
Subject: D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  G r a d u a t e  Level  I n s t r u c t i o n  

I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1979 t h e  S t a t e w i d e  A c a d e m i c  S e n a t e  e s t a b l i s h e e  
a n  a d  -- h o c  c o m m i t t e e  o n  g r a d u a t e  e d u c a t i o n .  The  commi t t ee  
i n c l u d e d  f a c u l t y ,  g r a d u a t e  d e a n s ,  a V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  
Aczdemic A f f a i r s ,  a n d  C h a n c e l l o r ' s  O f f  ice s t a f f .  I t s  c h a r g e  
w a s  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  m i s s i o n  and g o a l s  o f  q r a d u a t t  e d u c a t i o r ,  i n  
The C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  racornmending modes o f  
i n s t r u c t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h o s e  m i s s i o n s  anZ g o a l s ,  
e v a l u z t i n g  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  g r a t 3 u t e  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
C S i J ,  e x m i n i n g  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d s  i n  s r a d u a t e  e d u c a t i c n ,  ar.C 
r e v i e w i n g  p o s i t i o n  g a p e r s  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  G r a d u a t z  S c h o o l s  
and  c the r  n z t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  ts 
g r a d u a t e  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  CSU. 

I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 1 ,  t h e  s t a t e w i d e  S e n a t e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  
t h e  ad h o c  c o m m i t t e e  and endorsed  t h e  " D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  -- 
G r a d u a t e  L e v e l  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  which a n p e a r e d  a s  P a r t  N o f  t h e  
r e ? o r t .  T h e s e  d e f i n i t i o n s  were d e s i g n e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  a  1979 
recommendat ion  o f  t h e  P r o j e c t  Team o n  Academic Progzams t h a t  
g u i d e l i n e s  o u t l i n i n g  minimal  q u a l i t a t i v e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  
g r a d u a t e  p rograms  b e  developed.  

I n  March o f  1981 ,  t h e  S e n a t e  approved  a s e c o n d  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  
t h i s  area, recommending a r e v i s i o n  i n  T i t l e  5 t o  r e q u i r e  - t h a t  s t u d e n t s  s u c c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e  a t h e s i s ,  p r o j e c t ,  o r  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  exam b e f o r e  t h e  master's d e g r e e  i s  awarded. 

. W e  expect t h i s  r e v i s i o n  t o  T i k l e  5 t o  be p r e s e n t e d  f o r  
a c t i o n  by t h e  Board  o f  T r u s t e e s  i n  November, 1982.  

~istribution: 4'- ;/ ice P r e s i d e n t s  f o r  Academic A f f a i r s  (w/a) 
Geans  o f  G r a d u a t e  S t u d i e s  (w/al 
C h a i r ,  Campus Academic S e n a t e  (w/a 1 
L e g i s l a t i v e  A n a l y s t  (w/a)  
C h a i r ,  S t a t e w i d e  Academic S e n a t e  ( w / a  l 
CSSA L i a i s o n  O f f i c e  ( w / a )  
C h a n c e l l o r ' s  O f f i c e  S t a f f  



-,...= . I # 9  ,a=;;ll:icr.s - .  - o f  G r = r ; , ~ = t t  Lel ;? l  IIIS=Z.IC=:Z?, " ~ : I ~ C T S C :  =y 
- ,:.s - S s z a z e ,  aza  a c = a , - n t k .  Th2y 3 2 ~ : ~  =st2 c ~ r t f l l l l y  
r e v i t w e e ,  a n 2  w t  s t r c n s l : , -  t n 2 c r s c  t:7t:. :Qe kielis7:e ::la= 
c z n 2 u s e s  w i l l  f i 3 6  t hen  u s 2 f x l  226  recm.2er.Z t 5 z t  t h + y  k t  
c c r . s i d e r e d  and  ~ & 2 p t t d ,  a s  a p g r c g r i a t s ,  t o  t h s  n e & s  o f  ezck 
c a x 9 u s .  The "3ef i n i t i o n s "  ~ r t  c e z e r a l  g u i 6 t l i n e s  x h i c k  
s h o u l d  Se c o n s i Z e r e d  a s  a who le  Sy i n 2 F v i d c a l  d e ? z = t ~ e c = s  
when d e v e l o g i n s  new proqrarns  2nd r e v i e w i x g  e - x i s t i n g  o n e s .  . - .  'ru's s x 2 e c t  t h a t  cse o f  t S e s a  g u i d e l i 2 e s  w r l ~  l e a &  t o  a?. 
i ~ ~ r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  g r a d u a t e  e d u c z t i o n  i n  Ths 
C a l i f o r n i a  S t k t 2  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  w e  a ? s r e c i a t e  t h e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of t h e  -- ad hoc  c c r r m i t t s e  a n 2  t h s  AcaZsmic 
S e n a t e  i n  t h e i r  deve lopmen t .  

