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Daefiniticns of Graduate Level Instruction

In the fall of 1979 the Statewide Academic Senate estabklished
an ad hoc committee on graduate education. The committee
included faculty, graduate deans, a Vice President for
Academic Affairs, and Chancellor's 0ffice staff. 1Its charge
was to review the mission and goals of graduate education in
The California State University, recommending modes of
instruction appropriate to those missions and goals,
evaluating resources available for graduate education in the
CSU, examining national trends in graduate educaticn, and
reviewing position papers of the Council of Graduate Schools
ané cther national organizations for their applicability tco
graduate education in the CSU.

In January 1981, the statewide Senate received the report of
the ad hoc committee and endorsed the "Definitions of
Graduate Level Instruction," which appeared as Part IV of the
report. These definitions were designed to respond to a 1979
recommendation of the Project Team on Academic Programs that
guidelines outlining minimal qualitative standards for
graduate programs be developed.

In March of 1981, the Senate approved a second resolution in
this area, recommending a revision in Title 5 to require
that students succcessfully complete a thesis, project, or
comprehensive exam before the master's degree is awarded.

‘We expect this revision to Title 5 to be presented for

action by the Board of Trustees in November, 1982.
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Tha2 "ZTefinilszicns of Gracdoate Levwal Inos:t lcn," 2nderssiotv
the S2nate, arz2 atzached. Theyv nhave 222 garaifallvw i
raviewed, ané we strcngly 2ndcrse them. We baliave tha=
campuses will find them us=2ful and recemmend that thev ke
censidered and acdaptad, as apprcpriate, to the neads of each
-campus. The "Definitions" ars general guidaliines which
should be considered as a whole by individuval departmen:zs
when developing new programs ancd reviewiag existing ones.
We expect that use of these gL'delines will leaé to an
improvement in the quality of grad duate educaticn in The

California State Universitv, and we appreciate the

contributions of the ad hoc ccmmittee and the Academic
Senate in their development.
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The Gracduats Ccoursss

1. It is assumedé that s:tucda2ntis who enroll in
graduat2 courses possess:

a. Maturity, respensizility, and scholarly
integrity appropriate to studv cevond the
baccalaureate level.

b. A broad base of kncwledge, usually
rapresented by the possession of the
bachelor's degree.

c. Competence in the specified field, usually
represented by a substantial body of upper
division study in the field or in a closely
related field.

d. A command of basic techniques and skills
essential for independent, self-directed
study in the field.

2. The graduate course deals with more complex
ideas, materials, techniques or problems than the
undergraduate course, and demands searching and
exhaustive analysis.

3. The graduate course recuires:

a. The identification and investigation of
theory or principle.

b. The application of theory to new ideas,
problems, and matarials.

c. Extensive use of bibliographic and other
resource materials with emphasis on primary
sources of data.

d. Demonstration of competence in the scholarly
presentation of the results of independent
study.

4. Satisfactory completion of a graduate course
requires more creative thinking than an upper
division course.

5. Performance expectations for graduate students

enrolled in undergraduate-level courses normally



ar2 such that gzud2nIs COnTl2TEs 2T lIast con2
adzZlzigcnal z2ssigomsnzt. Thz Tezllits 2 zh=2ics
worlzi2n and ozl paricrmanc2 Lo othe ccurss
acrmally would 22 at l2asT cne grz2iz: scint higher
than that of an undargradvaza.  Serfssmanca
expeczaticns for uncdergraduats studanits 2nrclled
in graduata-lavel ccurses ara such that whera
campus pcolicy permizs undercraduata enrollxent in
a graduate course, the gualizy of the writtan and
oral pariormance oi undergracuataes in the coursa
normally would be at least half a gracde point
higher than that of an undergradutace 2nrolled in
an uncdergraduate course.

Lecture-~-Discussion

The lecture-discussion course ccnforms to the
criteria for graduate courses in general, and

1.

2.

Is an organized course with regularized content.

Is a combination of lectures and
discussion, based on specialized
research. .
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Involves a consideration of a saries of vital
problems, reviews trends, examines different
points of view, and interprets issues.

