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Support for Establishing Standards for International Baccalaureate  
Courses for GE and Transfer Credit 

 
RESOLVED: The Academic Senate of the California State University (ASCSU) support the use of 

International Baccalaureate (IB) courses by high school students as an enriched 
preparation for university work; and be it further 

RESOLVED: That the ASCSU support the development by CSU faculty of systemwide standards for 
acceptance of appropriate IB courses and their associated exams for equivalent 
baccalaureate credit and General Education credit; and be it further 

RESOLVED: That the ASCSU recommend that the systemwide standards for IB acceptance be 
disseminated to the high school community through the campus articulation officers. 

RATIONALE:  The CSU currently accepts by systemwide policy (Executive Order 1036, 
http://www.calstate.edu/eo/EO-1036.html) Advanced Placement (AP) high school 
courses and exams for both university credit and General Education credit subject to 
appropriate standards.  EO 1036 allows for International Baccalaureate courses and 
exams to be treated in a parallel fashion to AP but minimum systemwide standards have 
not been established for IB courses/exams.  This resolution encourages the CSU to 
establish the minimum standards for systemwide acceptance of these courses to create 
workable advising standards for students and counselors so that high schools who offer 
IB courses can earn credit for these rich experiences and have clear view of the 
advantages of these experiences. 

Approved Unanimously – May 7-8, 2009 

http://www.calstate.edu/eo/EO-1036.html




Executive Order No. 1036

12 3 Application of Credits for Standardized External Examinations and
Systemwide Examinations

12.3.1

1.23.2

1.2.3.3

12.3.4

123.5

For their students who enter as freshmen, campuses shall
establish policies specifying whether the credits eamed by
passing standardized external examinations or systemwide
examinations shall be applicable as general education, major,
or elective credits .

For their transfer students who enter with full or partial
certification in GE Breadth, campuses shall honor certifications
that apply credits eamed by passing standardized external
examinations as authorized by CSU policy and set forth in
Section 12.4 of this executive order.

Campuses may establish policies that allow the granting of
additional credits upon matriculation.

Except for International Baccalaureate and Advanced
Placement Tests , no more than 30 semester (45 quarter) total
units of credit shall be applied to the calculation of admission
eligibility nor to the baccalaureate degree on the basis of
passing externally developed tests . Advanced Placement and
International Baccalaureate are excluded from this limit.

The name of the examination, student's score, and credit
eamed shall be identified on the student's academic record .

1.2.4 Procedures for Evaluating Appropriateness of Examinations for
Systemwide Credit

1.2.4.1 The Office of the Chancellor, in consultation with the
Chancellor's General Education Advisory Committee, shall
maintain a list of standardized external examinations and their
appropriateness for systemwide credit.

1.2.4.2 This list shall include passing scores, minimum credits toward
admission eligibility, minimum credits toward the
baccalaureate degree, and, for transfer students seeking general
education certification before matriculation, placement in GE-

. Breadth area .

1.2.43 The Office of the Chancellor, in consultation with the
Chancellor's General Education Advisory Committee, shall be
responsible for publicizing and periodically updating the list of
examinations appropriate for systemwide credit.
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Executive Order No. 1036

Article 2. Credit for Demonstrated Learning, Knowledge, or Skills Acquired
Through Experience

2.1 Designation of Authority

Each campus shall have the discretion to determine whether or not enrolled
students may eam credit toward the baccalaureate for learning, knowledge, or
skills acquired through experience. However, credit for learning, knowledge, or
skills acquired through experience shall not be used in determining eligibility for
admission.

2.2 Conditions of Award of Credit for Demonstrated Learning, Knowledge, or Skills
Acquired Through Experience

Credit for documented learning, skills, and knowledge acquired through
experience shall be subject to the following conditions:

A. The student seeking credit for experiential learning shall be matriculated at the
CSU campus granting credit.

B. The assessment of experientialleaming shall be made in the context of the
institution's mission and degree programs and shall be appropriate to the
applicant's degree objectives.

