
THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
0-e of the Chancellor 

400 Golden Shore 
Long Reach, California 90802-4275 

(213) WI-5501 

Date: February 19, 1988 

To: Presidents A 

From: W. Ann Reynolds 
Chancellor 

LQ 
Subject: Approved Alternative Programs for Completing the Comprehensive Pattern of Collegiate 

Freparatory Subjects - Executive _@ier No. 521 

The Eosrd of Trustees adopted in May 1987 revised criteria for the admission of undergraduate 
transfer applicants. The implementing resolution amended Tide 5, California Adminismtive 
Code, Seaions 40601,40803,40803.1,40804,40804.1, and 40805. Undergraduate transfer 
admission requireme nts now include satisfactory completion of the comprehensive pattern of 
college preparamy subjects delined for firs-time freshman applicants or an a&native program 
detemined by the Chancellor to be equivaknt. 

Exmtive Order 521 (attached) establishes approved ahemative programs for each subject in 
the high school college prepamtory course pattern as well 88 the entire course pattern. These 
“alternative programs” include individual courses, examkations, and canpktion of at least 
3osem*lterunitsapplicableMvardCSUgencraleducationortransfercurriculumrrquiremnts. 
The Executive Order hrcorporates earlkr approved alternative programs for completing 
requirements in English and madmmatics and adds alternative programs for the other subjects 
included in the pattern. 

Only applicants not meehng the subject req +shrhighschoolaresubjccttothe“altemative 
program” provisions. Such alternative program(s) must be completed prior to transfer. 

PleascnottthatExtcutveOrder521addresses~ythe“aplnovedaltenrati\repmgram”phraPe 
of the cited sections of Tide 5. Other features of the mukrgmduate transfer admission criteria 
as stipukted in Tide 5 do not require an hnplementing Executive Order. If you have further 
questions, pkase call Dr. Charles W. Lindahl at (213) 590-5545 or ATSS 8-635-5545. 
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Dktrihution: Vice President, Academic Affairs 
Vice PresidentG)eans, Student Affairs 
Chairs, Campus Academic Senates/Councils 
Deans/Directors, Admissions and Records 
Admissions Officers 
RCgiStrars 

Dii, Relations with Schools 
Public Information Officers 
L.cgislative Analyst 
Chancellor’s Office Staff 



Executive Order No. 521 

THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Offlce of the Chancellor 

408 Golden Shore 
Long Beach, California 90802-4275 

Executive Order No.: 

Title: 

Effective Date: 

521 

Approved Alternative Programs for Completing the Comprehensive Pattern 
of Collegiate Pmpamtory Subjects 

February 19, 1988 

supersedes: No previous Executive Order 

ThisExecutiveOrdcrisissucdpursuanttoSections40803,40803,1,40804,40804,1,and40805ofTide5 
0ftheCaliforniaStateAdministrativeCodeandSectionslaadZofChapter~oftheStandingOrders 
oftbc~ofTnudees.~aplnovcd~prognuasofthisExecutivcorderwill~bc~~~ 
with appiicaticms for admission to the winter quarter 1989. 

undggraduatctransferadmission rqkmems inch& sdsfauory completion of the wmprekmive pattern 
ofw~preparatory~dcfincdforfirst-timfrtshmanaprplicamsoraoaltemat*c~~ 
by the Chancellor to be equivalent. The “akemative program” provision applies to appkants not meeting 
the subject requirements in high school. Undergraduate transfer applicants missing sobjezts in tbe 
comprehensive pattern must comphe the missing subjects before transfer by completing an approved 
alternative program. 

I. Lower Division Applhnta 

Undergmdwte transfer applicants witi fewer than 56 semester onits of transferable college credit 
who have not completed tbe subject requirements may do so in any of the following ways: 

A. All Suhjeets in the Comprcbawive Pattern 

(1) Completing appropriate courses with a C or better in adult school or high school summer 
sessions. 

(2) Comple-ting appropriate courses in college with a C or better. One course of three semester 
(or four quarter) units will be considered eqoivalent to one year of high school study. 

