Department of Black Studies—CSU Long Beach

Information Literacy Assignments

Finding Information

100 level course

Research an African American female literary figure whose work you wish to study in an introduction to literature class
Desired outcome for this assignment

To introduce the learner to the literary world of black feminist thought

 

Evaluating Information

200 level course

For class on ethics, learners will be responsible for submitting a bi-weekly journal comprised of their personal ethical reflections from readings, class discussions and cultural world events
Desired outcome for this assignment

Learners should by now possess an expanding knowledge of the oftentimes subversive nature of discrimination, its hidden agenda and implicit character.
Evaluating Information 

300 level course
Write a seven-page research paper, using 5 online and offline sources on the socio-ethical philosophy of Malcolm X discussing his evolution, the theological basis of his ethics and his ethical approach to struggle.  Critique at least one scholarly and popular source for its accuracy and interpretation given the diverse and often deficient data and interpretations available.
Desired outcome for this assignment

At the 200 level, students are expected to evaluate sources for reliability, usefulness and make a critical distinction between the usefulness and intellectual value of scholarly material and popular material, especially in terms of the standards of evidence and objectivity which govern scholarly work.
Applying Information

400 level course

Develop a research question dealing with an aspect of one of the major genres of African American music (spirituals, blues, jazz, rhythm & blues, and rap), locate 10 sources (half off-line, half on-line: e/books, e/articles, e/magazines, web-sites, etc.), determine (using Afrocentric methodology) which sources are scholarly and which are pop pieces and which sources best help you answer your specific research question. Turn in a short critical review and annotated bibliography (5pg min) for your MID-TERM using the APA or MLA documentation styles. Then write an essay (10 pg min) using the APA or MLA documentation styles and create a PowerPoint presentation/outline (5 minute min) based on your research employing both the audio and visual capabilities of PowerPoint software.   
Desired outcome for this assignment

The seniors have to turn in a review of literature (using APA or MLA) prior to writing a longer, more critical research paper (using APA or MLA). They are also expected to demonstrate (1) their proficiency in the latest research methods; (2) their familiarity with the literature/material on their research topic; and (3) their mastery of the proper documentation styles. Unlike the juniors the seniors have to present their ideas/interpretations on one of the major genres of African American music using PowerPoint. 