C . Credit for such experiential learning shall be awarded only when it is
academically creditable and verifiable as higher education credit.

D. Before credit for experiential learning becomes a part of the student 's
academic record, the student shall complete at the undergraduate credit­
granting campus a sufficient number of units to establish evidence of a
satisfactory learning pattern. Decisions about the number of units and
performance level shall be made in accordance with campus procedures.

2.3 Verification and Evaluation of Learning, Knowledge, or Skills Acquired through
Experience

If campus policy permits award of such credit, the experience must be verified
through written examinations, portfolios, personal interviews, demonstrations,
and/or other appropriate means of documentation and must be evaluated in accord
with legitimate academic standards by faculty who are competent in the
appropriate disciplines. Supporting information may be supplied by a field
supervisor and/or employer.
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Executive Order No. 1036

2.4 Application of Credit for Demonstrated Learning, Knowledge, or Skills Acquired
Through Experience

Each campus shall have the discretion to determine the extent to which units
earned for demonstrated learning , knowledge, or skills acquired through
experience shall be applied either as major, general education, or elective credit.
Decisions shall be made according to campus procedures.

2.5 Documentation

2.5.1 The student 's academic record shall include and accurately describe the
evidence and evaluation of demonstrated learning , knowledge, or skills
acquired through experience.

25.2 Credit earned for demonstrated learning, knowledge, or skills acquired
through experience shall be clearly identified in the student's academic
record.

2.5.3 The objectives, policies, procedures, and bases for the awarding of credit
for demonstrated learning, knowledge, or skills acquired through
experience shall be fully described in the campus catalog and web site .

Article 3. Credit for Formal Instruction in NoncoUegiate Settings

3.1 Types of Instruction Approved for the Awarding of Credit

Students shall be granted credit toward admission eligibility and toward the
baccalaureate degree for the following types of formal instruction in non­
collegiate settings:

A. Completion of formal instruction in non-collegiate settings , (either civilian or
military) as recommended by the American Council on Education publication
Guide to the Evaluation ofEducational Experiences in the Arm ed Sen/ices.

B. Lower-division baccalaureate degree credit courses that are comparable to
courses offered on most CSU campuses . (Credit should not be allowed for
occupationally oriented courses designed to enable a student to function only
as a technician.)

C . Upper-division baccalaureate degree credit courses

D. Graduate degree credit courses
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Executive Order No. 1036

3.2 Application of Credit for Formal Instruction in Noncollegiate Settings

32.1 Campuses shall allow the number of units recommended by the Council
in its current publications, Guide to the Evaluation ofEducational
Experience in the Armed Services and the National Guide to Educational
Credit for Training Programs.

3.22 Every effort shall be made to award credit for specific university
coursework and/or category of university degree requirement, as opposed to
elective credit. Campuses are encouraged to use the completion of basic
military training toward satisfaction of Area E in the university's general
education requirements, Title 5, Section 404D5.1. No such exemption,
however, should be granted from health courses required to earn a teacher
credential.

3.23. Each campus shall have the discretion to determine the extent to which
units earned for formal instruction in noncollegiate settings shall be
applied either as major, general education, or elective credit. Decisions
shall be made according to campus procedures.

3.3 Conditions of Award of Credit
Award of such credit shall be subject to the same conditions as those outlined in
Article 122 of this executive order.

3.4 Documentation of Formallnstruction in Noncollegiate Settings

3.4.1 Both the completed military courses and the schools at which the work
was completed must be documented on forms DD214, DD295 , or other
official documents such as the Anny/ACE Registry Transcript System
(AARTS) , SailorlMarine/ACE Registry Transcript (SMART) , Community
College of the Air Force, or United States Coast Guard transcript.

3.42 The objectives, policies, procedures, and bases for the awarding of credit
for documented prior learning shall be fully described in the campus
catalog and web site.

3.4.3 Credit earned for formal instruction in noncoUegiate settings shall be
clearly identified in the student's academic record.

Dated: July 14,2008
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