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2008-09 Budget Requests
The state budget proposed by Governor Schwarzenegger on January 10 reduces funding to the California State University by a total of $386.1 million.  This reduction includes a direct cut $312.9 million and fails to fund $73.2 million necessary to avoid raising student fees by 10 percent for the 2008-09 academic year.
CSU is requesting that the legislature consider both the direct and long term impact these cuts will have on the nation’s largest higher education system.

Restore Access to 10,000 Students

The CSU serves over 450,000 students where one in five are first generation students, four of five students have jobs, the average age of undergraduates is 24, and 54 percent of CSU students are students of color. The proposed budget reduction – which comes in addition to $522 million in funding cuts between 2002 and 2005 – means that CSU will be unable to provide access to 10,000 qualified students.  All CSU campuses have closed enrollment for first time freshmen as of March 1.  

The negative budget impact on student access would fall disproportionately on students from underrepresented communities, erasing recent gains made in college enrollment by students from these communities.  For 2008, freshman applications to CSU for Latinos are up by 21 percent and African Americans by 11 percent over previous years.  

Protect California’s Economic Future 

At the CSU’s current rate of economic return, the proposed budget cuts to CSU would remove more than $1 billion from the state’s economy as California leaders grapple with an ongoing budget deficit.  

Considered the “economic engine” of California, the CSU returns $4.41 to the California economy for every $1.00 invested by the state.  In addition, the CSU plays a major role in the state’s workforce in the areas of nursing, teaching, agriculture, business, public administration, and technology.  It graduates 90,000 students each year, including 87 percent of education graduates, 64 percent of nurses, 65 percent of business professionals, 82 percent of those involved in public administration, and more than half of the state’s graduates in agriculture-related fields.  











ACTION ITEMS


Reject the Governor's proposed $312.9 million budget cut





Provide $73.2 million to eliminate need for a $276/student fee increase
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