Involves problem analysis, research, and high
level participation in discussion.

Involves the use of 'a wide variety of material
andéd resources which provide a range and depth
beyond that obtainable through a single textbook,
although the use of a basic textbook may be
appropriate in some lecture-discussion courses.

Provides an opportunity for synthesis and
analysis through scholarly writing and through
course examinations that go beyond simple recall
of fact. -

Seminar

The seminar conforms to the criteria for graduate
courses in general, and

1.

Is organized around a series of related problems
significant to the discipline.



2. Mav have a fccus whizh variszs Irom ssmeszar to
sames=ar wizhin tha frzmewori ¢ tha gensral
colectives.

3. Limits the lacture, wha2n 1T dces occur, to
setting the stage ané glariifving issues.

4. Recuiras that students assume primary
responsibility fcr an investigation that will
contribute to the objectives of the seminar ané
that they report, interpret, andéd defend their
findings orally as well as 1n writing.

S. Within the framework o general geoals, may allow
student participation in course planning and in
course evaluation.

6. Has class meetings primarily to develop, share,
and critically examine independent investigaticns
by members of the group. Time devoted to
individual or small-group conferences under the
direction of the professor may on occasion
replace general class meetings.

Laboratorv

Laboratory course work conforms to the criteria fer
graduate courses in general and focuses on data
gathering and analysis, with an emphasis on research
and investigation rather than on laboratory
techniques. 1Its chief distinguishing characteristic
is the use of specialized facilities and relatively
independent investigation.

Field Work and Clinical Practice

Field work and clinical practice require that

1. The students have a high level of theoretical
competence and a mastery of the basic skills
necessary to perform professional duties with a
minimum of directiaqn.

2. The selection of experiences provides opportunity
for the student to

a. Bring to bear and apply a high level of
theoretical knowledge.

b. Exercise judgment of a high order.
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Graduate Indenendent Studv

At the graduate level incdependent studyv is based upon
the assumptions set forth in part in the section
above entitled, "The Graduate Course." Furthermors,
such independent study ’

1. BHBas a specific objective related to the student's
educational goals and to a graduate program.

2. 1Is precisely defined as a result oI joint
planning by the professor and the szudent.

3. Reguires periodic and final demonstration of
competence in scholiarly presentation of the
result of the independent study.

The Culminating Exoerience

The culminating experience for ‘the granting of a
graduate degree is the successful complation of a
thesis, project or comprehensive examination. The
gquality of work accomplished, including the guality
of the writing, is the major consideration in judging
the acceptability of the thesis, project or
comprehensive examination.

1. Thesis

A thesis is the written product of the systematic
study of a significant problem. t clearly
identifies the problem, states the major
assumotions, explains the significance of the
undertaking, sets forth the sources for and
methods of gathering information, analyzes the
data, and offers a conclusion or recommendation.
The finished product must evidence originality,
critical and independent thinking, appropriate
organization and format, clarity of purpose, and
accurate and thorough documentation. Normally
an oral defense of the thesis will be required.
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A project i1s 2 signifizznt unde ¢ ¢ a
DuUrsult aggrogriacta tc tnha Zine andé applied arzts.
I- is mcre than the presentation oI a mers
cuzlirne, plarn, depicticn, description or
édemcnstraticn, though it mayv include these. Iz
must evidence originality and independent
thinking, appropriate form

¥ s the form of a
creative work such as a li arv or musical
composition, a group of paintings, a performance,
a £film or other endeavor. t must be descrikad
and summarized in a written abstract that
inclucdes the project's significance, objectives,
methodology and a conclusion or recommendation.
An oral defense of the project may be required.

é

and organization, and
a rationale. It usually take
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Comprehensive Examination

The results of a writtan comprehensive
examination, which has been preparec by either
the appropriate department or TSA faculty, shculd
demonstrate the student's ability to integratas
the knowledge of the area, evidence critical and
independent thinking, and in general show the
mastary of the subject matter. The results of
the examination must evidence independent
thinking, appropriate organization, critical
analysis and accuracy of documentation.