B. English 

The requirement may be satisfied by: 
(1) Earning a 3,4, or 5 on the Advanced Placement English Language and Composition or 

English Litenture and Composition examinations; or 

(2) Earning a 550 or bet&r on the CEEB Achievement Test in English Composition or 
Literature; or 

(3) Completing a baccalaureate coorse that meets the CSU General Education-Breadth 
requirement in written communication in English; or 
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Executive Order No. 521 

(4) Earning a CSU English Equivalency E xaminadon score that qualities a student for exemption 
from the English Placement Test. 

C . Mathematics 

The rquirement may be satisfied by: 
(1) Completing a bate cMlrsewithaCorbearrthatmeetstheCSUGeneralEducatoa- 

Breadth requirement in mathematical concepts and quantitative reasoning. The courses 
must be above the level of intermediate. algebra; or 

(2) Earning a 3, 4, or 5 on the Advanced Placement examinations in mathematics (AB or 
BC); or 

(3) Earning a score of 48 or higher on the College Level Examination Program examination 
in introductory Calculus and Analytic Geometry; or 

(4) Earoiog a 520 or better score OIL the CEEB Achievement Test in Mathematics, Level 1, 
or a 540 or better in Mtiematics, Level 2. 

D. U.S. History or U.S. HLstory and Government 

( 1) Completing coursework with a C or better that meets the CSU graduation requirements 
ln United Sta&s history, constitution, and American ideals (Section 40404, Tide 5); or 

(2) Earning a 3, 4, or 5 on the Advanced Placement e xaminiition in American history; or 

( 3 ) Earning a 470 or better score on the CEEB Achievement Test in American history and 
soeial studies. 

E. Laboratory Science 

( 1) Completing a baccalaureate coorse, with laboratory, with a C or bettor that applies to the 
CSU General Education-Breadth re qkrement in the physical universe and its life forms; or 

(2) Earning a 3, 4, or 5 on the Advanced Placement e xaminatlon in biology, chemistry, or 
physics; or 

(3) Earning a 500 or better score on the CEEB Achievement Test in biology, chemistry, or 
physics. 

F. Foreign Language 

The requirement may be satisfied by: 
(1) Earning a 3,4, or 5 on tie Advanced Placement examination in French, German, Latin, 

or Spanish; or 

(2) Earning a 450 or better score on tbe CEEB Achievement Test in French, German, Hebrew, 
Latin, or Spanish. 
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G. Vlual and Performing Arts 

( 1) Earning a 3, 4, or 5 on the Advanced Placement examination in art history, studio art, 
or music: or 

(2) Completing a baccalaureate course with a C or better that applies towards the CSU General 
Education-Breadth requirement in the arts. 

H. Electives 

On a course-by-course basis, one or more years may be satisfied by: 
(1) Completing courses with a C or better in the liberal arts and sciences, or that apply towards 

the CSU General Education-Breadth requirements, beyond those courses listed above; or 

(2) Earning a 3, 4, or 5 on any Advanced Placement examination not listed above; or 

(3) Completing courses with a C or better that apply towards the CSU General Education- 
Breadth requirements. 

ll. Upper Division Applicants 

Undergraduate trausfcr applicants with 56 or more. semestex (84 quarter) units of transferable college 
credit who have not completed the subject requirements may do so in the following ways: 

(1) Complete the missing subjects in ways specified for lower division applicauts; or 

(2) a. 1987 or earlier high school graduates: compkte the CSU genexal education requireme.nts 
in communication in the English language and mathematics; or 

b 1988 and later high school graduates: complete a minimum of 30 semester (45 q-r) 
units to be chosen from courses in Bnglish, arts and humanities, social science, science, 
mirl.dnad~ofatleastequlvalaltleveltoca~thatmeetgenetal~ortmnsfer 
curriculum req-. Each student must compkte all CSU general education 
requirements in cormmmication in the English language aud the general education 
requirement in -tics. 

Date: February 19, 1988 
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