A t t a c h m e n t  



. . 1. I= i s  z s s c n e 5  c h z t  s z : c t ~ . t s  W ~ O  z z z 3 1 1  i n  
s r z d n a z t  c o u r s z s  g o s s z s  s: 

.. . 
a .  M a = ~ r i t y ,  r e s ? c n s l = i l i = y ,  and s c h o l a r l y  

i n t e ~ r i t y  approgri+:e ta s y ~ d y  keyon2 t h e  
b a c c a l a u r e a t e  l e v e l .  

b. A broaci base o f  kncwlec',qe, u s a e l l y  
r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e .  

c. Competence i n  t h e  s s e c i f i e d  f i e l 2 ,  u s u a l l y  
r e p r e s e n t e d  by a s u b s t m t i a l  bo2y 'of upper  
d i v i s i o n  s t u d y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  i n  a c l o s e l y  
r e l a t e d  f i e l d .  

d .  A cbmmand o f  b a s i c  t e c h n i q u e s  a n 6  s k i l l s  
e s s e n t i a l  f o r  indz2enden t, s e l f  - 5 i r e c t e d  
s*dy i n  t h e  f i e l z .  

2. The  g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e  d e s l s  w i t h  more complex 
i d e a s ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  t e c h n i q u e s  o r  p rob lems  t h a n  t h e  
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e ,  a n d  demands s e a r c h i n g  a n d  
e x h a u s t i v e  a n a l y s i s .  

3. The g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e  r e q u i r e s :  

a. The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  i n v e s t i g z t i o n  o f  
t h e o r y  o r  p r i n c i p l e .  

b. The a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e o r y  t o  new i d e a s ,  
p rob lems ,  and materials. 

c. E x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  a n d  o t h e r  
r e s o u r c e  materials w i t h  e r q h a s i s  o n  p r i m a r y  
s o u r c e s  o f  d a t a .  - 

d .  Demons t ra t ion  o f  competence  i n  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  i n a e p e n d e n t  
s t u d y  . 

4 .  S a t i s f a c t o r y  comple t ion  o f  a g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e  
r e q u i r e s  more c r e a t i v e  t h i n k i n g  t h a n  a n  u p p e r  
d i v i s i o n  c o u r s e .  

5.  Pe r fo rmance  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  
e n r o l l e d  i n  u n d e r g r a d u z t e - l e v e l  courses n o r m a l l y  



.. - ex?ec=a t iozs  f o r  u r . c t r ~ s a Z ~ = c a  sc:icnts ~ C T C ~ ~ S ~  

i n  c r ~ e ~ z t t - l z v o l  c c c s s z s  2rs SXC?  ;kt xher= 
crs2:s ;oli=y traits :~.52:~:+Z:t=+ er . rol lse .? t  in 
a grrdua:e couzse,  t h e  q ~ a l F = y  o f  = h z  w r i t t + n  a x 2  
0 ~ 2 1  ?+rf3rr;lance of cnea rc rzeuz=as  i n  t he  collrs+ 
n o n i z l l y  would be a t  l e z s t  h z l f  3 graks  ? o i n t  - 

hither tkan t h 2 t  of 22 a2Zez:r25~2=0 t c r 3 l l e t  i n  
an u c t e r s r z d u a t s  coursz .  

T h e  l e c t u r s - d i s c u s s i o n  cour se  c c n f o m s  t o  t h e  
c r i t e r i a  f o r  g radua te  c o u r s e s  i n  g e n e r z l ,  .an5 

1. Is an orsanized  coursc  w i t h  r e s u l a r i z e d  con ten t .  

2. Is a  combination of  l e c t u r e s  and group 
d i s c a s s i o n ,  based on s g e c i a l i z e d  s t a d i e s  and 
r e sea rch .  

3. Invo lves  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a serizs of  v i t a l  
problems, reviews t r e n < s ,  examines d i f f e r e n t  
p o i n t s  o f ' v i ew,  and i n t e r p r e t s  i s s u e s .  

4 .  Involves  problem a n a l y s i s ,  r e s e a r c h ,  and high 
l e v e l  p a r = i c i p a t i o n  i n  d i s c u s s i o n .  

