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Foreword

The Statistical Abstract, first published in 1971, is prepared
by the Division of Analytic Studies, Office of the Chancellor,
California State University. The Abstract presents statistical
information on all aspects of the California State University
(CSU). It provides a comprehensive historical view of the
system and its member campuses. The last Abstract,
published in April of 2001, described the status of the CSU
to July 2000.  This edition will bring the Abstract series up
to date, with coverage to July 2001.

Information pertaining to enrollment, applications,
educational achievements and progress, and some areas of
instruction are produced by the Division of Analytic Studies.
The Division is also responsible for the design and
production of the Abstract.  Other divisions within the
Chancellor's Office contributing to the preparation of the
Abstract are: Academic Affairs, Business and Finance,
Extended Education, Human Resources, Information
Technology Services, International Programs, and Capital
Planning, Design and Construction.

The Abstract is divided into seven major sections:
Systemwide and Campus Enrollments, Student Profile, New
Students, Academic and Support Programs, Education
Access and Outcomes, Instruction, and Resources. Each
section and/or subsection begins with introductory
narratives, which describe the information presented on
subsequent pages. These opening remarks are generally
followed by one or more graphs that highlight issues or
trends of particular importance to that area of university
activity.

The California State University

The California State University was formed in 1961, when
the 15 existing state colleges were organized as a system
under the supervision of an appointed Board of Trustees and
a systemwide Chancellor. The California State University and
Colleges became the official name of the system in 1972. In
1982 this name was changed to the California State University.

The California State University system is now comprised of
22 campuses with a fall 2000 enrollment of 367,397 students
and teaching force of slightly more than 20,000 faculty. It is
one of the three publicly supported segments of higher
education in the state. San Jose State University, originally
established as a normal school devoted to the preparation of
public school teachers, is the oldest campus in the system.
Founded in 1857, it is the first institution of public higher
education in California. CSU Channel Islands, scheduled to
begin accepting students in fall of 2002, will be the newest
campus in the system.

As the largest senior system of higher education in the nation,
the CSU offers more than 1,600 bachelor's and master's degree
programs in some 240 different subject areas, a variety of
education credential programs, and a fully accredited statewide
nursing curriculum.

All of the current 22 campuses are accredited by the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges. In addition, CSU
campuses have 185 curricular programs accredited by national
professional accrediting agencies.

Achieving academic excellence is a continuing goal of the
system. Through its distinguished faculty, whose primary
responsibility is teaching, the CSU sponsors and supports
innovative educational programs and dedication to the
highest ideals surrounding postsecondary education. While
each campus has its own unique curricular and geographic
character, all offer undergraduate and graduate instruction
for professional and occupational goals as well as broad
liberal education. All campuses require for graduation a
basic program of "General Education-Breadth Requirements"
regardless of the type of bachelor's degree or major field
selected by the student.

The CSU confers over 60,000 degrees annually, which
represents 50 percent of all bachelor's degrees and over 30
percent of the master's degrees granted by California colleges
and universities. Since 1961, more than 2 million degrees
have been conferred by the CSU system.
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