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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

ND.194 GBS

ACADEMIC SENATE
of

THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGES

T it

T
i

AS-982-78/EP (REV.)
March 2-3, 1978

UPPER DIVISION WRITING REQUIREMENTS
u"' _".

The Board | Pﬁ Trustees of The California State
Universityl and Colleges has adopted a resolution
that "endofses the principle that all students.
entering qh CsSUC after implementation of the
profzcxen idiagnostic examination be required
to demons te their competency with regard to
writing skjills as a requirement for graduation”;
and L

The lmporq@nbe of upper division certification of
student w:Ftang proficiency, as expressed in both
the 1975 Imterim rt of the Task Force on Student
Writing Skiillls and in the May 19 Board of Trustees
resolutzonw as in no way diminished: and

The Chancehl@r 8 Writing Skills Advisory Committee,
after ext csié.ve consideration, has recommended against
the insti siion of a single systemwide CSUC writing
proflcxenc* xamination to meet the graduation require-

ment in wri :‘g skills (see attachment); therefore be

|:~ "
o

That the Aé ic Senate of The California State
Unxverazty¢apd Colleges urge the Chancellor and the
Board of T tees' to support methods other than a
systemw;deé:g r division examination program

to ensure ¢t t CSUC graduates have acceptable
writing abiﬂ:ty. and be it further

That the Acaéeazc Senate CSUC endorse the
Chancelloris' loffice draft communique on
"competency in writing - Graduation Requirement”
as approved By the Chancellor's Writing Skills
Advisory Committee.

ADDROVED UNANIMOUSLY May 4, 1978
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" FINAL RE-DRAFT i ATTACHMENT TO AS-982-78/EP (REV.)
3/21/78

COMPETENCY IN WRITING - GRADUATION REQUIREMENT

' In May 1976 the Board of Trﬁstees adopted a resolution

endorsing "the principlegfhat all students entering CSUC after
implementation of prﬁficﬁe?cy/diagnostic examination be required to
demonstrate their competgn%y with regard to writing skills as a
requirement for graduati§@;* (REP 5-76-4)

During ﬁhe last two?yéars there has been substantial debate
ﬁhrbughout the CSUC syst%@gabout various methods of implementing

" this requirement. Mandaﬁo&j catalog copy‘has announced the imminence

H

ot this reqgirement as: __

=all students guﬁject to degree requirement of

1977=78 and subsequent'general catalogs must |
demonstrate co#petency in writing skills as a
requirement fon graduatlon...

The English Placeme@tg?bst has given information to campuses

and to individuals aboutikﬁtering lower-division students who may

have dlfflculty in meetxaglthls qraduatlon requirement.

In as much as large|numbers of students subject to this require-
ment will continue to- entez the, CSUC system or be moving into the
upper division in Fall 1903, it is necessary to develop plans now to

implement this requizemen;ﬁ

PROGRAM PLANNING

Various systemwide groups, including the Educational Policies
Committee of the Statewide ‘Academic Senate, the CSUC English Council,

the CSUC Student Presidents Association and the Advisory Committee on(

Student Writing Skills, as well as campus faculty and administrators,
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have considered this issue and made recommendations leading to the

following guidelines:

The need for cerﬁification of upper division writing
proficiency is more apparent and important now than

ever before; oo

At this time, theﬁé are persuasive arguments against
imposition of a single systemwide upper division writing
proficiency examip%pion: |

Writing skills prﬁﬁﬁciency requirements for graduation,

‘distinct from lower-division curricula and tests, must

be made known to bt@dents as soon as possible. Certification
should be made 'available for students as they enter the junior
year; and requireueats ideally -should be compléted before
students enter the benlor year,

Attention to the xssue of student writing skills is an all
campus reSPOnSlblllty. Individual campuses may find it
deSLrable, and possrble, for this certification to occur

at the department level including all disciplines. On the
other hand, it mayibe that campuses would prefer to lnstxtute
or reaffirm schoolw:ée and campuswlde certification procedures.
Certification may: rely upon evidence of writing ability as
demonst:ated in w:;%ten coursework, essays, subjective exam-
inations, and similar materials produced by students. It is’
expected that ngesqch measures will be developed to fit local

student needs and campus situations.
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REPORTING AND REVIEW .

Campus programs and;pgocedures adopted should be submitted to
thg Office of Educationa; érograms and Resocurces no later than
November 13; 1978, after?fpll consultation with campus faculty
resource, curricular and e?ucational planning committees. The
Chancellor's Advisory Coﬁm%ttee on Student Writing Skills will
be asked to review these;plans and report on the system's response

to this challenge.
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