5 .  Involves  t h e  use o f ' a  wide v a r i e t y  o f  m a t e r i a l  
and r e s o u r c e s  which provide  a range and depth  
beyond t h a t  ob ta inab le  through a  s i n g l e  tex tbook,  
a l though t h e  use of a b a s i c  tex tbook may be 
a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  sone l e c t u r e - d i s c u s s i o n  courses .  

6 .  P rov ides  an oppor tun i ty  f o r  s y n t h e s i s  and 
a n a l y s i s  through s c h o l a r l y  w r i t i n g  and through 
c o u r s e  examinations t h a t  go beyond s i q l e  r e c a l l  
o f  f a c t .  - 

The seminar  conforms t o  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  g radua te  
c o u r s e s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and 

1. Is organized  around a  series o f  r e l a t s d  prob1err.s 
s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e .  



3. L i s n i t s  t h e  l zc=zr2 ,  w?-nn i =  5 c s s  azcxr ,  ts 
. -  . s e t z i - 5  t i e  s t a g s  an2 c l a r : r y ~ ~ ~  F s s u s s .  

4 .  X e q u i r t s  t h a t  staZenrl=s a s s z i x  p r i n a r y  
r e s ? o n s i S i l i t y  f c r  an i c v e s Z i g a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  
c o n t z l j u t s  t o  t h e  o b ; e c t i v e s  or' t h e  s e m i z a r  a-?e 
t h a t  t h e y  r e p o r t ,  i n t e r ? r z t ,  a n 2  defenci t h e i r  
f i n d i x g s  o r a l l y  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  w r i t i n g .  

5. W i t h i n  t h e  framework 0 5  g e n e r a l  s o a l s ,  may a l l o w  
s t u 2 e n t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  c o a r s e  p l a n n i n g  anti i z  
c o u r s e  e v a l u a t i o n .  

6 .  Has c l a s s  mee t ings  p r i n a r i l y  t o  d e v e l o p ,  s h a r e ,  
a n d  c r i t i c a l l y  examine i n d e p e n d e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i c n s  
by members o f  t h e  group. Time d e v o t e d  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l  o r  small-group c s n f e r e n c e s  under  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o f a s s o r  may o n  o c c a s i o n  
r e p l a c e  g e n e r a l  class m e e t i n s s ,  

D. L z b o r a t o r v  

L a b o r a t o r y  c o u r s e  work conforms t o  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f c i  
g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e s  i n  g e n e r z l  and f o c u s e s  o n  &ta  
g a t h e r i n g  a n d  a n a l y s i s ,  w i t h  a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  r e s e a r c h  
a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  l a b o r a t o r y  
t e c h n i q u e s .  Its c h i e f  d i s z i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
i s  . t h e  u s e  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  r e l a t i v e l y  
i n d e p e n d e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

E. F i e l d  Work and C l i n i c a l  P r a c t i c e  

F i e l d  work a n d  c l i n i c a l  p r a c t i c e  r e q u i r a  t h a t  

I. The s t u d e n t s  have a h i g h  l e v e l  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  
c o q e t e n c e  and a  m a s t e r y  o f  t h e  b a s i c  s k i l l s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  perform p r o f e s s i o n a l  d u t i e s  w i t h  a 
minimum o f  d i r e c t i q n .  

2. The s e l e c t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e s  p r o v i d e s  o p p o r t u n i t y  
f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  

a. B r i n g  t o  b e a r  and a p p l y  a h i g h  l e v e l  o f  
t h e o r e t i c a l  knowledge. 

b. E x e r c i s e  judgment o f  a h i g h  o r d e r .  



. . 
d .  32?3z= t k e  2x;a:isrce t o  1 s u p a r v i s i n ;  

i . ? s t z n c = o r  ir, s ~ c 5  a ;izy a s  t c  ?oint oc: its . - .  9 .  slgn:=:canct, =c e x ? ~ = : z  t52 r = = i o c a l e  3 ~ 5 i z e  
h i s / h s r  n a j o r  a 2 c i s i o n s ,  a c 5  ts e v a l 8 z a t e  
t h e i r  aeequacy.  

G r z 2 u a t e  In2eosnden t  S tudy  

A t  t h e  g r a 2 u a t e  l e v e l  i n e e p e n 5 e n t  s t u e y  i s  base2  u s o n  
t h e  a s s - m q t i o n s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  p z r t  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  
a b o v e  e n t i t l e d ,  "The G r a d u z t e  Course .  " F u r t h e r n o r s ,  
s u c h  i n d e s e n d e n  t s tuCy 

1. H a s  a  s g e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e  r a l a t e d  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  
e d u c z t i o n a l  g o a l s  and t o  a  g r a d u a t e  program. 

