU degrees conferred.  Most of the increase was due to greater numbers Latino undergraduates attaining bachelor’s degrees.  Over the last 14 years, the annual number rose from 6,239 to 14,483.   
Eventual Graduation Rates for Successive Cohorts of New Undergraduates at the CSU
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Note:
Eventual Graduation rates were derived by summing the six-year graduation rate plus the continuation rate for those still enrolled six years after matriculation. Historical data have confirmed that this estimate is an excellent surrogate measure for the percentage of students that will eventually graduate.  
The trend in the number of CSU degrees conferred to Latinos is naturally related to the trend in enrollments.  It is also linked to graduation rates.  Historically, Latino undergraduates have had below average graduation rates, thus the number of degrees conferred to Latinos has often been lower than desired number.  This situation is, however changing.  Graduation rates are improving for all groups and the Latino gap is closing.  Among freshmen that entered the CSU in fall 1975, for example, the eventual graduation rate for Latinos was 9 percentage points less that the system-wide average (31% vs. 40%); among freshmen that entered the CSU in fall 2000, the eventual graduation rate for Latinos was just 4.5 percentage points less than the system-wide average (52.9% vs. 57.4%).  More importantly, perhaps, is the fact that the eventual graduation rate for both Latinos and the system is higher than 50 percent, the current norm for moderately selective universities (i.e., institutions with an average SAT score of 1050 for incoming freshmen).  

In the past, there also has been a Latino gap in eventual graduation rates among community college transfers (the majority enter the CSU as upper division students).  At times, the difference between Latinos and the system-wide average has been as much as 10 percentage points.  But the gap has essentially disappeared.  For the last eight successive cohorts of new community college transfers, the eventual graduation rate for Latinos has been on par with the system-wide average.  The current rates are 71.2 percent for Latinos and 71.9 percent for the system.  

The improvement in the eventual graduation rate for undergraduates appears to cut across all the six Latino subgroups.  When we compare rates between students that entered in fall 1995 and fall 2005, only one of the 12 contrasts shows a drop in the rate.  Cuban Americans have the highest rate among those that entered the CSU as first-time freshmen (FTF), and Central Americans have the highest rates among those that entered the CSU as community college transfers (CCC).

Eventual Graduation Rates for Latino Subgroups at the CSU
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Note:
Eventual Graduation rates were derived by summing the six-year graduation rate plus the continuation rate for those still enrolled six years after matriculation. Historical data have confirmed that this estimate is an excellent surrogate measure for the percentage of students that will eventually graduate.  

In contrast to system-wide averages, the South American and Cuban subgroups currently have higher-than average eventual graduation rates for new freshman cohorts; and the Central American, South American, and Mexican American have higher than average rates for new transfer cohorts.
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