2. Is g r e c i s e l y  d e f i n e 2  a s  a  r e s u l t  O F  j o i n t  
p l a a n i n 5  by t h e  p r o f e s s o r  and t h e  s s u d e n t .  

3. R e q u i r e s  p e r i o d i c  and f i n a l  demons:ration o f  
c o n g e t e n c e  i n  s c h o i a r l y  p r e s e a t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  independen t  s t u d y .  

G. The  C u l m i n z t i n a  Zxoer ience  

The c u l m i n a t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  - t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  a 
g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  i s  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  c o m p i s t i o n  o f  a 
t h e s i s ,  p r o j e c t  o r  comprehens ive  e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h e  
q u a l i t y  o f  work a c c o ~ l i s h e d ,  i n c l u d i n s  t h e  q u a l i t y  
o f  t h e  w r i t i n g ,  i s  t h e  m a j o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  j u d g i n q  
t h e  a c c e g t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  t h e s i s ,  p r o j e c t  o r  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  examinat ion .  

1. T h e s i s  

A t h e s i s  i s  t h e  w r i t t e n  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  
s t u d y  o f  a s i g n i f i c a n t  problem.  I t  c l e a r l y  
i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  problem, s ta tes  t h e  major 
a s s u r q t i o n s ,  e-uplains t h e  s i g n i f  i c c n c e  o f  t h e  
u n d e r t a k i n g ,  sets f o r t h  t h e  s o u r c e s  f o r  and 
methods  o f  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n a l y z e s  t h e  
da ta ,  a n d  o f f e r s  a c o n c l u s i o n  o r  recommendation. 
The f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t  mus t  e v i d e n c e  o r i g i n a l i t y ,  
c r i t i c a l  and i n d e p e n d e n t  t h i n k i n g ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  and f o r m a t ,  c l a r i t y  of p u r p o s e ,  a n d  
a c c u r a t e  and thorough d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  Normally 
a n  o r a l  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  t h e s i s  w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d .  



. - .  . . 
A ? r ~ ; s t t  i s  2 si~z~z:tzz= ~ ~ ~ e z = z ~ : z ~  S Z  z 
s x r s u l =  a F a r o g r L a = s  t= t z s  5;-s aze =;?Lie2 = r = s .  
I t  i s  n c r e  t h a n  t?.e p z t s e n t a z i o n  0 5  s? mere ‘=..- ----..-, 7 : m a  p l a r . ,  d e ~ i c c i c n ,  Z e s c z i g t i o r .  o r  
Z s n c n s = r a t i c n ,  t hougn  i t  n a y  i n c l u e e  t h e s z .  I= 
m u s t  e v i d e n c e  o r i g i n a l i t y  and independent 
t h i n k i n g ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  f a m  zcd o r s a n i z a t i o n ,  222 
c r a z i o n a l e .  I t  u s u a l l y  t a k e s  t h e  fo rm o f  a 
c r e a t i v e  work s u c h  as  a l i t a z a r y  o r  m u s i c a l  
c o ~ o s i t i o n ,  a g r o u p  o f  p a i ~ > t i n g s ,  a perfo-cnz-.cot 
a f i l m  o r  o t h e r  e n d e a v o r .  I t  m u s t  be d e s c r i b = d  
and s m m a r i z e d  i n  a w r i t t e n  a b s t z z c t  tha:  
i a c l u 2 e s  t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  s i g n i f  i c c n c e ,  o b j e c t i v e s ,  
me tho2o logy  and  a c o n c l u s i o n  o r  r ecammenda t ion .  
An o r a l  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  may b e  r e q u i r e 2 .  

3 .  C o x q r e h e n s i v e  Examina t ion  

The r e s u l t s  o f  a w r i t t z n  c o m p z e h e n s i v e  
exa!a inz t ion ,  wh ich  h a s  S e e n  2 r e g a r e C  by e i t h e r  
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  d e p a r t n e n t  o r  TSA f a c u l t y ,  s h c u l e  
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  s t u d e n t '  s a b i l i t y  t o  i n t e ~ r a t z  
t h e  knowledge  o f  t h e  area, e v i d e n c e  c r i t i c a l  a n 2  
i n d e p e n d e n t  t h i n k i n g ,  a n d  i n  g e n e r a l  show t h e  
m a s t z r y  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  matter. The  r e s u l t s  o f  
t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  m u s t  e v i d e n c e  i n d e p e n d e n t  
t h i n k i n g ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  c r i t i c a l  
a n a l y s i s  a n d  a c c u r a c y  o f  doc ; lmenta t ion .  


